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Snapshot of What We Heard 
The District of Squamish is in the process of considering a pilot project to introduce dog off-leash 
opportunities at certain popular parks, trails and nature areas. The District published an on-line survey in 
April to May 2019 to gather community input from both dog owners and non-dog owners on how to 
maximize harmony in relation to off-leash dogs. Of the 1076 submissions, 912 surveys were fully 
completed representing a completion rate of 85%.  
 
Overall the comments received were positive for the need for off-leash dog areas. A snapshot of what 
we heard is set out in the table below.  
 

Survey Question Response Summary 

1. Dog Owners: Most respondents were dog owners (74%). Some respondents were not dog owners 
(14%). A few were dog owners in the past (9.4%) or were planning to get a dog at 
some point (3%). 

2. Size of Dog: Dogs of all sizes live in Squamish but most respondents have medium to large dogs 
in the 25 -89 lbs weight range (594 responses, representing 76% of the responses). 
There are fewer small dogs below 24 lbs and extra large dogs above 90 lbs. 

3. Use of 
existing 
fenced dog 
parks: 

More than half of the respondents stated that they had not used the existing fenced 
dog parks in the community (572 responses, representing 66% of the responses). 

4. Reasons why: The top reasons respondents choose to use the existing dog parks are: 
• Dog parks provide a safe place for their dog to run around without a leash 

(59%). 
• They want to avoid bothering other people (35%). 
• They want to allow their dog to get exercise (32%).  
• Other reasons include: Wanted to try it out (22 responses); socialization (19 

responses); training (11 responses); and convenience (11 responses). 

5. Reasons why 
not: 

The top reasons respondents choose not to use the existing dog parks are: 
• They are too small (47%) 
• There is nothing for their dog to do (34%) 
• The location is inconvenient (33%) 
• Other main reasons include: Want to exercise with my dog or want to hike or 

bike instead (22 responses); Prefer other locations (13 responses); Not 
enough space to exercise/explore (12 responses); Potential conflict with other 
dogs (10 responses). 

6. Walking dog off 
leash: 

Those that walk their dog off leash always or occasionally represent 653 
respondents or 76% of respondents. Those who never or rarely walked their dogs 
off leash represent 209 or 24% of respondents.  
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Survey Question Response Summary 

7. Always or 
occasionally 
walk dog off 
leash: 

The top reasons respondents choose to always or occasionally walk their dog off 
leash in Squamish are:  
• Dogs get more exercise this way and are more tired (74%) 
• My dog will come when called 66%) 
• Dogs need to run unimpeded (62%) 
• Dogs need to be socialized off leash (59%) 
• I’m running or biking (46%) 
• My dog doesn’t react to other dogs (45%) 
• My dog doesn't react to or harass wildlife i.e. bears, deer, cougars, squirrels, 

birds (39%) 
• Other top reasons include: More enjoyable (29 responses); Follow proper dog 

owner etiquette (18 responses); Trained with good recall (16 responses); 
When walking on hiking trails (10 responses); No enforcement (8 responses) 

8. Never, rarely 
walk dog off 
leash: 

The top reasons respondents choose to never or rarely walk their dog off leash in 
Squamish are:  
• It’s the law (59%) 
• I don’t want to make other people uncomfortable (52%) 
• My dog doesn’t always come when called (33%) 
• Other top reasons include: Too many dog conflicts. Dog safety. Concerned 

with wildlife conflict. Being a responsible dog owner. 

9. Concerns about 
shared off-
leash areas: 

Top concerns about the concept of shared off-leash areas are:  
• Cleanliness (litter and dog waste) (58%) 
• Proper care and control of dogs (54%) 
• Safety for people (35%) 
• Safety for dogs (31%) 
• Other top concerns include: Hours and schedule will not work. Conflict with 

children, bikers, between leashed and unleashed dogs. Need for amenities 
such as parking, signage and public restrooms. Irresponsible dog owners. 
Restrictive size of space. Needs for healthy dogs. Lack of proper training. 
More dog waste not picked up. Addition enforcement burden.  

10. Measures to 
ensure comfort 
with use of off-
leash areas: 

Top measures that would make respondents feel comfortable using a shared off-
leash area are: 
• Proper care and control of dog by owner (66%) 
• Signage at all entry points on rules and responsibilities (57%). 
• Located away from sensitive ecological areas (46%) 
• Education campaigns on dog owner etiquette (45%) 
• Located away from playgrounds and sports fields (35%) 
• Located in an area that doesn’t get heavy public use (33%) 
• Other top measures include: Enforcement of rules or limit number of dogs per 

person. No restrictions. Education is needed. Large area, interesting and 
varied terrain rather than fenced area. Multiple locations. Amenities are 
needed. 
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Survey Question Response Summary 

11. When thinking 
about a shared 
off-leash area, 
what are the 
features that 
are somewhat 
important, 
important or 
very important 
(percentage 
values were 
added 
together): 

• Dogs using off-leash area should be able to return to owner when called (95%) 
• Importance for mechanism to be in place to disqualify dogs with behaviour 

problems (87%) 
• High wildlife activity times - i.e. bears feeding on spawning salmon, should result 

in temporary suspension of the off-leash option (87%) 
• Off-leash areas should have access to water for dogs to play in (73%) 
• A maximum number of dogs per handler should be permitted (69%) 
• Walking distance from home (60%) 
• Off-leash trails should be available for bikes (56%) 
• Area should be fenced (49%) 

The following features were ranked as not at all important: Area should be fenced 
(44%). Off-leash should only be permitted certain times of the day (58%). 

12. Restrictions on 
times of day 
during 
weekdays:  

• Most respondents chose: Early morning (before 9 a.m.).  
• In order of responses, many respondents (over 33%) chose:  

o Early evening (4 p.m. to 7 p.m.) (49%) 
o Late evening (7 p.m. to 9 p.m.) (47%) 
o Mid-morning (9 a.m. to 12 p.m.) (39%) 
o Afternoon (12 p.m. to 4 p.m.) (47%) 

• 31% of respondents had no preference. 

13. Restrictions on 
times of day 
during 
weekends:  

• Most respondents chose: Early morning (before 9 a.m.) (52%) 
• In order of responses, many respondents (over 38%) chose:  

o Late evening (7 p.m. to 9 p.m.) (48%) 
o  Mid-morning (9 a.m. to 12 p.m.)  (47%) 
o Early evening (4 p.m. to 7 p.m.) (45%)  
o Afternoon (12 p.m. to 4 p.m.) (39%) 

• 33% of respondents had no preference.  

14. Locations 
considered as 
pilot projects 
for shared off-
leash areas 
under certain 
conditions.  

• The following were the top rankings of locations in terms of full support with 
or without conditions: 
o Squamish River Dike behind Dog Pound (55%) 
o Stawamus River Dike, Valleycliffe (50%) 
o Trails between the Squamish Valley Golf Club and the Mamquam River 

(49%) 
o Judd Beach Trails, Brackendale (47%) 

• The following were the top rankings of locations in terms of support with 
conditions: 
o Squamish River Dike behind Dog Pound (30%) 
o Trails between the Squamish Valley Golf Club and the Mamquam River 

(29%) 
o Judd Beach Trails, Brackendale  (27%) 
o Merrill Park, Garibaldi Highlands (26%) 
o Stawamus River Dike, Valleycliffe (26%) 

• The following were the top rankings for not supporting the locations with or 
without conditions: 
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Survey Question Response Summary 

o Trails between the Squamish Valley Golf Club and the Mamquam River 
(15%) 

• The following were the top rankings for no opinion: 
o Merrill Park, Garibaldi Highlands (28%) 
o Judd Beach Trails, Brackendale (16%) 
o Stawamus River Dike, Valleycliffe (13%)  

15. Other locations 
to consider:   

In order of number of responses where more than one respondent stated the same 
location the following are other areas that could be considered: Nexen Beach; 
Waterfront; Oceanfront. All Bike trails. Estuary; Old log sort in Estuary. Hydro lines 
by Ray Peters Trail. Rose Park. Four Lakes Trail. Garibaldi Estates area; Coho Park; 
The Covenant Trail.  

16. Squamish 
Estuary as a No 
Go Zone: 

Almost all respondents answered this question: Most respondents, or 70%, strongly 
agreed or agreed with a no-go zone. 19% disagreed. 10% offered no opinion. 

17. Other no-go 
zones: 

With 29 responses, the top zones, with more than one respondent stating the same 
location were: School zones. Mamquam River – spawning channel. Near 
playgrounds. Beaches. Parks. 

18. Other 
comments: 

Of the 24 other comments, there was support for shared off-leash dog areas: 
Enforcement is needed. This is a great idea Times won’t work for every schedule. 
Restrictions needed: Not near playgrounds. Not near wildlife. Appreciate District’s 
attempts to minimize dog conflict. Provide an area at Nexen for off leash. Provide 
hiking trails for both dog and owner exercise. Should be fenced.  
Some comments did not show support for shared off-leash dog areas, such as: No 
shared trails – on or off-leash only. Public education instead of designated off-leash 
areas. Don’t change anything. Must have dog free zones. Squamish is the least 
friendly dog town 

19. Respondent 
neighbourhood: 

Respondents were from various neighbourhoods: including: Valleycliffe, 
Brackendale, Garibaldi Estates/ Highlands, Garibaldi Estates, Downtown. Some 
respondents lived in Dentville, North Yards, Hospital Hill, Finch Drive/Loggers Lane. 

20. Licensed dog: Feedback showed that most dogs were licensed (over 84%). 

 
21. Top reasons for 

not licensing a 
dog were: 

• Did not know it was required (31%) 
• Don’t see a good reason (30%) 
• Do not know how to get dog licensed (17%) 
• Do not have the time (15%) 
• Inconvenient to get the license (10%) 
• Cannot afford to pay the fee (9%) 
• Other reasons include: Do not live in town; not sure; forgot; impractical; 

expensive; not licensing in protest.  
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Introduction 
The District of Squamish is in the process of considering a pilot project to introduce dog off-leash 
opportunities at certain popular parks, trails and nature areas. The District published an on-line survey in 
April to May 2019 to gather community input from both dog owners and non-dog owners on how to 
maximize harmony in relation to off-leash dogs. This report sets out the project background, the 
engagement process and the feedback obtained from the survey process. The results will inform further 
public engagement on the matter and future changes to the Animal Control Bylaw (No 2124, 2009). 

Background 

Key Issues 
With a growing population of dogs and dog owners in the community, the District of Squamish Council 
has prioritized the need to address off-leash dogs, dog owner behaviour and responsibility; and to 
update the Animal Control Bylaw.  
 
Keeping dogs and the community safe is an important and also an emotional issue for people.  Some 
agree with the need to keep dogs leashed at all times; others do not, ranging in perspective from 
wishing to let their dogs run free in at least some places, while others would prefer their dogs to be free 
at all times and places. Impacts from dogs off leash in an area can range from little or none, to very high 
consequences for people, particularly children and dog owners; and wildlife.  
 
The District has a duty to take wildlife and the community’s safety into consideration. In addition, the 
District is responsible for ensuring its bylaws are up to date with changing times, complied with, and 
enforceable. Officers patrol and educate people about leashed areas throughout the community. On 
some occasions, when an officer deems necessary, tickets are issued.  
 
Discussions have taken place in the past about creating one or several dog parks in Squamish while 
bringing on stronger enforcement in other areas. The purpose of creating dog parks would be to give 
people a place to take their dogs somewhere safe and to be able to exercise off leash.  Challenges arise 
in relation to the high costs of creating a fenced dog park and the inability to identify District-owned 
parcels of land. Alternatives such as identifying safe, not fenced, dog off -leash areas, during certain 
times of the day and/or on certain days of the week, may be possible. 
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Project Purpose + Objectives 
The overall purpose of the project is to: 
 
Seek Harmony à  The District seeks a harmonious interface between the community, dogs and 

wildlife and between user groups of the community’s natural recreation assets.  
Seek Safety      à  The District is responsible for ensuring public safety, and the safety and respect 

 of wildlife.  
Work within  
Resources        à  Any decision needs to be realistic and work within existing District resources in  

order to be activated and effective. 
 
The objectives of the project are to: 
 
• Engage with the community and build awareness about the issues relating to dogs off-leash in the 

community and dog owner behavior and responsibility. 

• Inform Bylaw Changes: Utilize public feedback obtained from the engagement process to inform 
draft proposed changes to the Bylaw, as well as develop a draft implementation plan. 

• Seek Council Approval: Update Council about the engagement process, the feedback obtained, 
along with the draft proposed Bylaw amendment; and seek Council approval of the proposed Bylaw 
amendment and direction for implementation. 

Public Engagement  
The District designed an engagement process to inform needed changes and updates to the Animal 
Control Bylaw. 
 
To begin with the process sought feedback on the matter of off-leash dogs in the community and the 
responsibility of dog owners. A key step included disseminating a survey seeking input to initial ideas 
about introducing off-leash opportunities at certain parks, trails and nature areas. Feedback from the 
survey will inform further engagement and changes to the Animal Control Bylaw.  
 
Next steps include developing proposed changes to the Bylaw in relation to dogs off-leash and owner 
responsibility, followed by a public forum or open house to learn about and provide input to those initial 
ideas for changes to the Animal Control Bylaw. See process diagram below.  

 

STAGE 1 
PLANNING 
MARCH 2019

STAGE 2 
SURVEY 

APRIL - MAY 2019

STAGE 3 
DRAFT BYLAW 

CHANGES 
JUNE - AUG 2019

STAGE 4 
OPEN HOUSE

SEPT 2019

STAGE 5
REFINE BYLAW 

CHANGES
SEPT 2019

STAGE 6 
REPORTING 

OCT 2019
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Survey 
This report sets out the results from the survey which was published on April 30, 2019 and closed on 
May 17, 2019. There were 1076 total responses to the survey with 912 completed responses, 
representing a completion rate of 84.8%. There were 164 partial responses. 

What we Heard 
The following sets out respondent feedback to each of the 20 questions. Other open-ended comments 
are synthesized below each question where they were provided.  
 
Use of the following descriptions are used consistently in this report: 
• “Most” is for numbers of responses at or above 51%.  
• “Many” is for numbers of responses between 30 - 50% 
• “Some” is for number of responses between 11 – 29% 
• “Few” or “several” is for number of responses between 1 – 10% 

1. Are you a Dog owner? 

Most respondents (780) were dog owners representing approximately 74% of the respondents to the 
survey. A few were dog owners in the past, approximately 99 respondents, representing approximately 
9.4% respondents. Some respondents were not dog owners, representing 148 or 14% of the 
respondents. Several respondents, representing approximately 28 or 3% of the respondents, were 
planning to get a dog at some point. 

2. What size is your dog? 

Four options were available for dog sizes. The following breaks down respondent answers. 
• Many respondents have large dogs in the 50-89 lbs weight range (335 responses, representing 

43.1% of responses).  
• Many have medium size dogs from 25 – 49 lbs (259 responses, 33.3%).  
• Some have small dogs weighing up to 24 lbs (116 responses, 14.9%).  
• A few respondents have extra-large dogs in the 90 lbs plus weight range (68 responses, 8.7%). 

3. Do you, or have you previously used one of the existing fenced dog parks in 

Squamish? 

No: More than half of the respondents stated that they had not used of the existing fenced dog parks in 
the community (572 responses, representing 65.6% of the responses).  
 
Yes: Many respondents stated they had used a fenced dog park, representing approximately 300 or 
34.4% of the responses. 
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4. If yes, why (select all that apply)? 

The top reasons respondents choose to use the existing dog parks are: 
• Dog parks provide a safe place for their dog to run around without a leash (59%). 
• They want to avoid bothering other people (35%). 
• They want to allow their dog to get exercise (32%).  
• There is one close to their home (83 responses, 27.9%) 

 
Other Reasons: There were 80 respondents (report stated 87) that added other reasons for why they 
used the dog park. The top reasons were: 
• Wanted to try it out (22 responses) 
• Socialization (19 responses) 
• Training (11 responses) 
• Convenience (11 responses) 
• My dog has poor recall (8 responses) 
• Controlled environment (5 responses) 
• Following leash laws (4 responses) 

5. If no, why not (select all that apply)? 

The top reasons respondents choose not to use the existing dog parks are: 
• They are too small (264 responses or 46.9%).  
• There is nothing for their dog to do (190 responses, 33.7%).  
• The location is inconvenient (183 responses, 32.5%).  
• They did not know about the dog parks (161 responses, 28.6%).  
• They are concerned about conflict with other dogs (159 responses, 28.2%).  
• They are concerned about a of lack of care and control by dog owners (113 responses, 20.1%).  
 
Other Reasons: There were 95 respondents that added other reasons for why they did not use the dog 
park.  The top reasons were: 
• Want to exercise with my dog or want to hike or bike instead (22 responses) 
• Prefer other locations (13 responses) 
• Not enough space to exercise/explore (12 responses) 
• Potential conflict with other dogs (10 responses) 
• Use backyard instead (7 responses) 
• Not well designed (7 responses) 
• Health concerns – transmittable diseases (5 responses) 
• No swimming or water access (5 responses) 
• Do not live in Squamish (4 responses) 
• Not close to home (3 responses) 
• Didn’t know about them (3 responses) 
• Always walk on leash (1 response) 
• Have good recall/trained (1 response) 
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• District should not fund with tax dollars (1 responses) 
• Fence too short (1 response) 

6. Do you (or did you) walk your dog off leash in Squamish?  

Occasionally/Always: Of the 862 responses to this question, there are 390 respondents that 
occasionally walk their dogs off leash in Squamish (representing 45.2% of responses) and 263 
respondents who always walk their dogs off leash (representing 30.5% of the responses). Together, 
those that walk their dog off leash always or occasionally represent 653 respondents or 75.7% of 
respondents.  
 
Never/ Rarely: Some respondents (120, 13.9%) never walk their dogs off leash and some rarely walked 
their dogs off leash (89 respondents, 10.3%). This group who never or rarely walked their dogs off leash 
represent 209 or 24.1% of respondents.  

7. If always or occasionally, please state why (select all that apply) 

The top reasons respondents choose to always or occasionally walk their dog off leash in Squamish are:  
• Dogs get more exercise this way and are more tired (73.8%, 474) 
• My dog will come when called (66.2%, 425) 
• Dogs need to run unimpeded (61.7%, 396) 
• Dogs need to be socialized off leash (59.0%, 379) 
• I’m running or biking (46.4%, 298) 
• My dog doesn’t react to other dogs (44.9%, 288) 
• My dog doesn't react to or harass wildlife i.e. bears, deer, cougars, squirrels, birds (39.3%-252) 
• I have no access to a private backyard (22.6%, 145) 
• It’s easier (19.2%, 123) 

 
Other Reasons: There were 103 respondents that added other reasons for why they always or 
occasionally walk their dogs off leash. The top reasons were: 
• More enjoyable (29 responses) 
• Follow proper dog owner etiquette (18 responses) 
• Trained with good recall (16 responses) 
• When walking on hiking trails (10 responses) 
• No enforcement (8 responses) 
• Socialization (7 responses) 
• Better exercise (7 responses) 
• To allow swimming (3 responses) 
• Protection from wildlife (1 response) 
• Physically easier  (1 response) 
• Use professional dog walking service (1 response) 
• Off leash parks are too small ( 1 response) 
• Not enough off leash areas (1 response) 
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8. If never or rarely, please state why not (select all that apply). 

