
Welcome
The District of Squamish is undertaking a Downtown Truck Route Study to ensure a 
safe and efficient downtown truck route can support increasing Squamish Terminal 
activity and local industry/delivery needs, while balancing the needs of the growing 
Squamish community.

About the Downtown Truck Route Study

This open house provides an overview of the analysis completed to date and a summary 
of what we have heard through the consultation process. 

We also want to hear from you about the options presented and the direction being 
recommended. 

What is the purpose of today’s open house?

DOWNTOWN TRUCK ROUTE STUDY
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Where are we in the process?



Current Traffic Conditions

DOWNTOWN TRUCK ROUTE STUDY

EXISTING DAILY TRAFFIC PROFILE EXISTING DAILY TRUCKS PROFILE
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SIGNALIZED OPERATION

Level of Service A or B or C Level of Service A or B or C

Level of Service D Level of ServiceD

Level of Service E or F Level of Service E or F

UNSIGNALIZED OPERATION

Peak Season (outer layer)
Off-Peak Season (inner layer)

Existing Levels of Service (Afternoon Peak)
The overall performance of an intersection is typically measured by the 
delays experienced by vehicles, commonly referred to as Level of Service 
(LOS).  LOS 'A' through 'C' generally indicate the intersection experiences 
very minimal delays, whereas LOS 'F' suggests that either the delays are 
significant and/or the traffic demand is greater than available capacity 

Most downtown Squamish intersections operate at an acceptable level 
of service for all vehicle traffic with minimal delays with exception of 
northbound left, westbound through, eastbound left turn movements 
during peak season. 
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In the Spring 2016, the first round of consultation was completed as part 
of the Downtown Truck Route Study process. 

Consultation involved approximately 200 participants and included:
• Stakeholder Committee Meeting

• One-on-one Meetings with Stakeholder Groups

• Public Open House with over 60 attendees (May 18, 2016)

• Public Survey

CONSULTATION TO DATE

A provincial, federal, or municipal government employee

An industry representative

A truck driver transporting goods in Squamish

Other

A Squamish business owner

A Squamish resident

Who We Heard From
188 Survey Responses
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WHAT WE HEARD
Impact on environmentally sensitive areas was seen as the most 
important issue to be considered when selecting a new truck 
route(s) in downtown Squamish 
- BASED ON INPUT FROM MAY 2016 PUBLIC SURVEY
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sensitive areas
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All concerns above 
should be considered 

equally but I think 
the impacts on sensitive 

areas should weight 
more than the others.

Third Avenue is 
entirely residential, 

except for a small section 
of commercial on the 
corner of Victoria and 
should not have heavy 

truck traffic on it. 

We will always have 
trucks delivering goods. 

So we should should make 
it as easy and safe as 
possible with limited 

effect on home 
owners.

I have never 
considered the existing 
truck traffic a problem 
- there  use to be much 

more when the log 
sorts and dumps were 

in full swing!

The consideration of 
people - both young and 
old, should be the first. 
Increased safety issues 
with young children and 

the elderly.

KEY MESSAGES AND CONCERNS
• Route should not negatively impact businesses or 

schools.
• Truck route considerations must be integrated into 

overall traffic plan.
• Concerned about interference with existing trails 

and adverse effects on estuary.
• Need for safe and efficient truck route(s) 

accommodating industry growth - terminals, logging
• Residential and development growth
• Community impact concerns
• Environmental impact concerns
• Concern on existing conditions and configurations as 

well as future requirements from agencies (CN, MOTI)
PRIORITY 1 PRIORITY 3PRIORITY 2 PRIORITY 4 PRIORITY 5



DOWNTOWN TRUCK ROUTE STUDYDOWNTOWN TRUCK ROUTE STUDY
SUMMARY OF KEY CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES

Cleveland Avenue 2-4% 
Loggers Lane    4-7% 

SQ
UAMISH

The absolute number and percentage of trucks is relatively low and 
is expected to decrease in overall percent as the community grows.

Trucks are expected to continue to be a lower percentage of all 
traffic as development increases traffic in and out of Downtown 
Squamish

Typical Roads 3-5% 
Major Roads   7-10%

(TRUCK ROUTES)

Statement 1

TY
PICALS

Increasing vehicle traffic associated with community growth 
will increase delay for both trucks and passenger vehicles.

