Tackling Climate Change Series
A Plan to reduce corporate GHG emissions at the District of Squamish

BIG MOVES
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Decarbonize Transportation

4

In 2019, the District of Squamish declared a climate emergency and set the target to reduce
community greenhouse gas emissions (GHG) by 45% by 2030 and achieve Net-Zero emissions
by 2050. The Community Climate Action Plan (CCAP) is a robust plan that guides the
community of Squamish towards 6 Big Moves—strategies to reduce emissions in the key areas
of transportation, buildings, and waste.

What is the MEEP?
The District of Squamish owns and operates more than 20 buildings and 80 fleet vehicles, and
oversees waste collection services. Above and beyond the CCAP, we needed a customized
strategy specific to emissions that the District of Squamish is responsible for.
The Municipal Energy and Emissions Plan (MEEP), explores the impacts of transportation,
buildings, and waste management for all District operations, providing recommendations for
how we can reduce GHG emissions.

By 2030, municipal emissions must be reduced to 730
tonnes CO2e per year, or a 68% reduction from 2030
business as usual projections.
Why Should We Care About the MEEP?

Decarbonize Existing Buildings

Although Squamish residents are not directly responsible for taking the actions outlined in
the MEEP, it’s important to understand local government’s impact on climate action. There are
three key benefits to having a municipal emissions plan:

Leading By Example

Ownership

The District is demonstrating
to the community that
climate action is possible by
developing our own strategy
for reducing GHG emissions.

The MEEP provides a
climate action plan (and
tracking data) that is
entirely within the control
of the District of Squamish.
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Save Costs

The District is able to
reduce costs for heating
and operating buildings,
as well as fuel for
transportation.

BIG MOVES

Going Deep With the MEEP
The District conducted significant research and modelling work to identify and prioritize six
pathways to reducing its energy emissions. The first four pathways can be accomplished in
the short term and represent the largest opportunities for emissions reduction. The final two
pathways are long-term approaches that require further exploration.
1. Retrofit existing buildings
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Short-term

60% emissions reduction

Construct Better Buildings
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The District owns and operates over 20 buildings.
Brennan Park Recreation Centre is a significant
source of emissions, and is due for a retrofit to
address community and climate needs.

2. Construct efficient, low carbon
new facilities

3. Fleet electrification
There are 81 vehicles in the District municipal
fleet. We need all light duty vehicles, and as
many larger vehicles as possible, to be electric
by 2030.

Many municipal buildings are scheduled to be rebuilt with
work underway on some facilities (such as our fire halls). It is
crucial that new constructions be as efficient and low-carbon
as possible.

Up to 89% emissions reduction

90-95% emissions reduction

4. Solid waste collection
The District is responsible for waste collection emissions
(landfill emissions are covered in the CCAP). Electric
garbage trucks are an exciting potential option to reduce
our waste collection emissions.

73% emissions reduction

Long-term

5. Sequestration

Other Organizational Actions

Exploring carbon offsets and supporting initiatives that
capture or reduce emissions are ways for the District to expand
its impact. Forestry, estuary and shoreline restoration projects
(like the Squamish Estuary) all have potential.
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6. Embodied carbon
Embodied carbon refers to emissions related to the
manufacturing, transportation, installation and disposal of all
materials. These emissions are not currently in the MEEP or
CCAP inventories, but the District has received a major grant to
create a guide that focuses on buildings, and is pursuing
circular economy principles.
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