
 

 

District of Squamish 

BYLAW NO. 2433, 2016 

 
A bylaw to amend the District of Squamish 

Zoning Bylaw No. 2200, 2011 
 

 
 
WHEREAS the District of Squamish deems it necessary and appropriate to amend 
Zoning Bylaw No. 2200, 2011; 
  
NOW THEREFORE the Council of the District of Squamish, in open meeting 
assembled, enacts as follows: 
 

1. This bylaw may be cited as “District of Squamish Zoning Bylaw No. 2200, 2011, 
Amendment Bylaw (General Amendment Minibus) No. 2433, 2016”. 
 

2. Section 1.3 (Definitions) is amended by replacing ‘home occupation, office’, 
‘home occupation, residential’, ‘retail store’ definitions with the following: 
 
HOME OCCUPATION, OFFICE means an office within a Dwelling Unit or 
Secondary Suite that is used to provide the following or similar type services: 
accounting and bookkeeping, research, business, marketing, design, computer, 
travel or financial consultant, janitorial service, contractor and tradesman, 
newspaper preparation, security service, recreation service, arts and crafts, but 
excludes the carrying out of anything that generates nuisance outside the 
residential unit. (Bylaw 2235, 2012) 
 
HOME OCCUPATION, RESIDENTIAL means any occupation carried on for 
financial gain or otherwise, in or from a Dwelling Unit or accessory building in a 
Residential zone, which use is separate and subordinate to the use of the 
dwelling unit for residential purpose, shall not alter the residential character of the 
area, and subject to the home occupation provisions of this Bylaw. Home 
Occupation, Residential includes but is not limited to: 

(a) Home Occupation, Office; 
(b) Child Care Facility, Residential; 
(c) a home business that brings no more than one client at a time to the 
residence (i.e. massage therapy or hair styling); and 
(d) dog daycare of three dogs or less. 

 



 

 
OUTDOOR RECREATION STORAGE FACILITY means an enclosed facility 
used solely for the storage of equipment ordinarily associated with outdoor 
recreation.  
 
PORTABLE FOOD VENDING means sale of food items for immediate 
consumption from a cart or trailer to the general public and subject to the 
regulations of District of Squamish Business License Bylaw. 

 
RETAIL SALES means a use where goods are offered to the general public for 
retail sale, and may be offered in a Retail Store but does not include a Liquor 
Store. 

 
TEMPORARY COMMERCIAL VENDING means the sale of goods, other than 
food items for immediate consumption, from a stationary vehicle or temporary 
stall, tent or stand that is not part of a permanent use on the lot, and is permitted 
to be sold in the zone in which the vehicle or stall is located. 

 
3. Section 2 (Application, Compliance and Severability) is amended by adding 

to Section 2.1 after the words ”Schedule E of this Bylaw.”: 
 
“Where a lot is divided by a zone boundary, the areas created by such division 
shall be deemed to be separate lot areas for the purpose of determining the 
requirements of this bylaw.” 
 

4. Section 4 (General Regulations) is amended by replacing Sections 4.3(a), 4.4, 
4.5, 4.18 and 4.24 with the following: 

 
4.3 Accessory Residential Dwellings 
(a) An accessory residential dwelling unit shall have a maximum gross floor area 
of 70m² except, as a density bonus, on properties equal to or larger than 0.2 
hectares where the maximum unit GFA will be 90m² provided that all exterior 
walls of the unit are continuously insulated and the structure achieves the 
insulation RSI value for Climate Zone 6 (Whistler) or higher under the BC 
Building Code;  

 
4.4 Accessory Buildings, Structures and Uses 
(a) An accessory building or structure shall not be used as a dwelling unit, except 
as otherwise provided for in this Bylaw; 
 
(b) One accessory building or structure is permitted per lot in all zones, except as 
otherwise provided for in this Bylaw. The gross floor area of the accessory 
building on a lot shall not exceed in total: 

(i) 60m² in the RS, RMH and RL-1, C, UC and RE zones; 
(ii) 140 m² in the RM, RL-2 and I zones; or 
(iii) except as otherwise provided for in this Bylaw; 
 



 

 
(c) In addition to Section 4.4 (b), up to 5 buildings, each not exceeding 10m² in 
gross floor area, may be permitted on a lot provided that all the regulations in this 
section and in the appropriate zone can be satisfied. 
 