The top reasons respondents choose to never or rarely walk their dog off leash in Squamish are: 
• It’s the law (59.4%, 120) 
• I don’t want to make other people uncomfortable (51.5%, 104) 
• My dog doesn’t always come when called (32.7%, 66) 
• I don’t want to be confronted by other trail users (26.7%, 54) 
• My dog is timid with other dogs and needs to stay close (19.3%, 39) 
• My dog is aggressive with other dogs (12.4%, 25) 
• My dog likes to jump up (6.9%, 14) 

 
Other Reasons: There were 57 respondents that added other reasons for why they never or rarely walk 
their dogs off leash. The top reasons were: 
• Too many dog conflicts (12 responses) 
• Dog safety (11 responses) 
• Concerned with wildlife conflict (8 responses) 
• Being a responsible dog owner (7 responses) 
• Dog has poor recall (5 responses) 
• Dog has physical disability (3 responses) 
• It is the law (2 responses) 
• Dog is reactive to other dogs (2 responses) 
• Potential health hazards (2 responses) 
• Do not own a dog (1 response) 
• Resource guarding (1 response) 
• Chases bikers and runners (1 response) 
• Environmentally responsible (1 response) 
• Do not live here (1 response) 

9. Please identify any concerns you may have about the concept of a shared off-

leash areas (select all that apply). 

Top concerns about the concept of shared off-leash areas are:  
• Cleanliness (litter and dog waste) (57.6%, 554) 
• Proper care and control of dogs (54.2%, 521) 
• Safety for people (35.0%, 336) 
• Safety for dogs (30.7%, 295) 
• Off-leash activity at non off-leash times (27.1%, 260) 
• Conflict with wildlife (24.5%, 235) 
• No concern (23.9%, 230) 
• Conflict with sports or other users of the space (21.4%, 206) 
• Potential environmental impacts (15.0%, 144) 
• Fear of dogs (12.0%, 115) 
• Availability of parking (10.5%, 101) 
• Noise (3.1%, 30) 
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Other Reasons: There were 90 respondents that added other reasons about the concept of a shared 
off-leash dog area, The top reasons are organized into groupings as follows: 
 
• Hours and Schedule: Hours won’t work with some schedules (16 responses) 
• Conflict: Conflict with Children (5 responses); bikers (3 responses); between leashed and unleashed 

dogs (2 responses). No dog toys to fight over (1 response); chases balls on golf course (1 response); 
allergies (1 response) 

• Parking, signage and Amenities: No public restrooms (3 responses); Parking and Car Traffic (2 
responses); Proper signage (1 response) 

• Regarding Dog Owners: Irresponsible dog owners (7 responses); Lack of compliance from dog 
owners (7 responses) 

• Size of Space: Too restrictive (8 responses) 
• Exercise: Needs for healthy dogs (8 responses) 
• Training: Lack of proper training (7 responses) 
• Dog Waste: More dog waste not picked up (6 responses) 
• Enforcement: Addition burden to enforcement (6 responses) 
• Environment: Avoid sensitive environmental areas (2 responses) 
• Size of Breed: One area for large breeds and one for small (1 response) 
• Administration: Too much administrative control over citizens (1 response) 
• Dog Free Areas: Want a dog free zone (1 response) 
• No concerns: No Issues (1 response) 

10.  What measures would make you feel comfortable using a shared off-leash area 

(select all that apply)?  

Top measures that would make respondents feel comfortable using a shared off-leash area are: 
• Proper care and control of dog by owner (65.8%, 633) 
• Signage at all entry points on rules and responsibilities (57.4%, 552) 
• Located away from sensitive ecological areas (45.9%, 442) 
• Education campaigns on dog owner etiquette (45.1%, 434) 
• Located away from playgrounds and sports fields (35.4%, 341) 
• Located in an area that doesn’t get heavy public use (33.0%, 317) 
• Enforcement of shared off-leash area (28.5%, 274) 
• Maximum number of dogs per owner allowed (26.0%, 250) 
• Specific times for shared use (18.6%, 179) 

 
Other Reasons: There were 101 respondents that added other reasons regarding measures that would 
make them feel comfortable using a shared off-leash area. The top reasons are organized into groupings 
as follows: 
 

Enforcement, Restrictions 
• Heavy enforcement of the rules (15 responses) 
• Limit number of dogs per person (1 response) 
• Only adult handlers (1 response) 



Dog Off-Leash Survey Summary, July 2019 13 

Education  
• Education on proper dog owner etiquette (10 responses) 
• Education for non-dog owners (4 responses) 

Space, Terrain, Location 
• Large area required (7 responses) 
• Interesting terrain for dogs (3 responses) 
• Trails instead of a fenced area (2 responses) 
• Multiple locations around town (1 response) 

No restrictions 
• Always off leash, no time restrictions (11 responses) 

No issues 
• Already feel comfortable (8 responses) 

Amenities 
• Available dog waste bags and garbage bins (6 responses) 
• Fenced (4 responses) 
• Good signage (3 responses) 
• Not close to traffic (2 responses) 
• Restrooms available (1 response) 
• Parking (1 response) 
• Water available (1 response) 
• Make trails accessible to seniors (1 response) 

Will not use 
• Will not use (5 responses) 

Dog Health 
• Dogs must be vaccinated (2 responses) 
• Dogs must be spayed or neutered (2 responses) 

Dog Behaviour 
• Known aggressive dogs need to be muzzled (2 responses) 
• Free dog training classes (1 response) 

Wildlife, Environment 
• Avoid active wildlife zones (1 response) 
• Away from environmentally sensitive areas (1 response) 

No Enforcement 
• Don’t want to see tax dollars going to enforcement (2 responses) 

Safety 
• Safe space to remove leash (1 response) 

Dog Licensing  
• Dogs must be licenced (1 response)  
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11. When thinking about a shared off-leash area, please rank each of the following 

in terms of level of importance to you: 

Nine options were available for this question. The total number of responses were fairly similar for all 
options, with an average of 940 responses per option. The following summarizes the percentage and 
number of those who thought the option was somewhat important, important or very important, and 
those who thought the option was not at all important. Those respondents who noted no opinion either 
way were typically less than 15% of the total responses. Where the ranking achieved more than 10% it is 
noted.  
 
The options are organized by the order of the response rankings for somewhat to very important. 
 
Dogs using off-leash area should be able to return to owner when called 
• This option was somewhat important, important or very important to 891 (95.4%) respondents.  
• This was not at all important to 22 respondents, representing 2.4% of the responses. 

 
A maximum number of dogs per handler should be permitted 
• This option was somewhat important, important or very important to 828 (88.6%) respondents.  
• This was not at all important to 194 respondents, representing 20.7% of the responses.  
• There were 97 respondents who did not have an opinion either way, representing 10.4% of the 

responses. 

 
Importance for mechanism to be in place to disqualify dogs with behaviour problems 
• This option was somewhat important, important or very important to 821 (88.6%) respondents.  
• This was not at all important to 61 respondents, representing 6.6% of the responses. 

 
High wildlife activity times - i.e. bears feeding on spawning salmon, should result in temporary 
suspension of the off-leash option 
• This option was somewhat important, important or very important to 809 (86.8%) respondents.  
• This was not at all important to 84 respondents, representing 9% of the responses.  

 
Off-leash areas should have access to water for dogs to play in 
• This option was somewhat important, important or very important to 686 (73.4%) respondents.  
• This was not at all important to 178 respondents, representing 19% of the responses. 

 
Walking distance from home 
• This option was somewhat important, important or very important to 564 (60.4%) respondents.  
• This was not at all important to 248 respondents, representing 26.6% of the responses.  
• There were 120 respondents who did not have an opinion either way, representing almost 13% of 

the responses. 
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Off-leash trails should be available for bikes 
• This option was somewhat important, important or very important to 516 (55.6%) respondents.  
• This was not at all important to 267 respondents, representing 28.7% of the responses.  
• There were 147 respondents who did not have an opinion either way, representing almost 16% of 

the responses. 

 
Area should be fenced 
• This option was somewhat important, important or very important to 461 (49%) respondents. 
• This was not at all important to 414 respondents, representing 44% of the responses. 

 
Off-leash should only be permitted certain times of the day 
• This option was somewhat important, important or very important to 172 (30.4%) respondents.  
• This was not at all important to 539 (58%) of the responses.  
• There were 108 respondents who did not have an opinion either way, representing almost 12% of 

the responses. 

12.   What times of day should a shared off-leash space permit off-leash dogs on 

weekdays (select all that apply)? 

The following options are ordered by the number of responses received. 
 
Most respondents chose: Early morning (before 9 a.m.) (51.8%, 480) 
 
Many chose the following options: 
• Early evening (4 p.m. to 7 p.m.)  (49.1%, 455) 
• Late evening (7 p.m. to 9 p.m.)  (46.6%, 432) 
• Mid-morning (9 a.m. to 12 p.m.)  (38.5%, 357) 
• Afternoon (12 p.m. to 4 p.m.)  (33.4%, 310) 

Approximately 31% (285) of the respondents had no preference. 

13. What times of day should a shared off-leash space permit off-leash dogs on 

weekends (select all that apply)? 

The following options are ordered by the number of responses received. 
 
Most respondents chose: Early morning (before 9 a.m.)  (52.3%, 484) 
Many respondents chose the following options: 
• Late evening (7 p.m. to 9 p.m.)  (47.9%, 444) 
• Mid-morning (9 a.m. to 12 p.m.)  (46.7%, 432) 
• Early evening (4 p.m. to 7 p.m.)  (45.4%, 420) 
• Afternoon (12 p.m. to 4 p.m.)  (38.9%, 360) 

Approximately 32.6% (302) of the respondents had no preference. 
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14. The following locations are being considered as pilot projects for shared off-

leash areas under certain conditions. Please rank your level of support for each 

area: 

Five options for locations were available for this question. The total number of responses were fairly 
similar for all options, with an average of 912 responses per option. The following summarizes the level 
of support by respondents for each location. Respondents could rank their support for each location as: 
Do not support the location with or without conditions | Support with conditions | Fully support with or 
without conditions | No opinion either way.  
 
Squamish River Dike behind Dog Pound 
• Most respondents fully supported this location with or without conditions (496, 54.7%).  
• Many supported this location with conditions (273, 30.1%).  
• A few did not support the location with or without conditions (59, 6.5%). 
• A few had no opinion either way (79, 8.7%). 

 
Stawamus River Dike, Valleycliffe 
• Many respondents fully supported this location with or without conditions (450, 49.5%).  
• Some supported this location with conditions (236, 25.9%).  
• Some respondents did not support the location with or without conditions (102, 11.2%). 
• Some had no opinion either way (122, 13.4%). 

 
Trails between the Squamish Valley Golf Club and the Mamquam River 
• Many respondents fully supported this location with or without conditions (448, 49.3%).  
• Some supported this location with conditions (264, 29.1%).  
• Some did not support with or without conditions (136, 15%).  
• A few had no opinion either way (60, 6.6%). 

 
Judd Beach Trails, Brackendale 
• Many respondents fully supported this location with or without conditions (432, 47.4%).  
• Some supported this location with conditions (242, 26.5%).  
• A few did not support with or without conditions (88, 9.6%).  
• Some had no opinion either way (150, 16.4%). 

 
Merrill Park, Garibaldi Highlands 
• Many respondents fully supported this location with conditions (351, 38.8%).  
• Some supported it with conditions (232, 25.7%).  
• A few did not support it with or without conditions (66, 7.3%). 
• Some had no opinion either way (255, 28.2%). 
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15. Where else should we consider a shared off-leash area? (List more than one 

location in the same field separated by a comma). 

There were 40 responses to this question: 
• Nexen Beach (4 responses), Waterfront (1 responses), Oceanfront (1 responses) 
• All Bike trails (3 responses) 
• Estuary (2 responses), Old log sort in Estuary (1 response) 
• Hydro lines by Ray Peters Trail (2 responses) 
• Rose Park (2 responses) 
• Everywhere (2 responses) 
• Four Lakes Trail (2 responses) 
• Garibaldi Estates area: Coho Park (1 response), The Covenant Trail (1 response) 
• Smoke Bluffs (1 responses) 
• Downtown (1 responses) 
• Pat Goode Park (1 responses) 
• Spit (1 responses) 
• John Hunter Park, Valleycliffe (1 response)  
• Trails off Cherry Drive in Valleycliffe (1 response) 
• Brennan Park (1 response) 
• Mashiter Trail (1 response) 
• Stawamus River Dike between Cedar and Valley Drive (1 response) 
• Little Stawamus Creek ( 1 response) 
• Loggers Creek Trail Loop (1 response) 
• Quest University Trails (1 response) 
• The Chief (1 response) 
• Alice Lake (1 response) 
• Jack’s Trail (1 response) 
• Trestle Trail (1 response) 
• Train Tracks (1 response) 
• All hiking trails (1 response) 

16. The Squamish Estuary (Wildlife Management Area) is being considered a “no 

go” zone for off-leash dogs, meaning that dogs MUST be leashed in this area at 

all times. This is to protect important wildlife and natural habitat values. 

Enforcement would be prioritized. Do you agree or disagree with this 

approach?    

There were 912 responses to this question.  
 
Agree/Strongly Agree: Most respondents agreed or strongly agreed with this approach (70.2%, 640).  
Disagree/Strongly Disagree: Some respondents disagreed or strongly disagreed with this approach 
(19.4%, 177).  
No opinion: Some had no opinion either way (10.4%, 95). 
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17. Where else should we consider a “no go” zone for off-leash dogs? (List more 

than one location in the same field separated by a comma). 

There were 29 responses to this question: 
• School zones (4 responses) 
• Mamquam River – spawning channel (3 responses) 
• Near playgrounds (3 responses) 
• Beaches (2 responses) 
• Parks (2 responses) 
• Everywhere (2 response) 
• Areas with increased wildlife activity (1 response) 
• Area with high pedestrian traffic (1 responses) 
• Areas with high car traffic (1 response) 
• Corridor trails (1 response) 
• Discovery trail (1 response) 
• Ray Peters Trail (1 response) 
• Main Streets (1 response) 
• Residential areas (1 response) 
• Brennan Park (1 response) 
• Bike trails (1 response) 
• Sensitive ecological areas (1 response) 
• Rose Park (1 response) 
• None (1 response) 

18. Do you have any other comments about shared off-leash dog areas? 

There were 24 responses to this question summarized as follows: 
 
Support shared off-leash dog areas 
• Enforcement is needed (5 responses) 
• This is a great idea (4 responses) 
• Times won’t work for every schedule (3 responses) 
• Restrictions: Not near playgrounds (1 response); Not near wildlife (1 response) 
• Appreciate District’s attempts to minimize dog conflict (1 response) 
• Provide an area at Nexen for off leash (1 response) 
• Provide hiking trails for both dog and owner exercise (1 response) 
• Should be fenced (1 response) 

Do not supporting shared off-leash dog areas 
• No shared trails – on or off-leash only (2 responses) 
• Public education instead of designated off leash areas (1 response) 
• Squamish is the least friendly dog town (1 response) 
• Don’t change anything (1 response) 
• Must have dog free zones (1 response) 
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19. Please help us understand more about your preferences by telling us which 

neighbourhood you live in. 

There were 903 respondents to this question. Respondents lived in Valleycliffe (17.8%), Brackendale 
(16.1%), Garibaldi Estates/ Highlands (15.6%), Garibaldi Estates (15.5%), Downtown (13.3). Fewer 
respondents lived in Dentville, North Yards, Hospital Hill, Finch Drive/Loggers Lane and other areas. 

20. Is your dog currently licensed in the District of Squamish? 

There were 685 responses to this question. Most respondents stated that their dogs are licensed in the 
District (576, 84.1%). Some stated their dogs are not licensed in the District (109, 15.9%). 

21.  What is the reason why your dog is not licensed (check all that apply)? 

The top reasons for not licensing their dog: 
• Didn’t know it was required.  (31.2%, 34) 
• I don’t see a good reason to license my dog.  (30.3%, 33) 
• Don’t know how to get it licensed.  (16.5%, 18) 
• Haven’t had time. (14.7%, 16) 
• Inconvenient for me to get license. (10.1%, 11) 
• Can’t afford to pay the fee.  (9.2%, 10) 

 

Other Reasons: There were 37 respondents that added other reasons for not licensing their dog. The 
comments are grouped as follows: 
• Do not live here: Licenced in another municipality (9 responses); Recently moved (6 responses); Do 

not live here (5 responses; Live outside District boundaries (4 responses); No fixed address (1 
response). 

• Not sure/forgot/ impractical: Not sure if licence is current (2 responses); Forgot (2 responses); 
Want to renew online (1 response); Dog doesn’t wear a collar (1 response). 

• Expensive: Too expensive (2 responses): Waiting for spay/neuter for less expensive rate (1 
response) 

• Protest/Disagreement: Protesting off leash situation (1 response); No benefits for having a licence 
(1 response); Do not like Animal Control/Bylaw(1 response). 
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Executive Summary 

Introduction 
This report sets out the feedback from the Dog Off-Leash Areas Open House that was held on September 26, 

2019 at the Brennan Park Recreation Centre Lobby from 4:00 pm – 7:00 pm and the online comments that were 

received following the open house up to October 11, 2019. 

 

With a growing population of dogs and dog owners in the community, the District of Squamish Council has 

prioritized the need to address off-leash dogs, dog owner behaviour and responsibility, and to update the 

Animal Control Bylaw.  

 

Fenced dog parks were not in the scope of this engagement process. The focus of this process was on seeking to 

identify the community’s feedback on safe, non-fenced, dog off-leash areas. However, to ensure a clear record 

of all input, all comments have been included, summarized and themed. 

 

The overall purpose of the project was to: 

 

Seek Harmony à  The District seeks a harmonious interface between the community, dogs and wildlife and 

between user groups of the community’s natural recreation assets.  

 

Seek Safety      à  The District is responsible for ensuring public safety, and the safety and respect 

 of wildlife.  

Within  
Resources        à  Any decision needs to be realistic and work within existing District resources in  

order to be activated and effective. 

 

The objectives of the project were to: 

• Engage with the community and build awareness about the issues relating to dogs off leash in the 

community and dog owner behavior and responsibility. 

 

• Inform Bylaw Changes: Utilize public feedback obtained from the engagement process to inform draft 

proposed changes to the Bylaw, as well as develop a draft implementation plan. 

 

• Seek Council Approval: Update Council about the engagement process, the feedback obtained, along with 

the draft proposed Bylaw amendment; and seek Council approval of the proposed Bylaw amendment and 

direction for implementation. 
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What We Did 
Following past discussions with community members regarding off-leash dogs, the District designed the 

engagement process to inform needed changes and updates to the Animal Control Bylaw. The process timeline 

involved the following stages.  

 

 

Following the survey, Stage 4 in September - October included an Open House and subsequent online feedback. 

The Open House saw 50 members of the public attending to review posters on the project and proposed pilot 

areas and provide feedback. There were 204 online comments received following the open house.  

The following sets out a snapshot of the main feedback themes we heard from the public.  

 

Overall comments are set out in this report in section 3: What We Heard. The detailed specific comments are in 

a separate Appendix Report.   