Statement 2

Statement 3

Existing geometric conditions are challenging for trucks. 
Oversize and overweight loads are particularly problematic

Statement 4

More right-of-way is needed to better accommodate trucks 
on the existing route. Intersection improvements to better 
accommodate trucks can be completed but may not be consistent 
with developing a livable downtown

Statement 5

Other roadway improvements or treatments (e.g. 30 km/hour 
speed zones, short crossing distances, small corner radii) can 
be considered but may not be consistent with efficient truck 
movements.
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Options Overview

DOWNTOWN TRUCK ROUTE STUDY

WHAT WAS CONSIDERED

Background 
Review

Traffic 
Analysis

Environmental 
Review

Archaeological 
Review

Structural 
Review

Geotechnical 
Review

Rail Crossing 
Review

OPTION 1: LOGGERS LANE

OPTION 2: THIRD AVENUE 

OPTION 3: 7TH AVENUE 

OPTION 4: MAMQUAM CROSSING

• OPTION 4A: WESTMINSTER STREET

• OPTION 4B: MAIN STREET

• OPTION 4C: PEMBERTON AVENUE
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Evaluation

BENEFITS
• Maintains existing route with 

improved geometry for truck 
movements

• Minimal impact to environment
• Low cost to implement

• Limited conflict with other traffic

ISSUES AND CONSTRAINTS
• This option alone does not 

address key constraints, including 
capacity at Cleveland Avenue 
and Highway 99, eventual grade-
separation at rail crossing

• Noise, pedestrian access and air 
quality concerns for properties/
developments

OPTION 1: LOGGERS LANE

DOWNTOWN TRUCK ROUTE STUDY
Option 1 | Loggers Lane (Existing Route)

ITEM EVALUATION

Travel Time

Community

Health

Environmental

Archaeological

Cost

Geometric Improvements

Truck Destination

Proposed Extension 
/ Improvement of 

Option 1 maintains the existing truck route along Loggers’ Lane, joining it to 
the business park and rail yards via Bailey Street. This option will include some 
improvements to existing roads.

More Favorable

Somewhat Favorable

Neutral

Somewhat Less Favorable

Less Favorable



ITEM EVALUATION

Travel Time

Community

Health

Environmental

Archaeological

Cost

DOWNTOWN TRUCK ROUTE STUDY

Evaluation

BENEFITS
• Minimal impact to 

environment
• Low cost to implement
• 
• 

OPTION 2: THIRD AVENUE

Option 2 | Third Avenue

Geometric 
Improvements

Truck Destination

Proposed 3rd Avenue 

Option 2 relocates the truck route to 3rd Avenue with a connection to Highway 
99 via Pemberton Avenue, Bailey Street, and Cleveland Avenue. This option 
includes some improvements to existing roads. 

ISSUES AND CONSTRAINTS
• Does not address key constraints, including 

capacity at Cleveland Avenue and Highway 99, 
eventual grade-separation at rail crossing

• Noise, pedestrian access and air quality 
concerns for properties/developments

• Conflicts with recommended bicycle route
• Popular route to schools and seniors cross 

to access shopping and services

More Favorable

Somewhat Favorable

Neutral

Somewhat Less Favorable

Less Favorable
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ITEM EVALUATION

Travel Time

Community

Health

Environmental

Archaeological

Cost

DOWNTOWN TRUCK ROUTE STUDY

Evaluation

BENEFITS
• Avoids downtown areas
• Provides more direct connection  

to rail yards
• Reduced conflict with other traffic, 

pedestrians, seniors, children
• Potential synergy with a new 

downtown dike

ISSUES AND CONSTRAINTS
• Requires property and additional 

rail crossings
• Builds on dike requirements 

(added footprint in environmentally 
sensitive area)

• Longer travel path for trucks that 
are destined to Highway 99

• Environmental impacts

OPTION 3: SEVENTH AVENUE

Option 3 | Seventh Avenue
Option 3 is a new road along the 7th Avenue Alignment, which will align with 
the transportation corridor identified in the Skwelwil’em Squamish Estuary 
WMA Management Plan and would be co-located with the proposed sea dike. 