(d) All accessory buildings and structures, including accessory buildings and 
structures permitted on a temporary basis, shall satisfy the following conditions: 
 

(i) accessory buildings and structures shall not be located in a front yard; 
(ii) accessory buildings shall be located not less than 1.52m from any side 
and rear lot line;  
 
(iii) notwithstanding section 4.4(d)(ii) garages and carports in residential 
zones where there is a rear lane shall be located at least 0.61m from a rear 
lot line. 
 
(iv) accessory buildings containing a secondary suite shall meet the 
minimum front and side setback requirements of a principal building and 
shall be located no closer than 3 metres from the rear property line, except 
no closer than 0.6m where there is access to a rear lane or road.  
 
(v) on corner lots, accessory buildings and structures shall be placed so as 
to retain the same required exterior side yard setback as the principal 
building; 
 
(vi) notwithstanding any section of this Bylaw, where a secondary suite is 
located above a garage, the GFA of a detached accessory building shall not 
exceed 140m², or 180m² for properties 0.2 hectares in area or larger subject 
to section 4.4(d) (viii) density bonus; 
 
(vii) where the ground floor of a detached accessory building is used as a 
secondary suite, the GFA shall not exceed 70m²; and 
 
(viii) as a density bonus, on properties larger than 0.2 hectares, where the 
ground floor of a detached accessory building is used as a secondary suite, 
the GFA shall not exceed 90m² provided that all exterior walls of the unit are 
continuously insulated and the structure achieves the insulation RSI value 
for Climate Zone 6 (Whistler) or higher under the BC Building Code. 

 
(e) A permanent accessory building or structure may be erected only after a 
principal building has been completed on the same lot, except where that 
accessory building or structure is intended to contain a secondary suite for the 
purposes of providing temporary living accommodation during the construction of 
the principal building, or as otherwise provided for in this Bylaw. 
 
(f) No accessory building shall exceed a height of 4.58m unless it contains a 
permitted secondary suite, in which case the maximum height is 6.7m. 



 

 
 
(h) In the Rural 1 and Rural 2 zones all accessory buildings shall be located not 
less than 3.04m from a rear, interior side or exterior side lot line. 

 
4.5 Secondary Suite  
A Secondary Suite Use shall: 
 
(a) be permitted in all zones which permit a single-unit dwelling; 

 
(b) be limited to one such use per parcel as follows: 

(i) above a detached accessory building in which case the maximum gross 
floor area of the secondary suite is 70 m², or, as a density bonus, 90 m² 
for properties of 0.2 hectares in area or larger provided that all exterior 
walls of the unit are continuously insulated and the structure achieves the 
insulation RSI value for Climate Zone 6 (Whistler) or higher under the BC 
Building Code; 
 
(ii) in a principal dwelling to a maximum of 90 m² or 40% of the gross floor 
area of the building whichever is less; and  
 
(iii) outside of a flood hazard area identified in the Official Community 
Plan, on the ground floor of a detached accessory building, in which case 
the maximum gross floor area of the Secondary Suite is 70m², or, as a 
density bonus, 90m² for properties 0.2 hectares in area or larger provided 
that all exterior walls of the unit are continuously insulated and the 
structure achieves the insulation RSI value for Climate Zone 6 (Whistler) 
or higher under the BC Building Code.; 

 
(f) provide one (1) additional off-street parking space; 
 
(g) form a single real estate entity with the principal dwelling unit. No strata titling 
will be permitted; 
 
(h) the driveway access to the Secondary Suite must be shared with access to 
the principal residence, unless the parcel is a corner lot or access to the 
secondary suite can be provided from a rear lane or road. 
 
(i) not be permitted in two unit dwellings. 