Summary Snapshot of What We Heard 
The main feedback themes we heard throughout this initiative are noted in the table below. The top themes are 

organized according to the poster feedback as follows: Proposed Pilot Areas; Owner Responsibility; 

Enforcement; and Volunteering. 

A. Comments about the Proposed Pilot Areas 

Feedback Theme Area Concerns Suggestions 
Like the shared use 
and water access 
 

Many responses noted liking that the 

proposed pilot areas are shared with 

others and not exclusively for off-leash 

dogs. It was emphasized that a 

majority of dog walkers already use 

these proposed areas.  

Having water access was seen as 

important for dogs to help them cool 

down during warm weather. 

Concerns with time 
restrictions  

Many responses indicated that the 

proposed time restrictions do not work 

for families or people who do shift 

work (e.g., public servants, health / 

safety workers).  

 

Many time restriction modifications were 

suggested such as extending off-leash to 

all day, or from dawn to noon, or dawn to 

dusk. Many suggested shifting the times 

forward in the fall - winter “darker” 

periods. Weekend-only restrictions were 

suggested to avoid conflict when the area 

is busy with many users. Others asked for 

no weekend restrictions, when more 

people are off work and can use the area. 

Summer time restrictions were noted, 

when the pilot off-leash areas are busier 

with families.  

STAGE 1 
PLANNING 
MARCH 2019

STAGE 2 
SURVEY 

APRIL - MAY 2019

STAGE 3 
DRAFT BYLAW 

CHANGES 
JUNE - AUG 2019

STAGE 4 
ENGAGEMENT 
SEPT - OCT 2019

STAGE 5
REFINE BYLAW 

CHANGES
OCT 2019

STAGE 6 
REPORTING 

NOV 2019
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Concerns with size/ 
space of proposed 
areas 

There were many concerns about the 

size and the location of the off-leash 

areas. 

Some comments suggested increasing 

the size of the smaller off-leash areas that 

had more green space around them (e.g., 

Merrill Park site) to enable dogs to run 

and exercise.  

 

In regards to the river areas, some 

suggestions included adding more green 

space.  

 

Other comments suggested keeping the 

off-leash area to the trails or dike only, 

particularly during busy family times or 

during sensitive spawning seasons.  

 

Do not like off-leash 
dogs in sensitive 
environments unless 
seasonal closures in 
place 
 

Many comments were received noting 

that off-leash dogs should not be 

allowed in sensitive environments 

which are critical habitat for spawning 

salmon and an array of wildlife (e.g., 

feeding sites for eagles and bears).  

 

Suggestions to address this concern 

included ensuring seasonal closures are in 

place; typically October to January; and 

monitoring and enforcing the closures. It 

was noted that with seasonal closures, 

these sensitive areas could more likely be 

workable as dog off-leash areas. 

 

Area too busy for off-
leash dogs 
 

Some comments emphasized the 

proposed areas are too busy for off-

leash dogs. For example, the areas 

would be shared with bikers, runners, 

children, moms, elders, physically 

disabled, and on-leash dogs and dog 

walkers. Such a mix of users was seen 

to lead to possible conflicts.   

 

Suggestions to address the busyness and 

potential conflict included adding signage 

to build awareness of the shared-use off-

leash dog area, so that people could 

enter with knowledge of the area. 

Requiring dogs to be on-leash during busy 

periods and seasons was a further 

suggestion. 

 

Increase in parking and 
traffic issues at some 
of the neighbourhood 
sites needs to be 
managed 
 

There was a concern about an increase 

in parking and traffic issues at some of 

the neighbourhood sites. 

 

A few comments emphasized the need to 

ensure parking issues are addressed in 

neighbourhood areas such as Merrill, 

Judd Beach, or Valleycliffe, where parking 

and traffic are already a growing 

problem. 
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B. Comments about Owner Responsibility 

Feedback Theme Area Concerns Suggestions 
 
 
Various likes regarding owner 
responsibility conditions 

 

• Restrictions to off-leash areas 

during potential wildlife 

conflicts and spawning seasons 

• Increasing fines for not picking 

up after dog waste. 

• The requirement that owners 

are to be responsible for their 

own dogs, keep their dogs in 

sight, and respectful of other 

people’s concerns and their on-

leash dogs. 

• Maximum of 3 dogs per adult 

in off-leash areas. 

 

The requirement for dog recall was 

liked. It was seen as very 

important but also needs to be fair 

and reasonable; 100% recall may 

not be realistic. 

 

Many agreed with this initiative, as 

long as owners pick up after their 

pet and waste containers are 

provided along the path. 

Main concern is owners not 
picking up after their dog 
 

A majority of concerns were about 

the need to address dog waste 

problem and owners not picking 

up after their dogs. There were 

queries about clarifying how 

picking up dog waste could be 

monitored and enforced.  

 

Some suggested the need for more 

dog waste bag dispensaries and 

garbage bins placed along 

pathways. Others commented that 

dog walking companies should be 

required to pick up dog waste 

during their walks. A few noted 

that special bio-digesters could be 

introduced as part of the waste 

management system that handles 

dog waste and compostable dog 

waste bags. 

 

Uncontrolled dogs in busy areas 
and need for increasing owner 
awareness through education 
programming 
 

Many comments were received 

expressing a very strong concern 

about uncontrolled, aggressive or 

even excited, off leash dogs that 

“run up to,” “charge,” or “attack” 

on-leash dogs. The on-leash dogs 

could be submissive, scared or 

reactive, and then there could be a 

conflict. Uncontrolled off-leash 

dogs could also charge or attack 

children or elderly walkers on the 

trails. 

 

Suggestions to address this 

concern included: 

• Creating a dog off-leash 

etiquette for owners on 

leashing their dogs or keeping 

them under control if other on-

leash dog owners request them 

to do so.  

• DOS collaborating with trainers 

to offer affordable or a free 

drop-in dog owner/dog 

behaviour training and off-

leash education class.  

• Signage at all off-leash areas 

that builds awareness about 

the impacts of off-leash dogs 
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on other people and the 

environment, and that sets out 

the conditions for off-leash use 

of the area. 

• Support signage and this 

initiative with on-site 

awareness and education by 

staff, volunteers or Bylaw 

Officers at the off-leash areas 

and other well-known places 

where people take their dogs. 

 

C. Comments about Enforcement 

Feedback Theme Area Concerns Suggestions 
 
 
Various likes regarding 
enforcement of the bylaw 
 

• Agree with creating a clear 

process to address aggressive 

and dangerous dogs. 

• Like the new additional training 

requirement for 

reclassification. 

• Like the new 

classification/tiered approach 

for dogs. 

• Good to see strengthening of 

Animal Welfare Laws - 

important to empower officers 

and pound workers.  

 

• Suggestion to reclassify to: 

Temperamental à Aggressive 

à Dangerous 

o Vicious and Dangerous 

have similar meaning. 

• Consider a new clause in the 

bylaw for dogs left in hot cars. 

Monitoring and enforcement is a 
real concern by many 
respondents.  

There is a strong view for the need 

to manage both dog behaviour 

and owner responsibility.  

 

Some noted that the off-leash 

initiative assumes owners will 

follow the rules.  

 

 

Questions that arose often 

included:  

Will there be more Bylaw Officers 

hired to support enforcing the 

bylaw? Will there be monitoring at 

the off-leash areas, and what 

about other areas where people 

take their dogs off leash? How can 

off-leash dogs be controlled so 

they do not bother others or enter 

places they shouldn’t? Will there 

be monitoring/ enforcement of 

owner responsibilities?  

It was noted that responses to 

these questions would be helpful 

to the community. 
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Concerns with dog deeming and 
assessment 
 

Some comments noted concerns 

with dog deeming, such as the 

need for a professional behaviour 

specialist to deem the dogs, not 

bylaw staff.  

 

 

Some noted that bylaw staff 

should be professionally trained to 

learn how to assess and deem 

dogs. Several comments 

emphasized the need to develop a 

clear, formal and transparent 

decision-making and appeal 

process for deemed dogs. Various 

questions arose in regards to 

assessing dog behaviour: 

• What are the considerations 

for being ‘dangerous’?  

• Who will deem the dog 

“dangerous”?  

• What is a ‘minor’ or ‘serious’ 

incident?  

• How will “aggressive” dogs be 

monitored?  

 

Some dislikes with dog deeming 
and assessment 

Some noted that there should be 

no relief from aggressive dog 

deeming.  

 

Some felt “Dangerous dogs should 

not be allowed off leash. Keeping 

dogs on leash will minimize 

issues/dog attacks.”  

 

Some felt the changes to the 

bylaws seem arbitrary, that cost is 

too much to taxpayers and that 

this initiative would create more 

paperwork for Animal Control.  

 

A few did not agree with the off-

leash proposal and suggested 

keeping to the status quo. 
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D. Comments about volunteering 

Feedback Theme Area Concerns Suggestions 
 
 
Like volunteer ambassador 
program 
 

Overall there was agreement with 

a volunteer ambassador program.  

 

Comments included: We can learn 

from other areas such as Sechelt, 

Ambelside and the Capital 

Regional District. Such a program 

would create the ability to provide 

and receive feedback to 

continually improve on this pilot 

initiative. 
Confrontation towards volunteers 
 

Many noted that a volunteer 

program would still require strong 

Bylaw Officers and enforcement 

presence. 

Education and training would be 

needed for volunteers and Bylaw 

Officers to address dog owner 

confrontation (and other matters 

such as what to do about people 

scared of dogs or enthusiastic/ 

aggressive dogs, etc.). 

Do not like the idea of 
volunteering in a potentially high 
confrontation situation 
 

There were an array of comments 

emphasizing that volunteering is 

not an easy task, as there can be a 

high incidence of confrontation 

with people regarding their off-

leash dogs in sensitive 

environments; owner 

responsibilities; not picking up 

waste, and aggressive or even 

enthusiastic dog behaviour.  

•  

• Several felt that the task of 

speaking with the public / dog 

owners may be better suited to 

Bylaw Officers, unless 

volunteers are appropriately 

trained. 

 

E. Other Comments 

 

Other comments provided that were not the focus of this engagement process but which are noted for the 

record are as follows: 

• Off-leash dogs should be permitted only in controlled areas such as a fenced-in field or park where the 

doors should be doubled up and remain closed for the safety of those outside the park. 

• Consider a community fundraising initiative to build fenced parks. 

• Consider fencing for dogs that cannot be off-leash. 

• Consider Brennan Park for a fenced park as a test during winter months. 

• Consider no-dog bylaw at markets and fairs. 

• Stronger signage and bylaws are needed to address human waste, not only dog waste. 
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1 Introduction 

This report sets out the feedback from the Dog Off-Leash Areas Open House that was held on September 26, 

2019 at the Brennan Park Recreation Centre Lobby from 4:00 pm – 7:00 pm and the Online Comments that were 

received following the Open House. 

 

This engagement process follows an Online Survey that was distributed in April/May 2019 to gather community 

input from both dog owners and non-dog owners on how to maximize harmony in relation to off-leash dog 

areas. Feedback from the survey shows that there was support for off-leash areas. The results were compiled in 

a report and are available from the District.  

 

The survey results were used to inform ideas for pilot areas, conditions and enforcement. The information was 

presented on posters at the Open House and posted online for general comments in the week following the 

open house. Results from the engagement process will inform future changes to the Animal Control Bylaw. 

1.1  Background 
With a growing population of dogs and dog owners in the community, the District of Squamish Council has 

prioritized the need to address off-leash dogs, dog owner behaviour and responsibility, and to update the 

Animal Control Bylaw.  

 

Keeping dogs and the community safe is an important and also an emotional issue for people.  Some agree with 

the need to keep dogs leashed at all times; others do not, ranging in perspective from wishing to let their dogs 

run free in at least some places, while others would prefer their dogs to be free at all times and places. Impacts 

from dogs off-leash in an area can range from little or none, to very high consequences for people, particularly 

those that are scared of, or dislike, dogs; other dog owners; and wildlife.  

 

The District has a duty to take wildlife and the community’s safety into consideration. In addition, the District is 

responsible for ensuring its bylaws are up to date with changing times, complied with, and enforceable. Officers 

patrol and educate people about leashed areas throughout the community. On some occasions, when an officer 

deems necessary, tickets are issued.  

1.2  What is Beyond Scope? 

1.2.1  Dog Parks 
Discussions have taken place in the past about creating one or several dog parks in Squamish while bringing on 

stronger enforcement in other areas. The purpose of creating dog parks would be to give people a place to take 

their dogs somewhere safe and to be able to exercise off leash. Challenges arise in relation to the high costs of 
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creating a fenced dog park and identifying suitable District-owned land parcels. As such, fenced dog parks were 

not in the scope of this engagement process. The focus of this process was on seeking to identify the 

community’s feedback on safe, non-fenced, dog off-leash areas. However, to ensure a clear record of all input, 

all comments have been included, summarized and themed. 

1.2.2  On-Leash Dogs 
This process does not include on-leash dogs. On-Leash dogs are allowed to co-exist with others, in all areas. 

1.3 Project Purpose and Objectives 
The overall purpose of the project was to: 

 

Seek Harmony à  The District seeks a harmonious interface between the community, dogs and wildlife and 

between user groups of the community’s natural recreation assets.  

 

Seek Safety      à  The District is responsible for ensuring public safety, and the safety and respect 

 of wildlife.  

Within  
Resources        à  Any decision needs to be realistic and work within existing District resources in  

order to be activated and effective. 

 

The objectives of the project were to: 

 

• Engage with the community and build awareness about the issues relating to dogs off leash in the 

community and dog owner behavior and responsibility. 

 

• Inform Bylaw Changes: Utilize public feedback obtained from the engagement process to inform draft 

proposed changes to the Bylaw, as well as develop a draft implementation plan. 

 

• Seek Council Approval: Update Council about the engagement process, the feedback obtained, along with 

the draft proposed Bylaw amendment; and seek Council approval of the proposed Bylaw amendment and 

direction for implementation. 
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2 What We Did 

Following past discussions with community members regarding off-leash dogs, the District designed an 

engagement process to inform needed changes and updates to the Animal Control Bylaw. The process timeline 

involved the following stages.  

 

 

 

Stage 1   
March 2019 

Planning for the process. 

Stage 2 
April – May 

Disseminating a public survey to get initial feedback on ideas about dogs off 

leash and related owner responsibility matters. 

Stage 3   
June- August 

Utilizing the survey feedback to inform the proposed changes for the open 

house. 

Stage 4   
September - October 

Hold open house and enable online feedback to seek comments from the 

community about the possible pilot areas and proposed Bylaw changes. 

Stage 5   
October – November 

Draft the changes to the Animal Control Bylaw based on engagement feedback. 

Stage 6   
July 2020 

Report presented to Council. 

2.1 Survey 
A public online survey was published on April 30, 2019 and closed on May 17, 2019. There were 1076 total 

responses to the survey with 912 completed responses, representing a completion rate of 85%. There were 164 

partial responses.  

 

Feedback from the survey enabled identification of proposed pilot dog off-leash areas and possible changes to 

the Animal Control Bylaw regarding owner responsibility, conditions and enforcement. A copy of the survey 

report can be obtained from the District.  

  

STAGE 1 
PLANNING 
MARCH 2019

STAGE 2 
SURVEY 

APRIL - MAY 2019

STAGE 3 
DRAFT BYLAW 

CHANGES 
JUNE - AUG 2019

STAGE 4 
ENGAGEMENT 
SEPT - OCT 2019

STAGE 5
REFINE BYLAW 

CHANGES
OCT 2019

STAGE 6 
REPORTING 

JULY 2020
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2.2 Open House 
At the open house, a series of ten posters were set about the Brennan Park Recreation Centre lobby area. The 

posters are included in a separate appendix to this report. Approximately 50 members of the public attended 

the event. Attendees were asked to review the posters and add comments using post-it notes. Staff from the 

Bylaw Department and the District were available to answer questions. Details of the open house feedback are 

set out separately in the appendix to this report. 

2.3 Online General Comments  
Following the open house, the poster boards were placed on the project web page from September 27 to 

October 7. The purpose was to allow those who did not attend the open house to learn about the initiative and 

provide general comments. A total of 204 respondents provided comments. Details of the feedback are set out 

separately in the appendix to this report. 

3 What We Heard 

This section of the report outlines what the District heard from the public at the open house and subsequent 

online general feedback. Comments are organized as follows:  

• The Big Takeaways: This section summarizes the overall top themes from the report section “Open 

House Big Takeaways” and “Online Comments Big Takeaways.” 

 

• Open House Takeaways: This section summarizes the top themes from the open house which are based 

on the detailed open house comments set out in Appendix 1.  

 

• Online Comment Takeaways: This summarizes the top themes from the online comments which based 

on the detailed online comments set out in Appendix 2. 

 

The posters which form the basis of the engagement are set out in separately in an Appendix to this report. 

3.1 The Big Takeaways 
The following summary comprises the overall big takeaways from the open house and subsequent online 

comments. The themes are organized into the following sections which represent the areas of feedback from 

the posters. Within each section the themes are organized into “Like,” “Concerns,” and “Do not like” to help sort 

the ideas. 

• Cross cutting themes 
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• Squamish River Dike behind Dog Pound, Always Off Leash 

• Stawamus River Dike, Valleycliffe, Restricted Dawn & Dusk 

• Trails between the Squamish Valley Golf Club and the Mamquam River, Restricted Dawn & Dusk 

• Judd Beach, Brackendale, Restricted Dawn & Dusk 

• Merrill Park, Garibaldi Highlands, Restricted Dawn & Dusk 

• Owner Responsibility and Conditions 

• Changes to the Animal Control Bylaw 

3.1.1   Cross Cutting Themes 

A. Like 

• Areas are shared use with others and not exclusively for off-leash dogs. 

• Water is included. 

• Majority of dog walking users already use these proposed areas. 

• There will always be potential for wildlife interactions - anywhere, any time.  

B. Concerns 

• Time restrictions do not work: 

o Particularly for parents of young children, health workers, shift workers, public servants. 

o Times are in the dark hours during the winter season. 

o Times are when wildlife travel. 

• Time suggestions/ considerations: 

o Consider always off-leash during ‘off-season.’ 

o Consider weekend only restrictions. 

o Extend times during weekdays. 

o Extend morning restrictions to later times (10 am or until noon). 

o Extend evening restrictions past 9 pm to all night into dawn. 

• Sensitive riparian areas: 

o Should have enforced seasonal closures. 

o Limit off-leash area sizes and locations to accommodate sensitive environmental habitats (fish 

spawning, bear / eagle feeding). 

• Other areas to consider: 

o Downtown area missing. Downtown can benefit from a long-term plan, now, while developers are 

planning and building. 

o Running/hiking/mountain biking areas. 

o Jack’s Trail/ Cheema lands, Smoke Bluffs, Ray Peter’s Trail, Valleycliffe bike trails. 

o Temporary use of empty lots. 

o Use of all-weather fields or places not being used for original intended purposes. 

• Size of areas: Ensure areas are large enough to allow dogs to run. 

• Ensure adequate parking at all proposed areas to minimize neighbourhood impacts. 

• Enforcement is a real concern for managing dogs and owner responsibility. Will there now be more 

staffing to support the need for education, monitoring and enforcement? Will there be more 
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enforcement of the bylaw regulations/conditions? Clarify how monitoring and enforcement will take 

place. Concern with lack of enforcement of rules/conditions to date and what will change going forward. 