More Favorable

Somewhat Favorable

Neutral

Somewhat Less Favorable

Less Favorable
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Option 4 | Mamquam Bridge Crossing

Evaluation

BENEFITS
• Provides second access for 

vehicles to downtown
• Provides grade separation of rail
• Reduced conflict with other traffic

OPTION 4: MAMQUAM BRIDGE CROSSING

WESTMINSTER 
CROSSING

MAIN CROSSING

PEMBERTON 

CROSSING

Truck DestinationOption 4 is a new crossing of the Blind Channel with a new connection to 
Highway 99 at Clarke Drive. There are three potential crossing locations:
• OPTION 4A: WESTMINSTER STREET is an extension of Westminster Street to the east connecting 

to Highway 99 at Clarke Drive. The truck route would be a combination of Third Avenue and 
Westiminster Street.

• OPTION 4B: MAIN STREET is an extension of Main Street to the east connecting to Highway 99 
at Clarke Drive. The truck route would be a combination of Third Avenue and Main Street.

• OPTION 4C: PEMBERTON AVENUE is an extension of Pemberton Avenue to the east connecting 
to Highway 99 at Clarke Drive. The truck route would be a combination of Loggers Lane or Third 
Avenue and Pemberton Avenue.

ITEM OPTION A - 
WESTMINSTER

OPTION B - 
MAIN

OPTION C - 
PEMBERTON

Travel Time 

Community

Health

Environmental

Archaeological

Cost

ISSUES AND CONSTRAINTS
• Requires property/agreements with Squamish FN 

and/or Developers
• Visual Impacts
• Community impacts – structure height and ramps
• Environmental / archaeological impacts

More Favorable

Somewhat Favorable

Neutral

Somewhat Less Favorable

Less Favorable



DOWNTOWN TRUCK ROUTE STUDYDOWNTOWN TRUCK ROUTE STUDY
Candidates Option Summary

OPTION 1: LOGGERS LANE

ITEM LOGGERS 
LANE

THIRD 
AVENUE 7TH AVENUE OPTION A - 

WESTMINSTER
OPTION B - 

MAIN
OPTION C - 

PEMBERTON

Travel Time 

Community

Health

Environmental

Archaeological

Cost

Recommendation Recommended 
for short-term

Not 
recommended

Recommended 
for long-term

Recommended 
for long-term

Not  
recommended

Recommended 
for medium- 
longer term

Somewhat Favorable Neutral Somewhat Less FavorableMore Favorable Less Favorable

MAMQUAM CROSSING:
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Summary of Recommendations

RETAIN OPTION 1 - LOGGERS LANE  
Improve geometrics of existing route at key intersections and improve operations with new 
traffic signals. Also look to improve operations with new traffic signals and improve livability 
on the corridor with added/enhanced sidewalks and crossings. 

Explore other opportunities to reduce the impacts of trucks including: 
• Consider removing parking along truck routes where applicable
• Review and monitor time of day for trucks
• Consider speed reductions on truck routes
• Ensure new developments incorporate measures to mitigate noise
• Enhance pedestrian/public realm areas 

Option 4C | Pemberton Crossing
Prioritize this additional bridge crossing as it links with planned developments and has the 
least impact and requirements.

Option 4A | Westminster Crossing
Retain this option for the longer term to provide additional access to the downtown and 
industrial areas. 

Option 3 | 7th Avenue Connector
Retain this option as a paired item with the future dike, pending agreements with required 
stakeholders/agencies.

OPTION 1: LOGGERS LANE

SHORT - MEDIUM TERM OPTIONS

LONGER TERM OPTIONS



For more information on the Downtown Truck Route Study visit:
squamish.ca/yourgovernment/projects-and-initiatives/truckroute

How can you stay involved?

Thank You!

FALL 2016 
Obtain feedback on 

draft recommendations

WINTER 2016 
Provide draft 

recommendations to 
Council

WINTER 2016 
Finalize report and 
recommendations

Next Steps

DOWNTOWN TRUCK ROUTE STUDY


