
MANAGING INFRASTRUCTURE

The District annually invests in infrastructure planning and renewal to 
meet and sustain the needs of the community and of our future.

HOW SQUAMISH IS KEEPING UP

A Master Plan is a guide to help budget and prioritize the development of our town 
today, and well into the future. Master Plans help us keep up with community growth by 
mapping out important maintenance and replacement work that needs to be done. 

WHAT IS
A MASTER PLAN?

Historically, keeping taxes low was the focus of Councils of the day at a time when the 
community was faced with the loss of high-paying industry jobs and a transition to a new 
economic future. While this approach was well-received at the time, hard decisions about 
long-term planning and infrastructure investment were put off, creating a monumental 
task for future Councils and taxpayers. 

2011 marked the beginning of a more forward-looking strategy as Council began to 
address the task of upgrading and replacing decades-old infrastructure that delivers 
essential services. In the last decade a significant effort was made to assess the current 
conditions of infrastructure and lay out a plan for upgrades, replacements, expansion and 
proactive maintenance to meet the needs of the growing community. 
 
Today, the District has more than 15 Master Plans in place guiding annual investments and 
work plans to prioritize maintenance and replacement of infrastructure until 2049. 

HOW MASTER 
PLANNING WORKS

ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION PLAN 
A plan to create infrastructure to encourage walking and cycling in Squamish over the 
next 20 years and beyond. 

COMMUNITY CLIMATE ACTION PLAN 
A plan that guides District of Squamish actions to align with limiting global warming to 
1.5°C through Six Big Moves. 

REAL ESTATE AND FACILITIES STRATEGY AND MASTER PLAN 
A plan to prioritize future facility and land investments to ensure that all District facilities 
and lands will be inclusive for all members of the community.

LIQUID WASTE MANAGEMENT PLAN 
A plan to guide the District’s sanitary sewer management over the next 20 years, including 
Wastewater Treatment Plant upgrades. 

INTEGRATED FLOOD HAZARD MANAGEMENT PLAN 
A comprehensive flood management strategy with over 100 tools designed to manage 
flood risk in Squamish and guide community development over the next five to ten years. 

WATER MASTER PLAN 
A plan to understand the capacity of the District’s water system to provide service to 
accommodate future growth and replacement of aging infrastructure. 

MASTER PLAN 
EXAMPLES

The District’s master plans and strategies are available online at squamish.ca/master-plans

https://squamish.ca/yourgovernment/master-plans/


Master Plan projects are funded by a combination of sources including property taxes 
and Utility fees, as well as grants and through development. Infrastructure improvements 
required by growth due to development are paid for by developers - either by building 
infrastructure directly related to their development, or by paying Development Cost 
Charges (DCCs). DCCs are levied on all new development to pay for new or expanded 
infrastructure such as sewer, water, drainage, parks and roads necessary to adequately 
service the demands of that new development.  

FUNDING FOR 
MASTER PLAN 
INITIATIVES

FIRE HALL
The District of Squamish is under construction with a new Fire Hall which includes an 
Emergency Operations Centre and administration building on the site of the current Alex 
Munro Fire Hall #1 in Valleycliffe. A temporary fire hall was built at the intersection of 
Guilford and Clarke Drives for continued fire protection during construction of the new 
building. 

Identified in: Real Estate and Facilities Master Plan 

Budget: $16.7M 

Funded By: Combination of debt and land reserves. Grant funding will be explored.

LANDFILL’S GAS COLLECTION AND FLARING
The District of Squamish recently completed construction of the Squamish Landfill’s 
Gas Collection and Flaring system. The system is expected to capture up to 90% (or 774 
tonnes) of methane gas at peak efficiency to significantly reduce GHGe emissions in our 
community. Methane gas is generated at the landfill as a naturally-occurring gas from the 
disposal of organic matter. 

Identified in: Community Climate Action Plan

Budget: $1.5M 

Funded By: Community Works Fund (federal grant) and Borrowing

WATER RESERVOIR 
A new water reservoir is being constructed to address a deficiency and accommodate 
continued growth. The new reservoir will also support the Powerhouse Springs wells. 

Identified in: Water Master Plan

Budget: $4M 

Funded By:  Development Cost Charges

MASTER PLANNING 
IN ACTION



WASTE WATER TREATMENT PLANT 
The Waste Water Treatment Plant is being upgraded to achieve ongoing compliance with 
provincial regulations and accommodate community growth. 

Identified in: Liquid Waste Management Plan

Budget: $13M 

Funded By: Development Cost Charges and Wastewater Reserve

XWU’NEKW PARK SEA DIKE
A shoreline upgrade to provide added flood protection for Downtown Squamish is part 
of the Xwu’nekw Park Sea Dike project, located on the Mamquam Blind Channel between 
Victoria and Main Streets. The project involves construction of the dike, waterfront 
walkway and public water access.  

Identified in: Integrated Flood Hazard Management Plan

Budget: $10M 

Funded By: Grants and borrowing

MASTER PLANNING 
IN ACTION