C. Do not like  

• No dogs off-leash in sensitive environments which are critical habitat for spawning salmon and wildlife.  

• Off leash is ok but ensure seasonal closures are monitored and enforced.  

• Off-leash dogs uncontrolled, charging on-leash, reactive dogs and children.  

• Fishing is another use of some of these areas and could be a conflicting use; consider signage and 

education. 

• These areas are all too busy, with many users (kids, walkers, runners, cyclists). 

• Parking and traffic already an issue in the neighbourhood areas. 

• No dogs off leash in hiking or biking trails. 

3.1.2   Squamish River Dike behind Dog Pound, Always Off Leash 

A. Like 

• Like full time off-leash opportunity here. 

• Like access to water. Great summer spot.  

• Good choice as this is a less popular area for non-dog owners. 

• Dog walkers are respectful. 

B. Concerns 

• Consider time restrictions on weekends. 

• Enlarge the space or move the area south of Mamquam River. 

C. Do not like 

• This area includes sensitive riparian habitat – fish spawning; bear and eagle feeding; not suitable for 

dogs off leash. 

• This area is used by many other users such as on-leash dog walkers, non-dog people, bikers, runners, 

young children. 

• Wildlife conflict possible here.  

• Dangerous location for off-leash due to trains passing by. 

• Far from residences (requires driving, long distance to walk). 

• Stay with the status quo. 

3.1.3   Stawamus River Dike, Valleycliffe, Restricted Dawn & Dusk 

A. Like 

• Agree with this area as commuters can come home and walk their dogs after work; seems sensible. 

• People’s back yards and the river creates natural boundary; good balance. 
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• Like the times as it gives consideration to all users. 

B. Concerns 

• Do not agree with time restrictions; do not work for most users here due to differing work hours: 

o Hours too restrictive especially weekends, holidays, and winter months. 

o Conflicts with wildlife activity. 

• Other time suggestions: 

o 9 am to 3 pm. 

o Dawn to 10 am. 

o Have it always off leash or not at all. 

• Suggestions for key periods: 

o Could weekends be all day off leash?  

o Limit times only in summer when it’s very busy. 

• Enforcement concern: Can these hours be enforced?  

• Space considerations:   

o Increase size of area for more off-leash space. 

o Limit size of area during spawning season; keep to dike only. 

o Avoid lower half of dike for family use, particularly during summer. 

C. Do not like 

• Not suitable for dogs off leash due to the area being an environmentally sensitive area (e.g., spawning 

habitat, bear feeding, canine fecal contamination affecting local fish population). 

• Off-Leash dogs in this area may negatively impact Valleycliffe seniors who use the narrow trail and have 

trouble walking along path. 

• Too busy an area with many users (kids, walkers, runners, cyclists). 

• Parking and traffic already an issue in the neighbourhood. 

• Off-leash dogs uncontrolled, charging on-leash, reactive dogs and children.  

• Stay with the status quo. 

3.1.4  Mamquam River Trails, Restricted Dawn & Dusk 

A. Like 

• Like. Good. Great zone for dog walking here.  

B. Concerns 

• Time restrictions do not work: 

o Does not work for parents, shift workers. 

o Too limiting especially in winter and shoulder seasons. 

o Times conflict with high wildlife use here in this green belt. 

o Prefer off leash all day. 

o Prefer off leash dawn to 9 pm. 
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o Extend morning at least until 10 am. 

o Change to all day off leash on weekends. 

• On leash during seasonal closures when fish are spawning / bear / eagle feeding season. 

• Size of area and location: 

o Some said: Area is not large enough; consider all green space around it to Government Road. 

o Others said: Reduce area to along river only due to being busy and sensitive habitat. 

• Owner responsibility: How to control dogs in this large area so they stay off the golf course or not bother 

bikers, walkers? 

C. Do not like 

• This is a sensitive riparian habitat – No dogs off leash during spawning season; eagles will be feeding 

during this time; plus, off leash here conflicts with our Bear Smart Community status. 

• Too busy an area, dogs should be leashed at all times. 

• Aggressive off-leash dogs impacting the elderly, moms and kids and people with physical disabilities 

strolling here.  

• Stay with the status quo. This is already an area with good leash compliance, so do not make it off-leash. 

3.1.5 Judd Beach, Brackendale, Restricted Dawn & Dusk 

A. Like 

• The only good dog beach in town. 

• A good location for off leash / swimming. 

• Agree with off leash here. 

• Good distance from residential neighbourhood. 

• Agree with time restrictions because of conflict with other users of area during these times. 

B. Concerns 

• Time restrictions do not work for most, such as shift workers, families. 

o Time suggestions /considerations: 

- Consider seasonal off leash use: Summer better for off leash (not fall and winter due to the 

sensitive habitat). 

- Keep it simple: Focus instead on areas that are fully off-leash, or areas that are fully on-leash, 

both of which can be avoided or chosen. 

- Add daytime hours for off leash use. 

- Extend off leash hours on weekends. 

- Extend morning off leash times to 10 am or to 12 noon. 

- Extend dusk period from 4 pm - 9 pm. 

• Size of area/ location: 

o Consider increasing size of area. Could use Judd Slough as border. 

o Include off leash green space around the area. 

o Dogs are seen harassing riparian wildlife on regular basis. Suggest allowing off-leash dogs only on 

the trail, not the beach. 
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o Move location: Consider trails to the north of the green area for off leash use. 

• Need seasonal closure enforcement for this to work. 

• Signage is needed, especially when fishermen are in the river (both users need to respect each other). 

C. Do not like 

• This is an environmentally sensitive, riparian habitat. Salmon and eagles on riverbanks, smaller channels 

and gravel bars from October to January. Not suitable for off-leash dogs during these periods. 

3.1.6  Merrill Park, Garibaldi Highlands, Restricted Dawn & Dusk 

A. Like 

• Agree, makes sense, sounds good; great location for off-leash dogs. 

B. Concerns 

• Time restrictions do not work here, particularly with work schedules/shift workers. 

• Wildlife active during these darker hours. 

• Conflicts with busy times after work. 

• Suggestions /considerations for off-leash times: 

- Add day time hours. 

- Consider dawn to dusk. 

- Consider all day at this location. 

- Create a 12 pm off-leash window. 

- Adjust hours during winter period. 

- Expand times on weekends. 

- Consider off leash during mornings only. 

• Add additional full time off-leash locations. 

• Size and space:  

o Include all the green space. 

o Consider enlarging the off-leash area use to allow dogs to exercise. 

• Concern about impact to neighbourhood with increase off-leash visitors /parking. 

• Enforcement: Clarify how all the new requirements will be monitored and enforced? 

C. Do not like 

• This is a wildlife corridor and therefore times are not good for off-leash dogs at dawn or dusk. 

• Owner responsibility is the key to success: Big issue is owners not picking up their dog’s waste, and 

control of off-leash dogs. 

• Parking and traffic already an issue in the neighbourhood. 
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3.1.7  Owner Responsibility and Conditions 

A. Like 

• Restrictions to off-leash areas during potential wildlife conflicts and spawning seasons 

• The increased fines for not picking up after dog waste. 

• The requirement that owners are to be responsible for their own dogs, keep their dogs in sight, and 

respectful of other people and dogs. 

• The dog recall requirement; it’s important but needs to be fair and reasonable; 100% may not be 

realistic. 

• Maximum of 3 dogs per adult in off-leash areas. 

• Agree with this initiative as long as owners pick up after pet and dog waste containers are provided 

along the path. 

B. Concerns 

• A majority of concerns were about the need to address the dog waste problem and owners not picking 

up after their dogs.  

o Various suggestions were provided:  

- More dog waste bag dispensaries and garbage bins placed along pathways. 

- Introduce a bio-digester that handles dog waste/dog waste bags. 

- Dog walking companies required to pick up dog waste during their walks. 

- Clarify how picking up dog waste will be monitored and enforced. 

• DOS could consider collaborating with trainers to offer affordable or a free drop-in dog behaviour 

education / training class.  

- Keeping dogs in sight is important in off-leash areas. 

- Ongoing monitoring and enforcement for this is needed. 

• Great concern for off-leash dogs harassing/attacking on-leash dogs. Suggestion to add an etiquette 

policy that requires owners to control their dogs, or leash their dogs, when walking within 200 metres of 

other walkers/trail users, especially if they are asked by the other people (regardless of the reason). 

 

• Activate outreach and education as an important part of the off-leash areas initiative: 

o Educational signage is needed at all off-leash areas and particularly at trail heads and other well-

known areas where people take their dogs. Purpose would be to build awareness about off-leash 

dogs and set out expectations for all users. 

o Need awareness/education campaign at the start of this initiative including on-site education. 

o Support training programs for local and transient dog owners. 

o Consider a certificate program for dog owners, like the ‘driver’s license’, for passing dog training 

class. 

o Provide incentives that drive dog owners to take the training. 

o Consider ‘Yellow Leash’ or ‘Yellow/Red Collar/Leash’ program for aggressive dogs. 

o Include training/information on:  

- Expectations in off-leash areas. 

- Sensitive habitats. 

- Dog recall. 

- Dogs in sight. 
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- Etiquette and preventing conflict with other (scared, reactive, or on-leash) dogs. 

- Aggressive / dangerous dogs. 

- What to do if you are scared of dogs. 

- What to do if you are a dog owner and encounter a person scared of dogs. 

• Modernize dog licensing and renewal opportunities to help get more dogs licensed: Move to online sign 

up. Consider licensing through vet clinics. 

 

• Address possible parking concerns at trail heads especially in neighbourhoods where parking is already 

an issue (e.g., Merrill Park, Judd Slough) 

 

• Mountain Bike plan exists which states off-leash dogs are allowed in those trails. 

 

• Consider mandatory on-leash dogs in high conflict areas. 

 

• Off-leash dog walkers to be of a certain age, 12? 

C. Do not like 

• Dog owners who are not responsible for their dog and who do not pick up their dog’s waste.  

• If there is not enough enforcement, this initiative assumes all owners will follow the rules. 

• Off-leash dogs with poor recall running up to/harassing/ attacking on-leash dogs. On-leash dogs will be 

negatively impacted.  

• Waste bags that are not biodegradable and not able to be processed in our current waste system. 

• Three dogs per handler are too many.  

3.1.8  Changes to the Animal Control Bylaw 

A. Like 

• Agree with creating a process to address aggressive and dangerous dogs. 

• Like the new additional training requirement for reclassification. 

• Like the new classification/tiered approach for dogs. 

• Suggestion to reclassify to: Temperamental à Aggressive à Dangerous 

o Vicious and Dangerous similar meaning. 

• Good to see strengthening of Animal Welfare Laws - important to empower officers and pound workers; 

require bylaw for dogs left in hot cars. 

B. Concerns 

Enforcement 

• Need more Bylaw Officer patrols and more enforcement to set the new tone for on-leash and off-leash 

use. 

• Well thought out plan but needs enforcement. Enforcement will be a challenge at all areas proposed. 

Will there be monitoring? 

• How will off-leash dogs be controlled when so many dogs are already off leash in these areas?  
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• Will more Animal Control Officers be hired? 

 

Dog deeming and assessment 

• Dog deeming needs to be provided by a behaviour specialist. 

• Animal Control Officers are not dog behaviour specialists; should consider training for officers. 

• More clarification is needed for classifying behaviour problems: 

o What are considerations for being ‘dangerous’?  

o With deemed Dangerous Dog, who decides?  

o What is ‘minor’ or ‘serious’ incident?  

o Develop a more transparent / formal appeal process for deemed dogs. Need clear decision making/ 

dispute process. 

o How will aggressive dogs be monitored?  

• One year is not enough time to remove a dangerous dog deeming. 

• Be aware of dog breed and size prejudice – even small dogs can bite and be dangerous. 

C. Do not like 

• There should be no relief from aggressive dog deeming. 

• Changes to the Bylaws seem arbitrary. 

• Cost is too much to taxpayers. 

• Creating more paperwork for Animal Control. 

• Do not agree with the off-leash proposal; keep to status quo. 

• Dangerous dogs should not be allowed off leash. Keeping dogs on leash will minimize issues/dog attacks. 

3.1.9  Volunteering 

A. Like 

• Like the idea of a volunteer ambassador program. 

• Learn from other areas: Sechelt, Ambelside Beach and Capital Regional District. 

• Creates the ability to provide and receive positive feedback. Consider handing out literature and leashes. 

• Would help to wear a DOS volunteer T-shirt. 

B. Concerns 

• Still requires Bylaw Officers and enforcement. 

• Education and training needed for volunteers and Bylaw Officers to address dog owner confrontation, 

people scared of dogs, enthusiastic/ aggressive dogs. 

C. Do not like 

• Volunteering is not an easy idea as there can be high incidence of confrontation with people regarding 

off-leash dogs in sensitive environments, owner responsibilities, not picking up waste, and aggressive or 

even enthusiastic dog behaviour. 

• This task may be better suited to Bylaw Officers. 
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3.1.10 Other Comments 
The following are other comments that were not in the scope of the project, but which are relevant and noted 

for the record. 

A. Keep dogs in controlled / contained and safe fenced-in areas 

• Off-leash dogs should be permitted only in controlled areas such as a fenced-in field and park. Am 

unsure of an off-leash policy in an area that is not contained. Proposed a fenced area for 24/7 usage. 

• Why not designate a fenced-in area as a trial before unleashing this disaster?  

• Add a fenced area as a trail. 

• The glacier view dog park (ALL fenced dog parks) should have a sign on it that gates MUST be shut at all 

times; my mother in law sustained a massive life altering brain injury after a dog ran out of the park and 

under her bike. 

• Want fenced area 5-10 acres to create safe place to walk dog; have fear of getting shot from Rod and 

Gun Club or dog running into traffic.  

B. Consider fundraising to build closed / fenced parks 

• Hold a community fundraiser. Community fundraising can help pay for fenced trail corridors at Brennan 

Park. Could consider an optional add fee to licenses to support off-leash fenced areas. Fundraise from 

the community at large for fenced dog parks. 

C. Fencing for dogs that cannot be off-leash 

• What about fenced in areas, for dogs who can't be off leash? 

• However, I would really like to see a fenced off-leash dog area in a central location in Squamish (dog-

park). I have a reactive dog and we are working towards 100% recall, but he is not ready to be off leash 

in a public area. A fenced in off-leash dog area is needed for me to work on recall in a safe environment 

and to socialize him to other dogs in a place where he will not cause harm. The current designated 

fenced in off-leash dog area behind Save on Foods is too small and not a pleasant place to be with your 

dog so it not used by the community. 

D. Consider Brennan Park for fenced park as a test during winter months 

• As previously mentioned, use a fenced in area. Why not fence in an area of Brennan Park for the winter 

months & see how that works? 

E. Need a no-dog bylaw at markets, fairs 

• Also consider making the market as no dogs allowed. The Brackendale fair doesn't allow dogs & the 

same people go there & still have big crowds. I have owned dogs for years & take them off leash in an 

area that isn't populated with lots of people. 

F. Signage and bylaw needed to address human waste 

• Consider signage and clear bylaw rules to address human waste in the outdoors. 
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3.2  Open House - Takeaways 
This section includes the big takeaways from the feedback obtained from the Open House. The big takeaways 

are the top themes derived from the detailed feedback which is set out in Appendix 1 of the separate Appendix 

Report. 

A. Poster Station 2: Locations with Conditions 

The following sets out the top themes on the overview poster and the proposed five pilot off-leash areas. Cross-

cutting themes and comments placed on the specific location posters that applied to all areas have been moved 

to the Overview Poster. Depending on the kinds of comments provided, they are sorted into Like, Concerns, and 

Do not like.  

Overview Poster and Cross Cutting Themes 

Top themes derived from the overview poster are also cross cutting for all the proposed dog off-leash areas and 

are summarized in the table below. 

Like Concerns Do not Like 

• Like the proposed off-leash 
areas: like that they are 
shared with other users; like 
that water is included 

• Like the restricted times for 
off-leash dogs 

 

• Time restrictions do not work: 
o Particularly for parents of 

young children, health 
workers, shift workers, 
public servants 

o Times are in the dark hours 
during the winter season 

o Times are during wildlife 
travel periods 

• Time suggestions/ considerations 
o Vary time restrictions 

between areas  
o Always off-leash during off 

season 
o Weekend only restrictions 
o Extend restrictions to later 

times (10 am or until noon) 

• Other areas to consider: 
o Downtown area missing. 

Downtown needs a long-term 
plan now while developers are 
planning and building 

o Running/hiking/mountain biking 
areas 

o Jack’s Trail/ Cheema lands, 
Smoke Bluffs, Ray Peter’s Trail, 
Valleycliffe bike trails 

o Temporary use of empty lots 

• Do not like dogs off-leash areas 
in sensitive riparian areas 

• Against off-leash dogs in 
waterfronts, riverfronts, 
hiking/biking trails 
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Like Concerns Do not Like 
o Use of all-weather fields or 

places not being used for original 
intended purposes 

• Enforce seasonal closures in sensitive 
riparian areas due to fish spawning, 
bear / eagle feeding. 

• Limit off-leash areas to accommodate 
sensitive environmental habitats  

• Concern for increased noise from 
barking dogs 

• Ensure areas are large enough to 
allow dogs to run  

• Consider no-dog buffer zones 

Squamish River Dike behind Dog Pound – Pilot Always Off Leash 

Like Concerns Do not Like 

• Like full time off-leash 
opportunity here 

• Like access to water 
• Good choice as this is a less 

popular area for non-dog 
owners 

• Be aware herbicides are used here to 
address invasive plants and this could 
be dangerous for off-leash dogs 

• This area includes sensitive 
riparian habitat – fish 
spawning; bear, eagle feeding 

• This area is in/near the Wildlife 
Management Area  

 

Stawamus River Dike, Valleycliffe 

Like Concerns Do not Like 

• NA • NA • Off-Leash dogs in this area may 
negatively impact Valleycliffe 
seniors who use the narrow 
trail and have trouble walking 
along path.  

Trails between the Squamish Valley Golf Club and the Mamquam River 

Like Concerns Do not like 

• NA • NA • This is a sensitive riparian 
habitat – Do not want dogs off 
leash during spawning season; 
eagles will be feeding; off-leash 
conflicts with our Bear Smart 
Community status 

• This is already an area with 
good leash compliance, so do 
not make it off-leash 
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Judd Beach, Brackendale 

Like Concerns Do not Like 

•  A good location for off leash 
/ swimming 

• Do agree with time 
restrictions  

• Do not agree with time restrictions. 
• Focus instead on an area that is either 

fully off-leash or fully on-leash, which 
can be avoided or chosen 

• Consider 4 pm- 9 pm 
• Consider increasing size of area. Use 

Judd Slough as border. 
• Summer better for off leash (not fall 

and winter) 

• This is a sensitive riparian 
habitat. Salmon and eagles on 
riverbanks, smaller channels 
and gravel bars from October 
to January 

• Dogs seen harassing on regular 
basis 

 

Merrill Park, Garibaldi Highlands 

Like Concerns Do not Like 

•  Good location for off-leash  • Time restrictions not necessary here. 
• Consider enlarging the area 
• Could use garbage bins 
• Educational signage needed here and 

at every proposed site 

• This is a wildlife corridor and 
therefore times are not good 
for off-leash dogs at dawn or 
dusk 

 

B. Poster Station 3: Owner Responsibility 

Top themes derived from the feedback on this poster topic include the following: 

Like Concerns Do not like 

• Like dog recall requirement; 
it’s important but needs to be 
fair and reasonable. 