 
4.18 Home Occupations 
Home Occupations, where permitted in this Bylaw, shall hold a valid District 
Business License and satisfy all of the following conditions: 
 
(a) shall be carried out wholly within a principal Dwelling Unit with or without a 
Secondary Suite, or within an Accessory Building; 
 



 

 
(b) Home Occupation, Office is permitted in any residential Dwelling Unit, 
Secondary Suite or Accessory Building in a residential zone; 
 
(c) Home Occupation, Residential is permitted in any single-unit or two-unit 
residential Dwelling Unit; 
 
(d) Notwithstanding 4.18 (c), a Child Care Facility, Residential may be permitted 
as a Home Occupation, Residential use in a multi-unit dwelling as permitted in 
this Bylaw and is a permitted use in a Secondary Suite provided that there will 
only be one such use per property; 
 
(e) Only one (1) Home Occupation, Residential operation shall be permitted per 
residential dwelling, with or without a Secondary Suite; 
 
(f) The area used for Home Occupation, Residential shall not exceed a maximum 
gross floor area of 37m², except in the case of a residential child care facility; 
(g) shall not involve Small Scale Manufacturing where lot size is less than 2.02 
hectares. 
 
(h) shall not discharge or emit odorous, toxic, or noxious vapours or matter, heat, 
glare, radiation, electrical interference, or noise; 
 
(i) shall be carried on with no exterior indication of the home occupation as a 
result of outdoor storage, display, flood-lighting, or signs, except as permitted in 
the Sign Bylaw; 
 
(j) shall not use materials or processes that produce flammable or explosive 
vapours or gases under ordinary temperatures; 
 
(k) shall not involve the outdoor storage of materials used directly or indirectly for 
the processing or resulting from the processing of any product of such 
occupation; 
 
(l) shall not require more than 2 deliveries per day to be made by commercial 
vehicles or trailers; 
 
(m) shall be conducted by at least one resident of the dwelling unit to which it is 
accessory and not more than 1 non-resident person shall be employed in such 
use on the premises at any one time; 
 
(n) shall provide at least 1 off-street parking space for each full time employee or 
equivalent, in addition to the off-street parking requirements in respect of 
residential uses as outlined in this Bylaw; 
 
(o) shall be connected to the District's water and sewer systems, and if such 
systems are not available, the owner or occupier shall obtain approval from the 



 

 
Coast Garibaldi Health Unit for sewage disposal, and prove to the Building 
Inspector that domestic water exists to satisfy acceptable quantity and quality 
standards. 
 
4.24 Flood Construction Level 
Floor area below the Flood Construction Level, as established by a professional 
engineer, shall be limited in residential premises to parking areas, entry foyers 
and non-habitable areas containing or intended to contain no fixed equipment or 
materials damageable by floodwater. 
 

5. Section 4 (General Regulations) is amended by adding Subsection 4.10(c), 
and Sections 4.34 and 4.35, : 
 
4.10 Height of Buildings and Structures 
(c) as a density bonus, for structures required to fully comply with the most recent 
flood construction level requirements, where the FCL exceeds 1.5 metres above 
the elevation of the height datum, the maximum permitted height of a building 
containing a principal use or a residential use shall increase by 1.5 metres 
provided that all exterior walls of the structure are continuously insulated and the 
structure achieves the insulation RSI value for Climate Zone 6 (Whistler) or 
higher under the BC Building Code. 

 
4.34 Temporary Vending 
a) PORTABLE FOOD VENDING - CONDITIONS OF USE 

Portable Food Vending is permitted to operate: 
i. in any zone that permits a Retail Store, general Retail Sales or 

Restaurant use; or on other lands for a Special Event with  
District approval; 

ii. other than on a highway, sidewalk or boulevard providing 
pedestrian or motor vehicle access; 

iii. on parkland or public property with District approval; 
 

b) TEMPORARY COMMERCIAL VENDING - CONDITIONS OF USE 
Temporary Commercial Vending is permitted to operate: 

i. in any zone that permits a Retail Store or general Retail 
Sales use, or on parkland or public property with District 
approval; 

ii. other than on a highway, sidewalk or boulevard providing 
pedestrian or motor vehicle access; 

iii. subject to property owner approval; 
iv. from a stationary vehicle, or temporary stall limited to 

maximum fixed size of 9.3 m2; 
v. provided the operation provides a minimum buffer of 100 m 

from an existing premises that offers for sale the same type 
of products. 
 



 

 
4.35 Outdoor Recreation Storage Facilities 
Outdoor recreation storage facilities are permitted in all zones where a residential 
use is not a permitted principal use. 
 

6. Section 8 (Residential 2 (RS-2)) is amended by replacing Subsection 8.2 with 
the following: 

 
8.2 Minimum Lot Size 
Minimum Lot Area Minimum Lot Width Minimum Lot Depth 
690m² 18.36m 27.4m 

 
7. Section 19 (Park, Recreation, and Institutional Use (P-3)) is amended by 

adding to Section 19.1 the following: 
 
(h) Recreational facilities. 
 