• Like that fines will be 
increased for not picking up 
after dog waste 

•  Like the requirement that 
owners need to be 
responsible and respectful of 
other people and dogs 

• Like legislating owner 
responsibility for their dogs 

• Like the max 3 dogs per adult 
in off-leash areas. 
 

• Need to address the ever-increasing 
dog waste problem and owners not 
picking up after their dogs 

• Various suggestions: 
o More dog waste bag dispensaries 
o Bio-digester that handles dog 

waste/dog waste bags 
o Dog walking companies could be 

involved and more responsible 
for picking up dog waste during 
their walks 

o DOS could consider collaborating 
with offering affordable/free 
drop-in dog education / training 

• Owners need to show respect to other 
dog owners and others without dogs 
on trails 

• Keeping dogs in sight is important in 
off-leash areas. 

• Activate outreach and education as an 
important part of the off-leash areas 
initiative: 

• Dog owners who are not 
responsible for their dog and 
do not pick up their dog’s 
waste. Letting dogs go in places 
not designated as off-leash and 
not picking up after dogs in 
forest, or along sidewalk 
boulevards, etc. 

• Waste bags are not 
biodegradable 

• What happens when my on-
leash dog is harassed by off-
leash dog with bad recall? 
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Like Concerns Do not like 
o Signage is needed at all off-leash 

areas and particularly at trail 
heads.  

o Support education programs: for 
local and transient dog owners. 
Develop courses for people 
scared of dogs 

o Consider a special certificate 
program for dog owners, like 
BCDL, for passing dog training 
class 

o Provide education Incentives 
o Consider ‘Yellow Leash’ or 

‘Yellow/Red Collar/Leash’ 
program for aggressive Dogs 

o Include training/information on:  
- Expectations in off-

leash areas 
- Sensitive habitats 
- Dog recall  
- Having dogs in sight 
- Preventing conflict 

with other dogs 
- Aggressive/ 

dangerous dogs  

• Modernize dog licensing and renewal 
opportunities to help get more dogs 
licensed: 
o Move to online sign up  
o Consider licensing through vet 

clinics 
 

C. Poster Station 4: Changes to the Animal Control Bylaw  

Top themes derived from the feedback on this poster topic include the following: 

Like Concerns  

• Agree with creating a process 
to address aggressive and 
dangerous dogs 

• Like the new additional 
training for reclassification 

• Like the new 
classification/tiered approach 
for dogs 
o Suggestion to reclassify 

to: Temperamental à 
Aggressive à Dangerous 

• Need more Bylaw Officers and patrols 
and more enforcement  
o Clarify the following for a clear 

process 
o What are considerations for 

being ‘dangerous’?  
o With deemed Dangerous Dog: 

Who decides?  
o What is minor or serious 

incident?  

• Dangerous dogs should not be 
allowed off leash 
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o Vicious and Dangerous 
similar meaning 

• Good to see strengthening of 
Animal Welfare Laws - 
important to empower 
officers and pound workers; 
require bylaw for dogs left in 
hot cars 

o Develop a more transparent / 
formal appeal process for 
deemed dogs 

o Be aware of dog breed and size 
prejudice – even small dogs can 
bite and be dangerous 

 

 

D. Poster Station 5: Volunteering 

The following are the themes and specific feedback on the poster regarding hosts and ambassadors: 

Like Concerns Do not like 

• Like volunteer ambassador 
program 

• Learn from other areas: 
Sechelt, Ambelside Beach and 
Capital Regional District.  

• Education and training needed for 
volunteers due to the high incidence of 
dog owner confrontation, people 
scared of dogs, enthusiastic and 
aggressive dogs.  

• Can be very confrontational 
talking to people about their 
responsibilities, dogs in 
sensitive environments, 
picking up their dog’s waste 

 

3.3 Online Comments - Takeaways  
This section includes the big takeaways from the feedback obtained from the online comments. The big 

takeaways are the top themes derived from the detailed feedback which is set out in Appendix 2 of the separate 

Appendix Report. Depending on the kinds of comments provided, they are sorted into Like, Concerns, and Do 

not like. 

A. Comment Box 1: Overview Poster 

Top themes derived from the overview poster are also cross cutting for all the proposed dog off-leash areas and 

are summarized in the table below. 

Like Concerns Do not like 

• Like and want more and 
within walking areas 

• Majority users already go to 
these places 

• Off-leash dogs currently 
allowed in bike trails 
according to District 
Mountain Bike Plan 

 

• Timing Restrictions 
o Extend times 
o Fall / Winter season time changes 

needed 
o Weekend time limits in certain 

zones only 
o Extend weekday times  
o Off-Leash 24 hours/day especially 

in summer 

• Add more fully off-leash locations 
o Consider a Dentville and/or 

Downtown off-leash area due to 
increased density  

• Environmentally sensitive 
habitat: Off-leash in water 
areas conflict with critical 
spawning salmon and wildlife 
at Mamquam, Judd, 
Stawamus River - Ensure 
seasonal closures otherwise 
off-leash not suitable for 
these sensitive areas 

• Wildlife conflicts (bears, 
coyote, etc.) are likely at 
these locations 

• Fields may be better for off-
leash? 



SUMMARY REPORT 
 

Pilot Dog Off-Leash Areas Open House and Online Feedback Summary Report June 2020 26 

Like Concerns Do not like 

• Owner responsibility:  
o Agree with off leash as long as 

dogs are in sight  
o As long as owners pick up 

after their pet and waste 
containers are provided  

o Safety concerns arise with 
aggressive /enthusiastic off-
leash dogs 

o Educate about scared and 
reactive on-leash dogs 
interactions with aggressive 
off-leash dogs 

• Explain method for choosing these 
areas 

• Ensure adequate parking 
• Enforcement – How will off-leash be 

controlled?  
 

• Fishing area another 
conflicting use 

• Status quo is fine or there will 
be even more off-leash dogs  

• Need designated on-leash 
areas / trails  

 
 

B. Comment Box 2: Squamish River Dike behind Dog Pound – Pilot for Always Off Leash 

The following are the top themes regarding this proposed pilot off-leash area. 

Like Concerns Do not Like 

• Range of comments: Like, Ok, 
good, fantastic, wonderful; 
great place; great summer 
dog swim spot; like this spot 
for full time off leash; dog 
walkers are respectful  

• Good location away from 
others, residences, and dog 
walkers use this area 

 

• Need for greater owner responsibility in 
off-leash areas 
o Pick up off-leash dog waste  
o Manage off-leash dog (aggressive) 

behaviour around other dogs and 
people 

• Add time restrictions to this off leash 
area – especially weekends  

• Enlarge the space 
• Move the area to the south of 

Mamquam River 

• Do not want this area off 
leash because it is already 
shared by many users: on-
leash dog walkers, non-dog 
people. Used by bikers, 
runners, young children 

• Wildlife conflict an issue here 
• Environmentally sensitive 

area not suitable for off-leash 
dogs 

• Don’t change anything, keep 
it status quo 

• Far from housing and 
dangerous due to trains 

C. Comment Box 3: Stawamus River Dike, Valleycliffe TBC 

The following are the top themes regarding this proposed pilot off-leash area. 

Like Concerns Do not like 

• Agree with this area; 
commuters can come home 
and walk their dogs; seems 
sensible;  

• Do not agree with time restrictions: 
o Hours too restrictive especially 

weekends, holidays, and winter 
months  

• Not suitable for dog off-leash 
due to being an 
environmentally sensitive 
area (e.g., spawning habitat, 
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Like Concerns Do not like 
• People’s back yards and the 

river creates natural 
boundary; good balance 

• Like the times as it gives 
consideration to all users 

o Conflicts with wildlife activity 

• Enforcement concern: Can these hours 
be enforced?  

• Suggestions: 
o 9 am to 3 pm 
o Dawn to 10 am 
o Have it always off-leash or not at 

all 

• Suggestions for key periods: 
o Could weekends be all day?  
o Limit times only in summery when 

it’s very busy 

• Space concerns:  
o Increase size of area for more off-

leash space 
o Limit size of area during spawning 

season; keep to dike only 
o Avoid lower half of dike for family 

use, particularly during summer 

• Owner responsibility conditions: 
o Add a policy: require owners to 

leash dogs when within 200m of 
other walkers/trail users 

o Increase fine for not picking up dog 
waste  

o How will off-leash areas be 
controlled as many dogs already 
off-leash here? 

 

bear feeding, canine fecal 
contamination affecting local 
fish population) 

• Too busy an area with many 
users for off-leash dogs (kids, 
walking, running, cycling) 

• Aggressive dogs are a concern 
here for off leash 

• Off-leash dogs charging on-
leash dogs  

• Where can children who are 
scared of dogs go?  

• As there has not been 
enforcement therefore do not 
like off-leash proposal here 

D. Comment Box 4: Trails Between the Squamish Valley Golf Club and the Mamquam River 

The following are the top themes regarding this proposed pilot off-leash area. 

Like Concerns Do not like 

• Great zone for dog walking • Time restrictions to not work: 
o Does not work for parents, shift 

workers 
o Too limiting especially in winter 

and shoulder seasons 
o Conflict with wildlife 
o Prefer off leash all day, or dawn to 

9 pm 
o Extend to 10 am 
o All day on weekends 

• On-leash: during seasonal closures 
when sensitive periods such as fish 
spawning / bear season 

• Sensitive habitat not suitable 
for off-leash dogs  
o Need to ensure seasonal 

closures for spawning 
salmon - as for 
Stawamus River and 
Judd Beach  

• Too busy an area, dogs should 
be leashed at all times 

• How to control dogs in this 
large area so they stay off the 
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Like Concerns Do not like 
• Size of area and location: 

o Area is not large enough; needs to 
include all green space around it to 
Government Road 

o Reduce area to along river only 
due to being busy 

• Owner responsibility for all areas: Agree 
with this as long as owners pick up after 
pet and dog waste containers provided 
along the path 

• Enforcement will be a challenge  

golf course or not bother 
bikers, walkers? 

• Concern about aggressive off-
leash dogs for elderly, moms 
and kids and people with 
physical disabilities strolling 
here  

• Will there be monitoring? 
• Keep to status quo  

E. Comment Box 5: Judd Beach, Brackendale 

The following are the top themes regarding this proposed pilot off-leash area. 

Like Concerns Do not like 

• Agree with off leash here 
• The only good dog beach in 

town 
• Good distance from 

residential  
• Agree with time restrictions 

because of conflict with other 
users of area 

• Signage needed, especially 
when fishermen are in the 
river (both users need to 
respect each other) 

• Time restrictions do not work for most 
such as shift workers, families 

• Suggestions for consideration: 
o Add daytime hours 
o Weekends with longer hours 
o Need all day access, especially 

during summer 
o Extend morning to 10 am or to 12 

pm 
o Extend from 4 pm to 9 am (all 

night) 

• Include green space around the area 
• Keep the off-leash dogs only on the 

trail, not beach 
• Owner responsibility concerns: 

o Off-leash dogs attacking or 
harassing on-leash dogs 

o Owner control required –dog recall 
required 

o Owners must pick up after their 
dogs and use waste bins provided 
along the path 

• Site management concerns: 
o Easy-to-see signage needed for all 

rules  
o Address possible parking issues at 

all trail heads, not just here 

• Enforcement – How will off-leash be 
monitored, controlled? 

• Environmentally sensitive 
habitat not suitable for off-
leash dogs  

• Seasonal Closure 
Enforcement: How to police 
these areas to ensure salmon, 
bears, cougars, eagles, elk, 
herons, seals are not harassed 
during Seasonal Closures?  

• Suggestion to keep off-leash 
dogs to the trails only 

• Suggestion to choose trails to 
the north of green area 
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F. Comment Box 6: Merrill Park, Garibaldi Highlands 

The following are the top themes regarding this proposed pilot off-leash area. 

Like Concerns Do not like 

• Agree, makes sense, sounds 
good; great location for off-
leash dogs 

• Size and space: 
o Include all green space 
o Larger area needed here 

• Like the time restrictions 

• Time restrictions do not work 
particularly with work schedules/shift 
workers 

• Wildlife active during these darker 
hours 

• Conflicts with busy times after work 
• Suggestions /considerations: 

o Add day time hours,  
o consider dawn to dusk or all day 
o Create a 12 p m off-leash window 
o Adjust hours during winter period 
o Expand times on weekends 
o Add additional locations for full 

time off-leash 
o Consider off-leash in mornings only 

• Owner responsibility key to success: big 
issue is owners picking up their dog’s 
waste, and control of off-leash dogs 

• Signage and education program needed 
to notify and clarify everyone’s 
expectations 

• Concern about impact to 
neighbourhood with increased off-leash 
visitors /parking 

• Enforcement: better clarify how all the 
new requirements will be monitored 
and enforced?   
 
 

• Do not agree (several similar 
comments) 

• Off-leash conflicts with 
wildlife and can lead to 
danger for the public 

• Parking and traffic already an 
issue here in a mainly 
residential area (similar 
concern for Stawamus Dike 
area) 

G. Comment Box 7: Owner Responsibility  

The following are the top themes that arose from the online comments regarding owner responsibility. 

Like Concerns Do Not Like 

• Restrictions to off-leash areas 
during potential wildlife 
conflicts and spawning 
seasons 

• Conditions well thought out 
• Increased fines for not picking 

up after your dog 
• Dog must be trained for 

recall; but tough for dogs to 
have 100% recall 

• Concerns that dog waste will not be 
cleaned up.  
o Clarify how this will this be 

enforced? 

• Need for monitoring and enforcement 
• Difficult to say dogs need to have 100% 

recall 
• Owner responsibility and etiquette – 

owners to take more responsibility  

• Assumes that all owners will 
follow rules 

• Wildlife conflicts will occur in 
these locations 

• Dogs that must be on-leash 
will be impacted 

• Mountain bike trails were not 
considered 

• Three dogs off leash per 
handler is too many 
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Like Concerns Do Not Like 
• Good to see limit to three 

dogs per handler 
• There will always be potential 

for wildlife interactions 
anywhere, any time 

o Need for a condition about 

leashing etiquette in off-leash 

areas 

• Dog tags are a key requirement 
o Need enforcement of dog tag 

licencing 

• Need awareness / education campaigns 
at start of this initiative including on-
site education 

• Increase signage around the district for 
all dog and non-dog owners (build 
awareness) 

• Mountain Bike Plan exists allowing off-
leash dogs 

• Consider on-leash in high conflict areas 
• Off-leash dog walkers should be of a 

certain age, 12? 
• Consider yellow scarf dog project  
 

• There are no proposed fenced 
in areas 

• Keep to status quo 

H. Comment Box 8: Changes to the Animal Control Bylaw  

The following are the top themes that arose from the online comments regarding bylaw changes and 

enforcement. 

Like Concerns Do Not Like 

• Increased fines for not picking 
up dog waste 

• Increased fines for dogs left in 
hot cars 

• Well thought out plan – but 
needs enforcement 

• Dog deeming needs to be provided by a 
behaviour specialist 

• Animal Control Officers are not dog 
behaviour specialists; should consider 
training for officers 

• How will aggressive dogs be monitored?  
• More clarification is needed for 

classifying behaviour problems; need 
clear decision making/ dispute process 

• Off-leash dogs in sensitive 
environments needs to be managed / 
controlled 

• How well will these new bylaw changes 
be enforced? 

• One year is not enough time to remove 
a dangerous dog deeming 

• Will more Animal Control Officers be 
hired? 

• Can the district offer low cost 
puppy/dog behaviour training? 

• There should be no relief 
from dog aggressive deeming 

• Changes to the Bylaws seem 
arbitrary 

• Cost is too much to taxpayers 
• Creating more paperwork for 

Animal Control 
• Do not agree with the off-

leash proposal; keep to status 
quo 

• Keeping dogs on leash will 
minimize issues/dog attacks 
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I. Comment Box 9: Volunteering 

The following are the top themes that arose from the online comments regarding bylaw changes and 

enforcement. 

Like Concerns Do Not Like 

• Good idea to start a 
community-based volunteer 
program 

• Creates the ability to provide 
and receive positive feedback 

• Would help to wear a DOS 
volunteer T-shirt 

• Consider handing out 
literature and leashes 

 

• Still requires bylaw officers and 
enforcement 

• Concern for potential conflict for 
volunteers; ensure adequate training 
for Bylaw officers, volunteers, District 
staff 

• Ensure adequate signage of rules  
• Early morning times may be difficult for 

volunteers 
• Build awareness for non-dog owners 

and dog owners 
• Incorporate the Yellow Dog Project  

• Dangerous confrontational 
situation for volunteers; 
putting volunteers at risk 

• Better suited to Bylaw 
Officers 

J. Other Comments 

Safe community fenced dog parks 

• Fenced parks address safety concerns arising from getting shot via Rod/Gun club or running into traffic. 

• Dogs should be kept in controlled fenced-in areas. 

• Add a fenced area as a trail. 

• The glacier view dog park (ALL fenced dog parks) should have a sign on it that gates MUST be shut at all 

times; my mother-in-law sustained a massive life altering brain injury after a dog ran out of the park and 

under her bike. 

Signage and bylaw needed to address human waste 

• Ensure signage and bylaw to address human waste in the outdoors. 

 

3.4 Separate Appendix Report 
See the separate Appendix Report which includes the detailed comments supporting the themes in the following 

sections of this report: 

3.2 (Open House Big Takeaways); and, 

3.3 (Online Comments Big Takeaways).  
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Introduction 

This document sets out the detailed feedback from the Open House which is in Appendix 1, and the Online 

Comments, which is in Appendix 2. The detailed feedback helped to support the development of the separate 

Off-Leash Dog Areas Engagement Summary Report.  

Appendix 1: Detailed Feedback: Open House 

Feedback from the open house is organized by poster station as follows: 

 

Poster Station 2: Overview Poster and Cross Cutting Themes 

• Squamish River Dike behind Dog Pound – Pilot Always Off Leash 

• Stawamus River Dike, Valleycliffe 

• Trails between the Squamish Valley Golf Club and the Mamquam River 

• Judd Beach, Brackendale 

• Merrill Park, Garibaldi Highlands 

 

Poster Station 3: Owner Responsibility and Conditions 

 

Poster Station 4: Changes to the Animal Control Bylaw  

 

Poster Station 5: Volunteering 

 

Feedback comments are set out as bullet points and organized as follows: 

• Theme headings – in bold. 

• Sub-headings – in italics.  

 

The feedback is further organized into ‘Like,’ ‘Concerns’ and ‘Do not like’ to help sort the ideas raised. 

 

The ordering of themes is not meant to determine weighting, but generally indicates the balance of views of 

those who attended the event. Where comments are received beyond the scope of this project, they are noted 

for the record at the end of the open house feedback in Other Comments. 

Poster Station 2: Locations with Conditions 
Station 1 set out the introduction to the process and did not receive any feedback comments. Station 2 included 

a map overview poster and five areas that are proposed as pilot dog off-leash areas.  
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The Squamish River Dike behind the Dog Pound is proposed as off leash at all times.  

 

Four areas are proposed with time restrictions and would be dog off-leash areas from dawn to 9 am, and from 4 

pm to 9 pm: 

• Stawamus River Dike, Valleycliffe 

• Trails between the Squamish Valley Golf Club and the Mamquam River 

• Judd Beach, Brackendale 

• Merrill Park, Garibaldi Highlands 

 

The following sets out the feedback obtained on each of these proposed pilot areas.  

Cross Cutting Themes Regarding All Proposed Dog Off-Leash Areas 
Feedback from participants from the overview map poster and that was also reflective of all the five proposed 

pilot dog off-leash areas is summarized below.  

1. Like 

Like the Proposed Off-Leash Areas 
Feedback included the importance of having areas for off-leash dogs to recreate/exercise and have access to 

water. 

Like the Areas 

• Looks great! 

• Glad to see 5 areas; all good locations. 

• Good areas for off leash. 

• Very good outreach. I like all the areas.  

• Yes, to off leash! 

Like that Areas are Shared 

• Thanks again for tackling an emotional topic/issue in our community J 

• Yay! Love that (in theory) children, daycares, and school groups can still play! 

Like that Water is Included 

• Access to water important and glad to see this – a lot of dogs love swimming, including ours. 

Like the proposed times 

• Agree with time restrictions 
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2. Concerns 

Time Restriction Concerns 
Concerns regarding time restrictions received the most comments at the open house. Feedback is organized 

by themes below.  

Times Do Not Work  

• Overall the set hours don’t seem to work well for many people. 

• Not sure what the purpose of the restricted time is since it will lead to more people using the areas at 

the same time.  

• Why limited time? Peoples schedules are all different – Would prefer clearly designated areas ALL day. 

• Time restrictions don’t make any sense!! 

• Why restrict with time? 

• No need to restrict time of day.  

• Day hours do not need to be restricted. 

• Seem unnecessary.  

• Don’t feel hours should be restricted to early morning and late afternoon for most proposed locations. 

• Agreed, need some day time slots. 

• AGREED. Leashed dogs should be allowed on all trails at all times! 

• Specified hours make it unworkable for people with different schedules – if the responsible owner rules 

are enforced, the limited hours shouldn’t be necessary. If the rationale for time periods is to allow 

multiple users and accommodate people who don’t like dogs, better way is to accommodate this 

through on an- and off- leash areas, not time periods. Time periods are discretionary for people whose 

work does not match up with times. Also, it’s not a good option for people to drive outside of their 

neighborhood to an ‘any time area.’  

Times Do not Work Particularly for Parents of Young Children, Health Workers, Shift Workers, Public 
Servants 

• Time restrictions doesn’t work for health workers shift workers public servants. 

• No accommodation for 9am – 4pm shift workers?  

• 70% of your residents don’t work in town – times don’t work! Shift workers + commuters 12+ hours. 

E.g., paramedic, police, fire, RN, MD, military 

• Limiting hours is not very fair. 

• Limited time/ restrictions not good due to shift workers – not able to make dawn to 9 am or 4-9 if on 

rotating shifts. 

• Extremely unfair to shift workers, nurses, doctors, police, firefighters, paramedics. 

• Curious about time restrictions. So, on my day off, I am only walking them on leash despite having free 

“quiet” time free?  

• Parents with kids in school! I drop my kids off at 9 and pick them up at 3. These time restrictions don’t 

work for me.  

• Times to constricting. Parents with kids may not be able to get out until after school drop-off and for 

school pick up 

Too Dark During the Winter Season 

• In winter the proposed hours restrict owners to darkness.  
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• 4 to 9 pm not good in winter – gets dark early; do not walk my dogs in the dark and most people don’t. 

• Short times. Especially in the winter when limited/short daylight. 

• Winter = dark at 4 pm and until 7/8 am. 

• What about winter daylight hours? Taking advantage of weather windows. 

Proposed Off-Leash Times During Wildlife Travel Periods 

• Proposed times are prime wildlife hunting/travel times! 

• River = wildlife; not a good place for off leash dogs. 

• Dawn and dusk hours are when wildlife encounters are most likely.  

• Time restrictions I winter has us off leash int eh dark 100% from the shadows of the chief/ trees, not 

safe/comfortable for some. 

Consider Varying Between Areas or Rotating Times 

• Suggest: Vary time restrictions between parks to give access to all hours of the day. 

• Rotating times to help shift workers so there’s always an available time. 

• 9 am restrictions very bad at weekends and weekdays; 11 am better. 

• What about school groups who have not as much right to these areas. Maybe till 11 am then 6-9 pm? 

• I don’t get out until 10 or 11 am (am older). 

• Alternating times!  

• YES, AGREE with the above! 

Consider Always Off-Leash During Off Season  

• Should be any time in off-season (no one else is out there except dog walkers!) 

• Time periods aren’t flexible enough. Should be any time. Off-season should especially be any time. 

• Should be any time in off-season.  

• Should be any time in winter. 

Weekend Restriction Considerations 

• Weekends should have a longer time for off leash. 

• Consider weekend time restrictions?  

• What about restrictions on weekends only?  

Later Time Restrictions 

• Extended times from dawn to 12 noon or no restrictions better. 

• Would suggest a little later – allow dog walking time AFTER kids leave for school. 

• Time restrictions do not work for me – after 4 all areas are busy with multi-use, during day is quieter and 

I walk my dog then. 

• Why restrict access times – especially in the morning – Maybe restrict until noon? 

• There should be a smaller gap in between time restrictions. 

Other Areas to Consider 
There were comments on the need to plan ahead now for dogs in the downtown core while downtown land 

use planning is being negotiated with developers. Other areas, such as mountain biking/hiking trails or 

fields, were suggested as further off-leash area considerations. 
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Downtown Area Missing - Needs a Long-Term Plan 

• No downtown area?  

• What about downtown? This is a huge miss; lots of density coming and nowhere to bring, walk, run, bike 

off leash. Then what is the long-term plan? We need a plan in order to ask developers to accommodate. 

What about the Turtle Trail? What will happen to Nexan? We should talk. Plans are being finalized now. 

New parks and pathways are being planned for waterfront/oceanfront. What is the plan for dogs in the 

downtown? 

• Require Nexan developers to include dog park. Need something downtown 

• Nexan dog beach area * * Lot 1?  

• Downtown beach padding club area “Lot 1”? Park area near high density downtown! Condo doggies 

need parks nearby J 

• Rose Park 

• Downtown population is densifying – will there be any consideration for an area downtown (where you 

don’t have to cross the highway/get in car)? 

Running/Hiking/Mountain Biking Areas 

• Are bike trails/ zones dog off leash areas? It is impossible to leash a dog and downhill bike. 

• Can SORCA suggest/designate bike trails for dog and owners?  

Like Jacks Trail and Cheema Lands Area 

• I like these as its safe for me to walk here with my dog. 

Smoke Bluffs 

• Suggest an additional area: Smoke Bluff Trails – in the off season. 

Ray Peters Trail, Brackendale 

• What about Ray Peters Trail? 

• Brackendale Fall Fair Grounds, large parks?  

Valleycliffe Bike Trails 

• What about Valleycliffe bike trails? i.e., Farside, Spencers, etc. As is, there is nowhere people can run or 

mountain bike with their dogs. 

Temporary Use of Empty Lots 

• Bend Oregon had property owned for development/empty lot – fenced off and loaned as off leash dog 

area until lot developed. Great use of land, win-win. 

• However, another comment was against this idea: That’s just a backyard extra-large, not what they 

want/ need. Please don’t! Not the kind of terrain we want out dogs on. 

Use of All Weather Fields or Places not Being Used for Intended Purpose 

• Are all weather fields being used? Possible off leash fenced area? 

• Could turn that Eaglewind bowling lawn into another dog park since its being used as such? 
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Need for No-Dog Areas as Buffer Zones 
Some comments pointed to the need for buffer zones where there would be no dogs. 

• Stipulate some dog-free areas. 

• Please establish buffer zones around businesses entrances; not everyone is comfortable around dogs. 

• What areas are DOG-FREE for folks who have fear of dogs? Where do they get a break? (The park across 

from District Hall was signed as such but there are dogs).  

• People/ dogs who are not comfortable around off leash / untrained dogs are getting entirely restricted 

as to where they can go to feel safe and enjoy trails, rivers, hikes or even walks around the block 

without encountering off leash dogs. There is not a single trail street, business or water access in the 

community where people can go and feel safe from encountering off leash dogs. They are everywhere!! 

L 

• Off leash areas in these areas fragmented by multiple users. Enshrines greater rights for dogs than those 

people who are afraid or wary of even exuberant dogs – never mind “scary” dogs (or owners!) 

On leash not recommended in off-leash areas 

• On-leash dogs not recommended in off-leash areas. 

Limit the off-leash area size / Location due to sensitive habitat 

Keep to on dike due to sensitive riparian habitat  

• Maybe only off leash on dike? Not channels? How to police folks who allow “swimming” their dogs [in 

the channels]?  

Only southern part of dike  

• Please ensure if only half the dike is off leash, it’s the southern part where the trees/trails can engage 

them. 

Increased Noise from Barking Dogs 

• Annoyance to the houses bordering John Hunter Park 

Not Enough Running Space in the Areas 

• Beauty! Is there enough trail? No run area? 

3. Do Not Like 

Disapproval was expressed mostly with the proposal of off-leash dogs in the sensitive riparian habitats of 

Squamish River (behind the pound), Judd, Mamquam and Valleycliffe. 

Sensitive Riparian Areas Require Seasonal Closures - Spawning Habitat/ Fish Channels at 

Proposed Areas in Squamish River, Judd, Mamquam and Valleycliffe 

• Too sensitive! Salmon in stream or gravels from July to April and resident Coho year-round! 

• Rotten fish from September to February = low quality off-leash area. 
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• Both Judd Beach and Mamquam Channel are sensitive habitats. 

• Riparian area, habitat. Trail alongside gold course good (fence along golf course side?). But not down 

beside channels. 

• Need to consider spawning season. Pink/Chum, etc. 

• On-leash during spawning season is reasonable. 

• Sensitive area. Not sure if seasonal closures will work as its hard enough to change people’s habits over 

years/let alone seasons. 

• Dogs often swim or run in the spawning channels – hard to enforce keeping them out!! 

• 100% agreement to restrict off-leash due to seasonal / wildlife concerns.  

• Winter is prime feeding site for eagles; not in winter! How to clarify on-leash only in riparian area? 

Possible confusion/enforcement issues. 

Against Off-Leash Dogs in riverfronts, hiking/biking / walking trails 

• People want access to water and trails too! (without untrained off-leash dogs!) 

• I have often heard that people want to ride or run with their off-leash dogs. I don’t see that being 

addressed so am worried that trails with terrain and views will continue to be regarded as off-leash. If 

this is the plan, let’s be clear about it. 

• I agree! No dogs off leash in bike trails please – very DANGEROUS!!! 

Why dogs in water/riverfront zones? 

• Why are the waterfront/river front locations prioritized for off leash dogs? Not everyone (or dogs) are 

comfortable around dogs. Other Squamish residents should be able to enjoy waterfront…without being 

harassed by off leash dogs. 

• Again, why are all the rivers/beaches and waterfront being delegated to off-leash dogs? Many people in 

the community want access to water without being harassed by off-leash dogs. 

Feedback on Specific Locations 
The following sets out the feedback on the five off-leash areas. All feedback is organized under themes. 

1. Squamish River Dike behind Dog Pound 

This area is proposed as a pilot with no time restrictions. It would be a pilot off-leash area all the time. The 

following sets out the themes and detailed feedback about this area. 

Like  

Great - Full Time Off Leash! 

• Great that it is full time off leash. 

• This should be the aim for all trails. 

• Yes, to off leash. 

• Like the lack of time restriction. 

• Good there is no time restriction on this location. 
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• Very much like that there is not time restrictions. 

• Awesome idea; any time hours. 

• Good option; central; good site lines. 

• Very nice year around. 

Like Access to Water 

• Close to water. Yahoo J 

• On leash up to certain area good so dogs can still access water. 

• Perfect! Create trail along river to west where possible to create interest, access to water and loop. 

This is a Less Popular Area for Non-Dog Owners – A Better Choice  

• Great choice. Less conflict with non-dog people. Mostly used by people walking dogs. 

• Would be better to choose areas not so popular with broad base of users; i.e., Mamquam/Squamish 

behind dog pound. 

o Other areas like Judd/Mamquam Channels widely used by wide group of public. Not fair to impost 

off leash dogs to seniors, cyclists, walkers, family outings, eagles, salmon, etc.  

o Dog pound could be specified with warning easily, while other areas will definitely have multiple 

conflicts. 

Concerns 

Concern about Herbicide Use Here 

• Lots of herbicide application on invasive species in this area: 1) don’t want herbicides on my dog or; 2) 

don’t want to spread invasives. 

Do not like 

This is in a sensitive riparian area 

• Fish spawning, eagle feeding, bear feeding; not suitable for dogs off leash. 

Wildlife Management Area 

• DOS – toe to toe of dike water is in WMA – no dogs in water!!!!  

4. Stawamus River Dike, Valleycliffe 

The following sets out the themes and detailed feedback about this area. 

Like 

• NA 

Concerns 

• NA 
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Do not like 

Off-Leash Dogs in this Area Negatively Impacts Seniors 

• Having off leash dogs in this area ensures that my mother who has lived here 75 years will no longer be 

able to safely walk in this area. Running dogs on narrow trails is recipe for negative interactions with 

seniors. 

5. Trails between the Squamish Valley Golf Club and the Mamquam River 

The following sets out the themes and detailed feedback about this area. 

Like 

Concerns 

Do not like 

Sensitive Habitat Concerns – We are a Bear Smart Community 

• Mamquam Spawning Channel should not be off leash at any time. Coyote dens, sensitive fish/bird 

habitat. Salmon spawning August to December. Eagles at water’s edge November to January. Bears, 

wolves, cougars. Allowing off leash dogs at any time in the Mamquam spawning Channels is incongruent 

with “Bear Smart Community” and teaches owners that sensitive habitat doesn’t matter 

Stay with status quo - already good leash compliance here 

• There is better compliance on-leash here so I don’t think this should be off-leash as it confuses this. The 

flat land and the golf course make it easy to run with dogs on-leash 

6. Judd Beach, Brackendale 

The following sets out the themes and detailed feedback about this area. 

Like 

Good Location for Off-Leash Dogs 

• This is best off leash dog area. 

• Very nice swimming, love it for pups. 

Do agree with time restrictions 

• This is a possibility 
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Concerns 

Don’t agree with time restrictions 

• I walk my dog here 2x week and don’t agree with time restrictions. 

• Should be full time with no time restrictions. 

• Time tricky restrictions. Rather have sections of an- on or off- leash that can be avoided or chosen. 

• 4 pm – 9 pm not bad. 

Consider increasing Size of Area – Use Judd Slough as border 

• Will or could this area be larger? Use Judd Slough as border. 

Summer Better for Off-Leash Dogs 

• Judd Beach is probably good for the summer months but fall and winter is not great off-leash area at all. 

Do not like 

Concern about Sensitive Habitat - Salmon, Eagles October to January 

• Judd beach may be great for dogs and owners, but the riverbanks and smaller channels are salmon 

habitat. October – January eagles on riverbanks and gravel bars. Dogs are seen harassing on regular 

basis 

• Can be very sensitive for feeding eagles, and Judd Slough along dike sensitive salmon habitat; not dog 

swim hole! 

• Be wary of Horse Creek spawning channel north side 

• This is a good location for off leash except in salmon spawning times à Judd Slough 

• Keep it wild and preserved – wildlife, fish, birds, bears…. No dogs off leash here 

7. Merrill Park, Garibaldi Highlands 

The following sets out the themes and detailed feedback about this area. 

Like 

Good Location for Off-Leash Dogs 

• A good location for this.  

• I usually walk my puppy once in the morning, then let her run around Mike Week’s trail at around 6 pm 

• This should be accessible from the Estates  

Concerns 

Time Restrictions - Not necessary here 

• Don’t think the times are necessary here 
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Would be great if this area was bigger J 

Could use garbage stations 

Signage Needed 

• Signage needed at pond 

• Signage needed overall, at all locations 

Do not like 

Wildlife Corridor – not good at dawn/dusk for dogs 

• Merrill Park is a wildlife corridor down to Coho Park; not good at dawn or dusk for dog walking!! 

Poster Station 3: Owner Responsibility 
The following sets out the specific feedback on the poster regarding owner responsibility and conditions.  

A. Like 

Like dog recall requirement but needs to be fair and reasonable 
While many attendees commented on the need for dog recall they also emphasized that the “100%” 

requirement may be unreasonable and challenging.  

• YES!  

• Dogs are more likely 80% or greater recall; they have some decision making to do; plus accidents 

happen. Be fair.  

• 100% recall is not fair; they are animals, not robots. Children don’t have 100%! This is unreasonable to 

expect. 

• Dogs are leashed for numerous reasons: poor recall; injuries; behavioural issues. Very unfair to ask for 

100% recall off leash. 

• Many dogs are not 100% recall so maybe this is unreasonable? They usually come though. 

Like increase in fines for not picking up your dog’s waste 
A few attendees commented on the need to provide fines for those caught not picking up after their dogs; 

however, it was also noted that this is hard to catch and police.  

• 100% agreement to increase fines for owners not picking up after dog. 

• Need officers out patrolling the streets and trails and charging fines on the spot.   

• Yes, to increasing finds for picking up poop.  

Like max numbers of 3 dog per person in off-leash areas 

• Like the max 3 dogs per adult! 

 



APPENDIX 1 

APPENDIX 1 – OPEN HOUSE DETAILED FEEDBACK 12 

B. Concerns 

1. Need to address the dog waste problem and owners not picking up after their dogs 

Many attendees talked about and commented on the importance of tackling the dog waste dilemma and dealing 

with owners who are not picking up after their dogs.  

Need responsible ownership especially in regard to owners picking up after their dog 

• Need more love, community, language, less blame, and more ownership for everyone. 

Dog walking companies should be responsible for picking up dog waste 

• Dog walkers get paid good money; they don’t pick up waste. 20 Dog walkers = 100 dogs. 

2. Dog Waste Solutions / Considerations 

Some comments noted the importance of considering the addition of more dog waste dispensaries around the 

community and at these off-leash areas.  

• Poop dispensary sponsored by local companies 

• Corridor needs a bio-digestor to handle organic waste which includes poop! 

• Could poop bags be available – especially handy in case a walker forgot to bring a bag and to encourage 

use. Disposal trash cans would be nice. 

3. Need for Owners to be Respectful and Responsible 

Discussion at the event as well as written comments were received about dog owners not being respectful when 

asked to leash their dogs, and the importance of keeping dogs in sight when off leash.    

Respect by Dog Owners Towards Others 

• Having dogs off leash is a privilege NOT a right! Most owners (off leash) I have encountered are NOT 

respectful or considerate of other trail users or leashed dogs. 

• Dogs outside home - muzzle and on leash. 2 dog per household; if you have 3-4, then only 2 when 

people pass by and put on leash; on trails, muzzle. 

Keeping Dogs in Sight 

• If people kept their dogs in sight that would be great, but they don’t! 