8. Section 22 (Resource (RE)) is amended by adding the following: 
 
22.1 Permitted Uses 
(l) Municipal Solid Waste and Resource Management Facility 
 

9. Section 25 (Commercial 3 (C-3)) is amended by adding to Section 25.1 the 
following: 
 
25.1(l) Recreational facility, subject to Section 25.11; 
25.1(m) Building Supply Outlet subject to Section 25.12; 
25.1(n) Personal Service Establishment subject to Section 25.12; 
25.1(o) Retail Sales subject to Section 25.13. 
 
Section 25 is further amended by adding new Subsections 25.11, 25.12 and 
25.13: 
 
25.11 Recreation Facility use 
Recreation facility use shall only be permitted on property legally described as 
Lot 2, District Lot 4261, Plan 17660 and accreted land, Group 1, New 
Westminster District. 
 
25.12 Building Supply and Personal Service use 
Building supply outlet and personal service establishment uses shall only be 
permitted on property legally described as S.W. ¼, Sec. 11, TP. 50, Plan 9178. 
 
25.13 Retail Sales 
Retail sales use shall only be permitted on property legally described as Rem. 6, 
Sec. 11, TP 50, Plan 9178.  
 

10. Section 41.9 (Bicycle Parking Requirements) is amended by deleting 



 

 
Subsection 41.9 (a) Table 4 and replacing with the following: 
 
Table 4: Minimum Bicycle Parking Requirements 
Uses   

Apartment 
Dwelling 

2 ‘Class A’ spaces per dwelling unit; and 
Minimum of 6 ‘Class B’ spaces for any development with ten or more 
dwelling units 

Townhouse 
Dwelling 

2 ‘Class A’ spaces per dwelling unit. Where the Townhouse Dwelling 
has a garage, the ‘Class A’ spaces may be provided therein; and 
Minimum of 6 ‘Class B’ spaces for any development with ten or more 
dwelling units 

All other non-
residential uses 

1 ‘ Class A’ space per 500 m2 GFA; and 
Minimum of 6 ‘Class B’ spaces for any development with a gross floor 
area of 1,000m2 (10,764 sq. ft.) or greater. For mixed-use projects, 
the Class B spaces for non-residential may be combined with those 
Class B spaces required for residential uses above. 

  
Section 41.9 is further amended by deleting Subsection 41.9 (d). 
 

11. Sections 6.7, 7.7, 8.7, 9.7, 10.10, 11.10, 13.7, 15.6, 16.6 and 39XXX.7 
(Minimum Dwelling Unit Size) are removed. 

 
12. The property (Artisan Building) located between Second Avenue, Third Avenue 

and fronting onto Main Street, legally described as Block 22, District Lot 486, 
Group 1, New Westminster District, Plan BCP19410 (the Artisan Building) be 
rezoned from C-4 and C-10 to C-4 only. 
 

13. Section 40OOO.10 (CD-71) is amended by inserting the word “generally” after 
the phrase “structures and uses shall”. 
 

14. Zoning Bylaw No. 2200, 2011 is amended by removing all references to imperial 
units of measurement. 
 

15. Zoning Bylaw No. 2200, 2011 is amended so that the numerical and alphabetical 
ordering of its provisions, and any and all references to those numbers and 
letters that appear in any provisions of the bylaw, are revised to be consistent 
with the amendments of this bylaw.  

 
READ A FIRST AND SECOND TIME this       day of   , 2016.   
 
Pursuant to the Community Chapter, NOTICE WAS ADVERTISED ON [DATE]th day of 
[MONTH], [YEAR].   
 



 

 
PUBLIC HEARING HELD on this [DATE]th day of [MONTH], [YEAR].   
 
READ A THIRD TIME [DATE]th day of [MONTH], [YEAR].   
 
APPROVED by the [AUTHORITY], pursuant to [LEGISLATION] this [DATE]th day of 
[MONTH], [YEAR]. 
 
ADOPTED this [DATE]th day of [MONTH], [YEAR].   
 
 
 
 
            
      Patricia Heintzman, Mayor 
 
  
 
            
      Robin Arthurs, Corporate Officer 
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