4. Outreach and Education 

Education and outreach is the number one approach to help change behaviour. Various ways to inform people 

included signage at all trail heads in the off-leash areas as well as offering drop in / discounted education for dog 

owners on sensitive habitats, expectations in off-leash areas, on preventing conflicts with other dogs, as well as 

a course for those who are scared of dogs.  
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Signage Needed 

• Please make it very clear that leashes are required from Parking lot on Brennan to off-leash area. Maybe 

video monitoring? So sick of having off leash dogs shaking dry in front of me or jumping on little kids. 

• Off-leash areas to be well marked and can be easily avoided if desired.  

• Better signage. More education on signage. Link to training. Link for people scared of dogs (training) 

• Link for respectful dog ownership. 

Education for Dog Owners 

On Sensitive Habitats 

• Include education on sensitive habitat. 

• and Ross Road Trail? 

• Educate people about wildlife. 

On Expectations in Off-Leash Areas 

• Enforce and educate on recall and having dogs in sight. 

• This initiative is awesome! Perhaps provide owner awareness training of expectations !! J à Please 

train or restrain your dogs!! J 

On Preventing Conflict with Other Dogs 

• Preventing problems. What can we do to encourage trauma-dog owners to implement strategies to 

reduce conflict?  

• Owner education on respecting other dogs and owners. Your dog might be fine, but what if mine isn’t?  

Yellow Leash or Red Collar/Leash for Aggressive Dogs? 

• Yes, to requiring training. Can we also implement the yellow leash project?  

• Could aggressive dogs who are known have “red” colours, so others know when approaching? 

Develop Courses for People Scared of Dogs 

• Offer course for how to act when scared and approached by a dog 

• We need education for dog owners but also for people who are scared of dogs. What to do when they 

approach etc. This feels one-sided and dog owners are bad. 

At Trail Heads 

• Provide written and on-site education/awareness building at trail heads. 

For Transient Dog Owners 

• Dog education at Adventure Centre or with Tourism Squamish in order to catch transient vacation 

community.  

• Trail heads are high conflict areas. Education and patrols needed. 

Provide Education Incentives 

• Education on dog behaviour and incentives for training. 
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DOS Could Collaborate/Partner to Offer Affordable/Free Training 

• Free puppy training – people don’t know how essential it is! 

• Puppy socialization school, make it cheap $5-10. Drop in. Train the humans! 

• Offer free dog training courses. 

Consider Classes and Special Certification for Dog Owners 

• Should require classes for all dog owners and special licensing or certification to show passed. Like BCDL. 

5. Modernize Dog Licensing 

Attendees suggest that modernizing the dog licensing program with online licensing and renewals as well as 

collaboration with vet clinics would lead to an increase in the number of dogs with licenses in town.  

Consider Enabling Licensing Through Vet Clinics 

• Vet clinics have access to microchip databases, why not to licensing animals? There are so many 

unlicensed/registered dogs in town. 

• How can we make it easier for folks to comply with licensing? Through vets perhaps? Reduced fee if an 

auto-renew and no problems bylaw infractions?  

• License dogs via vet clinics. 

Develop Online Sign Up  

• Online sign up for license and renewals ** Small light tags for small dogs; blank on the other side for 

engraving.  

• Yes, online sign up/renewal.  

C. Do not like 

Owners who do not pick up after their dogs 

• More and more dogs in Squamish. Starting to be very annoying. Poop on the ground. Many poop bags 

hanging in trees like Xmas decoration; more barking. Used to love animals. Starting to HATE dogs and 

owners! Off leash = way more poop. No leash = no control = way more dog poop everywhere.  

• More concerned about poop than dogs!!! i.e., owners who don’t pick up. 

• Am concerned these areas are near rivers and dogs off leash there means more poop because many dog 

owners do not pick up!  

• YES, agree with the above. 

• People will not walk into the John Hunter park filed to pick up excrement. They don’t know… they won’t 

then either.  

• AGREE with the above. 

• Dogs are off leash in the community garden at Eaglewind and also in the lawn bowling area; sneaking 

dogs in from community garden area. Poop all over in garden and bowling lawn.  
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Poop bags are not biodegradable 

• Concern poop bags are not fully biodegradable in our system. 

• What of the recent report that poop bags are not green? 

Off-leash dogs with poor recall 

• What happens when those with reactive dogs have their dogs on-leash and an off-leash dog with bad 

recall comes along?  

Poster Station 4: Changes to the Animal Control Bylaw  
The following sets out the specific feedback on the poster regarding bylaw changes and enforcement.  

A. Like 

1. Create a process for Aggressive / Dangerous Dogs 

There was a lot of discussion and comments received on how to address dogs that are not friendly with other 

dogs or people. There was a suggestion to reclassify the new proposed tiered system with the addition of 

‘temperamental dog’s, and questions about clarifying the process for deeming dogs in a category along with an 

appeal process. 

Suggest Re-Classification/ Assessment: add ‘Temperamental’ à  Aggressive à Dangerous 

• Regarding dog behaviour assessment, suggest: Temperamental à Aggressive à Vicious/ Dangerous  

o (Vicious and Dangerous is the same) = NEVER off leash.  

o Temperamental: minor incident.  

o Aggressive: pattern of concerning behaviour/bites.  

o Vicious/Dangerous: serious incident.  

Like Training for Reclassification  

• Like the option for owner to seek training and apply to reclassify.  

Like Tiered Classification Approach 

• I like the tiered approach instead of going straight to dangerous. 

2. Good to see tightening up of animal welfare laws 

Several attendees emphasized the need to tighten up the District Bylaws on animal welfare in regard to rules 

about shelter, food, water and to give pound workers the power to protect and even remove dogs from 

neglectful owners. A specific bylaw to address removing dogs from hot cars was also requested. 
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Strengthen Rules for Shelter, Food, Water 

• Would like to see the loose rules about shelter/food/water tightened to give our pound workers more 

power to protect or even remove a dog from a bad/neglectful owner.  

Bylaw Required for Dogs in Hot Cars 

• Bylaw proposal #4 excellent. No dogs in hot cars. 

• Need hot car Bylaw; animal welfare powers. Thanks for adding these. 

B. Concerns 

Need More Bylaw Officers and Patrols 
Everyone appreciated that the Bylaws Officers were in attendance at the event. We received positive 

comments about the discussion and interaction with the officers. It was acknowledged by many attendees 

that the officers could use greater help with regards to more staffing to patrolling and enforcing the bylaw. 

 

• We need more Bylaw officers and to be aggressively enforcing leash laws; i.e., have paired patrols; 

extended hours of enforcement (7 am – 8pm) 7 days/week.  

• Hire more animal control to enforce and educate - love volunteer idea for education on trails. 

• Please hire more Bylaw Officers and increase/extend patrols. 

• More staffing and proactive patrols. Positive presence as well.  

• Patrols in each areas of Squamish. Not a look and go attitude. Dog walker release dogs not on leash; 

chases you on trail.  

• Couple enforcement with same in estuary – no tolerance in posted sensitive habitats. PS I am a dog 

owner. 

• More enforcement! Too many dogs in Squamish now. We need REAL rules! And ENFORCEMENT if no 

respect.  

• Enforcement is lacking in Squamish in general. People will not follow rules they don’t like and if no 

enforcement.  

Enforcing Leash Laws will be Challenging 
Key considerations were provided about enforcing leash laws both during on-leash times and off-leash 

times.  

 

• How will leash laws be enforced during on-leash times and at all times outside the proposed areas?  

• How will leashes be enforced outside off-leash hours and in other areas – e.g., VC School, mountain bike 

trails? 

• Will there be a rule enforcing people to leash their off-leash dogs when approaching an on-leash dog?  

• Yes Please! 

• Maybe use education signs instead? Hard to make that rule. 

Considerations Regarding Dangerous Dog: Who decides? 

• What is considered dangerous? Who decides? Can there be second changes and training/schooling or 

trainer approval?  
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• What is considered a “minor” or “serious” incident?  

Develop an Appeal Process for Aggressive Dogs 

• There should be an appeal process for “aggressive” dogs. It’s ‘he said-she said’ when someone already 

hates/fears dogs; the truth can be heavily inflated! Accidents happen; muzzling a dog for one incident 

may not be fair. 

Be Aware of Dog Breed / Size Prejudice 

• Dog breed punishment isn’t fair; punish dog owners, not dog breed. 

o Overdue for changes to Dangerous dog classification. 

o Small dogs versus large dogs. Treated the same. If small dog bites they should receive same 

punishment.  

• YES agree. 

C. Do not like 

Dangerous dogs should not be allowed off leash 

• Dangerous dogs should not go to off-leash areas; asking for trouble.  

Poster Station 5: Volunteering 
The following sets out the specific feedback on the poster regarding volunteering. Attendees noted the need to 

develop a volunteer program where they could help the District with dogs off-leash and emphasized the need 

for education and training for volunteers due high incidence of dog owner confrontation.  

A. Like 

Volunteer ambassador program  

• Volunteer ambassador program to help DOS during start up (Like COPS) 

• Yes! Dog Haven will volunteer! 

Learn from other areas 
Several areas were noted that could be researched to learn about successes and challenges such as Sechelt, 

Ambelside Beach and Capital Regional District. It is acknowledged that these areas may have unique 

circumstances different to Squamish which helped lead to their dog off-leash areas. 

Sechelt 

• If looking for more ideas, examples – Sechelt has 18 dog parks, local trails, near rivers, etc.  

• These areas are shared at all times of the day, not just dog owners. Maybe get feedback from Sechelt on 

how dog parks work for them. 
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Ambelside Beach 

• Ambelside Beach off leash area is a great example to follow, 

• Another example is Ambelside Beach – no time restrictions.  

Capital Regional District 

• CRD has this policy in tons of parks and it works: off leash permitted if dogs are under control. No time 

restrictions. 

B. Concerns 

Education and Training for Volunteers 

• Education and training for volunteers to ensure consistent messaging; work in twos for safety; carry and 

trained in first aid. 

• De-escalation training needed. Animal control should mentor volunteers. 

C. Do not like 

A Confrontational Topic 

• Would not volunteer as I have found talking to people about picking up poop, on/off leash, can be very 

confrontational 

• Not sure what a volunteer would do. People may see them as a “cleaner”…? 

 

Other Open House Comments 

A. Fenced Parks 
While closed/fenced parks were not in the scope of this initiative, several attendees provided comments on the 

possibility of holding a fund raiser to help pay for the high cost of fenced parks.  

Only off-leash dogs in fenced in dog park 

• I have been grabbed 2 times by same dog; chased down Dike by Ridgeback after asking owner to stop 

the dog. [Dogs should be leashed or in fenced closures] 

• Off leash must be in a closed park. 

Consider Fundraising to Build Closed / Fenced Parks 

• Hold a community fundraiser. 

• Community fundraising to pay for fenced trail corridors, Brennan Park? 

• Community fundraiser or optional add fee on license to support off-leash fenced areas?  

• Fund raise from the community at large for fenced dog park. 
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Appendix 2: Detailed Feedback from Online 
Comments 

Feedback from general comments online regarding each poster station is set out as bullet points and organized 

under themes. Posters are set out in Appendix 3.  

 

Themes are generally ordered based on the amount of feedback received on the theme. Sorting and ordering of 

themes is not meant to be perfect or show weighting, but to generally indicate the balance of views by those 

who took the time to provide comments. The comments are further organized into ‘Like,’ ‘Concerns,’ and ‘Do 

not like’ to help sort the ideas that were raised. 

Comment Box 1: Overview Map Feedback 
Feedback from participants on the overview map is summarized below.  Approximately 48 comments were 

received. 

A. Like 

Like and want more areas within walking distance 

• Support off leash areas for dogs. 

• We need off leash dog parks.  

• Great distribution of sites in various neighbourhoods. 

• Would like to see more off-leash areas. 

• Not enough areas within walking distance to where many/ most people live – encourages more driving 

in an already congested town. 

Majority users already go to these places 

• Like these areas include places where majority of people are already going for off-leash activities.  

• Support of off-leash use where people can expect off leash areas.  

Off-leash dogs in bike trails 

• Be aware that the District adopted the mountain bike plan 20 years ago which states that dogs are 

allowed off-leash in the trails. 

• Seems an oversight to exclude all mountain bike trails. Many Squamish residents bike with their dogs. If 

not permitted here, it detracts from the experience living here.  
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Consider a Dentville and/or Downtown off-leash area 

• Why is there no dog off-leash area downtown? What about other areas such as Dentville? 

• These areas are heavily populated and it’s likely that off-leash dog issues will persist if no adequate 

options available locally in these areas. 

• Hope for an amendment to include Downtown area specifically nexan beach area; a great asset that 

should be considered.  

• What about adding a downtown area?  

• Seems downtown is neglected from this initiative. 

• I am very disappointed that there is no off-leash area near Nexen Beach. They MUST be able to run free 

on the beach and the perimeter trail should also be included. Surely you have seen how much use this 

area gets by dogs and dog owners! 

B. Concerns 

Timing Restrictions 

Fall / Winter season changes 

• Change the time restrictions in winter when the days are shorter to allow for more light and safety. 

• I attended the open house and well done; just need some changes to time allocations due to darkness in 

colder months. 

• These times are not likely to be respected during the winter months or on weekends.  

Weekend time limits in certain zones only 

• Consider time limits to certain zones on weekends only. 

Weekdays too restrictive 

• The current proposed times are too restrictive for weekdays 

Extend times or add more fully off-leash locations (24 hours per day), especially in summer 

• Time frames should be expanded or more locations should be made fully off-leash. 

• These areas should be off-leash 24 hours per day. 

• Need an all-day area for hot weather swimming. 

Size 

• Off-leash dog areas are too small to allow for extended walks or jogging. There is only one fully off-leash 

location, all other locations have very restrictive off-leash times.  

• Many people would like some trails designated as off-leash so they can exercise their dog over a greater 

distance. 

Responsibility of dog owners – in sight, pick up dog waste 

• As long as owners can be responsible for their dogs in these areas and not be ‘miles away’ from their 

dog. 
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• Owners need to be made more fully responsible for their dog waste. 

Safety concerns with aggressive dogs 

• What happens in off-leash areas if issues arise with aggressive dogs or dogs not behaving?  

• People and pets have been attacked by dogs running off leash.  

• Primary responsibility of the District should be the safety and well-being of its community members. 

Impacts with scared and reactive on-leash dogs 

• Concern about how to deal with off-leash dogs in these areas with leashed reactive dogs. How do you 

deal with the situation where my dog is scared and reactive to other dogs and therefore always has to 

be on leash while other dogs are off leash? Concerns this create incompatible environment for reactive 

dogs. 

Areas 

How did these areas get chosen? 

• Was it based on knowing how many dogs are walked in these areas? 

Area by the ocean 

• We need an off-leash area by the ocean. 

Parking 

• Ensure adequate parking 

C. Do Not Like 

Conflict with spawning salmon and wildlife  - Ensure seasonal closures  

• Ensure off-leash areas do not interfere with spawning salmon times. 

• Off leash areas overlap and conflict with areas critical to spawning salmon and other wildlife. Mamquam 

Spawning Channels, riparian areas around Judd beach trails and Stawamus River adjacent to Valleycliffe 

dike).  

• Environmentally sensitive areas such as the golf course, where salmon spawn, not suitable for off-leash 

dogs. 

• Concern that many of these areas are by the river and important fish spawning areas. E.g. Mamquam 

River trails, do not seem like the most suitable off-leash area. Consider seasonal closures to protect 

important wildlife habitat and species.  

• Wildlife conflicts are likely at 3 or 5 proposed locations, Judd Beach trails, Mamquam Spawning channels 

and around Valleycliffe Dike/Stawamus River. 

Seasonal closures may not work 

• Seasonal closures are impossible once people and dogs become accustomed to using a site. 
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Fields may be better for off leash? 

• Can there be more focus on off-leash that are fields, forest rather than riverside?  

Fishing area conflict  

• At least two spots overlap with very busy fishing spots and this has led to some conflict. 

Status quo is fine 

• This initiative is going to cause problems for those like me who run on the dike with my on-leash dog 

every night and now will encounter more dogs off-leash running up to my dog and causing problems.  

Leashed area is good 

• More leashed areas good 

• Need some trail networks designated ON-leash. 

 

 

The following sets out the detailed feedback on each location poster  

 

Comment Box 2: Squamish River Dike Behind Dog Pound 
There were 61 comments received about this area. The following are the themes and comments. 

A. Like 

Like this proposed spot and its full time off-leash status 

• Comments ranging from Ok, good, fantastic, wonderful; great place; like this spot for off leash. [many 

similar comments] 

• Like no time restrictions. 

• One of the few areas that dogs can swim in summer. 

• Seems like an ideal spot. Water access on hot days, lots of space for dogs and good visibility in case of 

wildlife. 

• Dog walkers are respectful. 

Good location away from others, residences, dog walkers use it 

• Like this area; makes sense as it does not bother residential properties.  

• Not many people except dog walkers use this area. 

• Good location; low activity area. 

• A great area virtually unused by any other community group. 
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Like but enlarge the space  

• Great but area is exposed; will there be off-leash connecting trails in adjacent forest or along the 

adjacent beach?  

• Include all the green space as dogs do not go off-leash and follow rules; they will run through the forest. 

• What about the trail along river that parallels the dike?  

• Will this be both sides of the dike or just the north side?  

• Consider trails on both sides of the dike or down below so if people wanted to walk away from a 

concerning dog, they can go an alternate route; having trails also provides variety in the walk; people 

will likely continue to walk their dogs off leash in restricted areas with more interesting trails. 

• Would like to see this area expanded to encompass the southern portion of the dike (between rail 

bridge and spit road). It would provide an off-leash area that would be closer to Downtown and 

Dentville. It would also provide adequate space for extended walks and jogging. All currently proposed 

off-leash areas are quite small. 

B. Concerns 

Owner responsibility 

Not picking up off-leash dog waste  

• NO problem with this as long as owners clean up after their dog and disposable containers are made 

available on the pathway. 

• Dogs off-leash means dogs are way ahead of their owners and this may allow them to “not see” their 

dogs poop. How to address this? 

Owner responsibility for their off-leash dogs around other dogs and people 

• All dogs should be kept under control and owners must respect the need to recall their dog if asked to 

do so; preferably before they are asked, if it is obvious (e.g., regarding small children, older people, 

injured people, other dogs on-leash). 

• Assume the privilege of being off-leash at any time is specific to well behaved and socialized dogs. 

• Still hesitant/ unsure about off leash dogs not being contained. 

Add time restrictions to this off leash area 

• Suggest this site be limited to off-leash only in morning and late afternoons as with other sites. Busy site 

especially on weekends!  

• The one area I have concern about; disagree to make this always off leash; agree with restricted 

morning hours. 

Move the area to the south of Mamquam River 

• The dike to the south of the Mamquam including the gravel bars would be a better area. They are 

already well established as off leash areas and would result in less confusion. 
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Dogs in pound not getting out 

• Meanwhile the poor dogs in the pound just get to sit in cages and watch everyone else run around 

loose. 

C. Do Not Like  

Do not want off-leash dogs in this area, too many people us this area 

• Do not like this area for off-leash use [many similar comments]. 

• This area is used by many people who do not want dogs off-leash while walking. 

• This is one of the few quiet areas where we can walk our dog and not get assaulted by aggressive dogs 

and careless owners. 

• Very few dogs are on leashes in this area, making it difficult to bike or walk young children. 

• This area should NOT be for off leash dogs; too many other users of this trail. 

• Too many people use this for walking, cycling, running. Should be on-leash only. 

Animal/ Wildlife conflict 

• Dogs off leash will lead to conflict with wildlife in this area. 

• Possibly conflicts with dogs walked from the pound. 

Keep status quo - changing to off leash will bring more dogs 

• I use this area on leash and have trouble when off-leash dogs run up to my dog. Changing this to off 

leash will bring more dogs to the area meaning I am pushed out. Please don't change anything. 

Environmentally sensitive area not suitable for off-leash dogs  

• This is an environmentally sensitive area not suitable for a dog park due to the inevitable canine fecal 

contamination polluting the water supply and negatively affecting local fish populations. 

Far from housing and dangerous area due to trains 

• Far from virtually all housing so will force people to drive to go for dog walks; it's a short, flat walk, so 

not a lot of exercise space. Also, this area is regularly inaccessible because of trains, which are also a 

terrible hazard for off-leash dogs. 

 

 

Comment Box 3: Stawamus River Dike, Valleycliffe 
There were 45 comments received about this area. The following are the themes and comments. 
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A. Like 

Great. Agree with this area  

• Perfect; a lot of Valleycliffe residents are commuters; they can come home and walk their dogs who 

have been in the house all…. day! [approximately 12 similar comments in agreement] 

• Seems sensible to me. 

• Perfect zone, people's backyard fences and the river are excellent natural boundaries. 

• Thanks, good balance. 

• Having dogs chase, bark or otherwise disturb bears and make them uncomfortable on the dike is likely 

good, teaches them the boundary in our neighbourhood and to stay away. 

Like the times 

• Gives considerations to all users; it gives some times where it is not off-leash and other times where it is. 

B. Concerns 

Do not agree with time restrictions  

Have it always off leash or not at all 

• Why the time restrictions? Should be off leash all day. 

• Why a time limit here?  

• Should be full time off leash. 

• Challenge with time restrictions is most of the year it is too dark and dangerous to go off leash during 

those hours; defeats the whole purpose from Oct to March at least, which is the best time since less 

wildlife about; makes it confusing for non-locals. Just have it all or none. 

• Bad idea. Make it off leash all the time or never. It’s never going to be enforced.  

Hours too restrictive, especially weekends, holidays, and winter months 

• Not useful for people with unusual work hours; not useful in winter evenings when its dark after 4 pm; 

do not understand the logic where the trail needs to be dog on-leash 9 am – 4 pm. 

• Time limits unfair and very limiting; should be all day. 

• These hours are quite restrictive especially on weekends and/or through the winter months. It will be 

very difficult to get people to abide by these time restrictions. 

• Time is too restrictive weekends and holidays; please consider different hours for weekends and 

holidays. 

• Would hours be adjusted during darker winter months? 

Consider 9 am – 3 pm.  

• Why the day time gap? This is when bylaw officers could be helpful. 

• Make it on-leash either the morning or evening when people are walking dogs before/after work. 

• Does not seem safe to have off leash dogs running around when kids are around; why not in the middle 

of the day when children are at school? 
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Extend morning time to 10 am 

• Many people walk their dogs immediately following dropping their kids off at school. It would be great if 

the morning hours could extend to 10am to accommodate this timing.  

• Please consider extending hours to 10 am to allow dog walking following dropping kids off at school. 

Keep time limits on week days but have weekends all day 

• Reverse the hours on weekdays so kids can walk to school in an on-leash area. 

Limit times in summer 

• To reduce conflicts with families using dike for recreation and river for swimming. 

Current times will conflict with wildlife  

• These hours align with hours when wildlife are most active; not ideal.  

Agree with time restrictions, but can these hours be enforced?  

• Am ok with this if the hours can be enforced; is it necessary? Can you create instead an off-leash fenced 

area?  

Increase size of area  

Consider more off-leash space 

• Why is this only from the school down and not the whole dike trail? 

Limit off-leash area  

During spawning season 

• Limiting dogs to only along the dike (rather than on the trails beside the river) during spawning season 

would be prudent.  

Consider family use of area 

• Do not include lower half for family recreational use. 

• Upper dike region better for off leash, as lower is a hub for young families during summer. 

Consider John Hunter Park only, not the dike due to people walking with reactive on-leash dogs 

Ensure owner responsibility conditions are enforced 

Alternative policy: require owners to leash dogs when within 200m of walkers/trail users 

Increase fine for not picking up dog waste  

• Agree as long as owners pick up after their dog and there are containers to discard their waste. 
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Off-leash dogs charging on-leash dogs 

• Am concerned I will not be able to use the trail with my on-leash dog who does not like being charged by 

off-leash dogs. So, am I no longer allowed to use the path?  

How will off-leash dogs be controlled as many dogs are already off leash? 

• This area is on-leash and 90% of dog owners do not leash their dogs; nothing will change without heavy 

enforcement. 

C. Do Not Like 

Comments various respondents stating disapproval for off-leash use. 

Environmentally sensitive area 

• Not suitable for a dog park due to inevitable canine fecal contamination polluting water supply and 

affecting local fish populations. 

• End the area at yellow gate on corner of Guildford and Spruce; the lower half enters into area where fish 

spawn and bears feed; need to protect the fish and bears like in other areas of Squamish 

• Consider the impact this will have on salmon spawning in summer. 

Too busy an area with many users for off leash 

• Dike trail is busy before school and at end of school day; not good idea for off-leash dogs during these 

times.  

• I would avoid popular off-leash areas from 4pm – 6pm; too many people who have zero control and are 

incomplete denial about it. 

• Should not be for off leash dogs; too many others users walking, running, cycling. 

Aggressive dogs are a concern here for off-leash 

• I do not use this area as there are always nasty off-leash dogs. 

• Where can reactive on leash dogs be walked without being attacked by off leash dogs?  

• There are too many aggressive dogs down there already. 

• There is already a problem with out of control off leash dogs here.  

Fearful children 

• Where can small children who are scared of dogs go?  

Do not like because no enforcement 

• This is a bad idea even if the times are limited; concern there will be no enforcement and people will 

know that. 
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Comment Box 4: Trails between the Squamish Valley Golf 
Club and the Mamquam River 
There were 45 online comments received about this area. The following are the themes and comments. 

A. Like 

Like this area for off-leash dogs  

• Great zone for dog walking. [Various kinds of similar comments]. 

B. Concerns 

Do not agree with time restrictions  

Too limiting - especially winter and shoulder seasons 

• Have no hour restrictions or consider every other day for hour restrictions. 

• Time restrictions are too limiting for the winter and shoulder seasons. 

• I like to walk my dog when the weather or my schedule best suits. 

• Would hours be adjusted when darker winter hours are upon us. 

• It is too dark during those times most of the year to walk off leash safely.  

• Off leash hours too restrictive. 

Prefer off leash all day, or dawn to 9 pm 

• This area should be dog off-leash from dawn to 9 pm. 
• What is the reason for leashed times during the day? Am in favour of off-leash at all times in this area. 

• Why no dogs during business hours? If it is going to be off-leash, make it off-leash all the time not just 

during certain hours. 
• Why not between 9am and 4pm as well? 
• It confuses non locals about whether the area is off leash or not. Better to have all day hours with 

seasonal closures 

• Should be all day. 

• Unfair and very limiting; should be all day. 

After 9pm 

• What happens after 9pm? Is there a reason that dogs would need to be leashed up at that time? We 

have lots of daylight in the summer so presumably people would be out walking their dogs after 9pm. 

• Extend restriction to 10 am. 

All day on weekends 

• Would be great to have this all day on weekends. 
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Do not work for parents, shift workers 

• In favor although my partner needs to walk the dog between 10 and 1 with his job most days, will there 

be some options that include this time? 
• Why the time restrictions. Isn't after work the busiest time for these areas. Why restrict those able to 

walk their dogs during the day when the areas have less traffic and children are at school. 

Conflict with wildlife  

• What is the rational for the timing? It seems that there is more wildlife encounters during dawn and 

dusk. 

On leash/ seasonal closures during sensitive periods such as fish spawning / bear season 

• Am I correct to understand that even if bear closures you could still walk your dog there on leash? 
• Seasonal considerations are a start in the right direction, but consideration of local fish habitat should be 

of paramount concern given the current state of global fish stocks struggling to rebound from 

overfishing and pollution. Dogs running off trail negatively affect sensitive environmental areas that 

need to be protected. 
• Good to have seasonal closures to protect wildlife and sensitive habitat. 

Size of area and location  

Area not large enough 

• Needs to include all the green space around it. 

• Should include the trails from the old Mamquam bridge, on Government Road, down below, and across 

under the new Mamquam bridge.... not just the east side of the highway. 

Change area to along river only 

• Very busy trail so consider only along the river front trail system. 

Enforcement will be a challenge 

• Enforcement seems challenging. If you have to temporarily stop off leash areas for spawning or bear 

activity, people will just ignore the signs 

Owner responsibility: Yes, as long as owners pick up after their pet 

• And garbage containers are provided along the path for dog waste. 

C. Do Not Like 

Sensitive area 

• Need to ensure seasonal closures for spawning salmon  
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• This is not the only proposed off-leash location that is important for spawning. Stawamus River beside 

the Valleycliffe Dike and streams around the Judd Beach trails are also important to spawning salmon, 

bears and eagles 
• This is an environmentally sensitive area not suitable for a dog park due to the inevitable canine fecal 

contamination polluting the water supply and negatively affecting local fish populations.  

• Definitely a sensitive habitat and an important spawning area; most not be a dog off-leash area. 

• Fear people would not obey seasonal closures because they would get used to off-leash. 

• Seems unsuitable given the sensitivity of the habitat. Seasonal closures great but what if the habitat is 

destroyed and dog poop everywhere during the rest of the year?  

Too busy an area, lots of activity here, dogs should be leashed 

• Nononononono - this is starting to look like the staff at DoS is setting up for failure to the proposals so 

they can keep their jobs longer. 
• Strongly disagree with this off leash site. Golf course and Mamquam Trails are too busy for this. On leash 

only. 
• Lots of activity here, maybe not such a great choice. 
• I would avoid popular off leash areas from 4pm-6pm anywhere. There are too many people who have 

zero control. 
• Sad to think dogs will be assaulting walkers and cyclists and other dogs on leash in this area. This should 

be for everyone. Dogs should be leashed. 

How to control dogs, monitor this area?  

• This is a large area and how to manage irresponsible dog owners. 

• How to control dogs so they stay off the golf course?  

• How are you able to monitor this area? Off leash dogs are always roaming around making it difficult for 

bikers & walkers. 
• Not the greatest site lines on some of the trails if people are running or riding bikes could be hard to see 

dogs coming. 

Stay with status quo – not much problem here just the way it is  

• Leave this area as is. For the most part, dog owners are responsible and can figure this out for 

themselves. 
• How can you justify that? There hasn't been much of a problem considering the 100's of people that use 

this area daily .... year round. Are you going to gate and guard the trails or just put out self-dispensing 

ticket machines? 

Concern about aggressive off-leash dogs for elderly, moms and kids and people with physical 

disabilities strolling here  

• These trails are heavily used by the community - not sure if off-leash is going to work here. Runners run 

in this area before 9 am - mom's and kids stroll and walk after school. Off-leash dogs are a threat to 

these two segments of the population. 

•  I have been attacked by off leash dogs on several occasions in this proposed off leash area. This is one 

of the few spots that I can access and enjoy given my physical disability.  
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Other comments 

• I have to say fishing should be closed during spawning season too 

 
 

Comment Box 5: Judd Beach, Brackendale 
There were 64 comments received about this area. The following are the themes and comments. 

A. Like 

Agree 

• The only good dog beach in town; should not have limitation. 

• Good distance from residential. 

• Thank you.  

• Great spot. Just hikers and dog walkers. 

• Great. Agreed – several similar comments. 

• Agree with off-leash here 

Signage needed 
• This is a wonderful area for doggies and has been used as an off-leash area for decades. An 

informational sign at the trailheads might be worthwhile, particularly regarding times when the fishers 

are in the river. 

B. Concerns 

Do not agree with time restrictions 

Does not work for shift workers - Will there be daytime hours? 

• This should have absolutely no time restrictions. 

• Will there be any day time options for off-leash dog areas? For someone who works evenings and then 

for people who have weekends off? So far there has only been 1 day time options available for off-leash 

walking. 
• Why not during the day time as well?  
• Why the day time restriction? No schools nearby. Possible wildlife conflict during the proposed off-leash 

hours. 
• Time limits unfair and very limiting; should be all day. 

Consider weekends with longer hours, or all day 

• All Sunday or all Saturday.  

• Could this be all day? It is not a school route. 
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Need all day access especially during summer 

• We need a beach with all day water access for dogs in the scorching summer months! Judd would be a 

good one because it is less busy than Nexen and the water is fresh and cool. 

Consider dawn to 10 am or to 12 pm 

• Several similar comments. 

Consider off leash from dawn to 9 pm 

• Several similar comments. 

Consider off-leash from 4pm – 9 am 

• Several similar comments. 

Agree with time restrictions - Concern about other users – too busy an area 

• Too many families during the day enjoying the beach to have off-leash dogs running around. 

• How often is this visited by non-dog owners during the summer evenings?  

• Creates conflict with other users. 

Extend time restriction 

• Should be dawn to dusk. 

Area/space:  

• Include the green space around it. 

Owner responsibility 

Owner control required - Recall required 

• Need clear rules of engagement and owners need to be able to recall their dogs when asked to do so. 

• I would avoid popular off leash areas from 4pm-6pm anywhere. There are too many people who have 

zero control. 

Owners must pick up after their dogs and use waste bins provided along the path 

Off-leash dogs attacking / harassing on-leash dogs 

• Again, sad to think we won't be able to walk our dog here because there will be unleashed dogs 

attacking our leashed dog.  



APPENDIX 2 

APPENDIX 2 –ONLINE COMMENTS DETAILED FEEDBACK 33 

Site management  

Signage needed 

• Signage needed for dog recall rules; easily referenced for problem owners. 

Possible parking issues 

• Judd may have parking issues. 

• Ensure adequate parking for people to enjoy this area. 

Enforcement / control 

• How would this be controlled?  

C. Do Not Like 

No off-leash here because this is a sensitive wildlife area  

• Judd beach and Mamquam dike are both sensitive habitats and spawning areas; should not be 

considered as dog off leash areas. 

• Absolutely no off leash here; this wildlife management area on a very fast river that changes course and 

velocity daily. Dogs get out of control very quickly as people tend to take the lazy action of letting the 

dog run wild.  

• How can the site be policed to ensure that salmon, bears, cougars, eagles, elk, herons, seals are not 

harassed? How would DoS feel if some kid gets knocked into the river by an out of control dog? How 

would that go down in court? 

• Stay on trail: This is an environmentally sensitive area not suitable for a dog park due to the inevitable 

canine fecal contamination polluting the water supply and negatively affecting local fish populations. 

Consideration of local fish habitat should be of paramount concern given the current state of global fish 

stocks struggling to rebound from overfishing and pollution. Dogs running off trail negatively affect 

spawning salmon and the local habitat which requires conservation and is often made clear to the public 

with local signage stating, 'stay on trail'. 
• What about salmon spawning closures?  

• Vital to winter feeding of eagles. Must not be dog off-leash area. 

• Judd beach and Mamquam dike are both sensitive habitats and spawning areas; should not be 

considered as dog off leash areas. 

Choose different area 

• What about the trails to the north of the green area?  

Comment Box 6: Merrill Park, Garibaldi Highlands 
There were 40 comments received about this area. The following are the themes and comments. 
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A. Like 

Agree 

• Agree, makes sense, sounds good…[several similar comments] 

• Great location for off-leash dogs. 

Size and space 

• Include all green space. 

• Larger area needed. 

• This is a tiny area. Squamish is an active community - people want to take their dogs on big runs, hikes 

and adventures, not short neighbourhood walks that they have to drive to. 

Like time restrictions 

• Recommend off-leash in morning only; leash for afternoon/evenings. 

• Here the time restrictions make more sense. 

B. Concerns 

Do not like time restrictions 

• Same comments as for previous proposed areas. Examples include: 

Day time has less traffic and children 

• Many people hike, run, walk in this area but it is a dense part of Squamish which needs something for 

dogs; not sure of typical times for use.  

• Why restrict those able to walk their dogs during the day when the areas have less traffic and children 

are at school 

Hours do not work with work schedules 

• These times do not work with my schedule and limit my freedom to enjoy the trails with my dogs. The 

idea of allowing off-leash access only at certain times of day is ridiculous. My dogs are well behaved and 

enjoy exploring the trails at all times of day - if they weren't, I wouldn't consider letting them off leash. 

Wildlife active during these darker hours 

• Why leashed after 9 pm?  

• The hours are when wildlife is the most active and it's when it's often too dark to walk off leash anyway.  

• Wildlife encounters at dawn and dusk.  

Conflicts with busy times after work 

• Why the restrictions? Isn’t after work the busiest time for these areas?  
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Time restrictions suggestions 

Add day time hours or all day; Dawn to dusk 

• Could be an all-day area. 

• Day time too please! 

• No restrictions needed. 

• It is confusing for people who aren't local to the area. Just make it off leash all day, since folks will use it 

that way anyway more likely than not. 

• Dog off leash from dawn to 9pm. 

• Dawn to dusk. 

Adjust hours during winter period 

• Safety concerns arise in winter when these hours are dark. 

• There is only one location that allows dogs off leash during any time of day. Time restrictions need to be 

expanded, especially during winter months. 

Create a 12 pm off leash window 

• Consider a lunch time off-leash window. 

Expand on weekends 

• Consider expanding restrictions on weekends 

Add additional locations full time off leash 

• Consider additional more locations full time off-leash. 

Owner responsibility  

• Dog owners need to be responsible. [Same previous comments as for other proposed areas.] 

• Once again, you are not considering dogs that must be on-leash being impacted by an increased number 

of off-leash dogs in the area.  
• No problem, as long as owners pick up after their dog and use receptacles along the path to discard the 

waste. 

• Concern dog owners do not control their dogs especially during busy times after work from 4pm – 6pm. 

Signage to notify and clarify expectations 

• How will people know what is expected? 

• Did not even know this area existed. 

Impact to local neighbourhood 

• Wonder if the neighbours surrounding the park will feel limited in their ability to use the park without 

encountering off-leash dogs during hours that are convenient for them. 
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Enforcement 

• How will requirements be enforced? 

C. Do Not Like 

Do not agree with this area for off leash  

• Several similar comments 

Dogs should be leashed for their own safety 
• Allowing someone to have three dogs off leash is insane IMHO. Zero control. And having a dog off leash 

and cycling beside/behind/ahead of a dog off leash is another hazard in waiting. 

Keep to status quo 

• Everything is fine how it is! Everyone is spread out and for the most part responsible. 

• We walk our dog daily in many different areas of the municipality and the two times in the last several 

years that I have had real problems have been with leashed dogs. My wife was once assaulted by a dog 

owner with a dog on leash ( retractable) when she tried to protect our dog from an attack. The dogs 

aren't really the problem here, the owners who don't control their dogs (leashed or not) are 

Off-leash conflicts with wildlife and can lead to danger for the public 

• Off leash dogs can force wildlife such as cougars and bears to run in unpredictable directions and 

present tremendous danger to the general public walking on the trails. 

Parking and traffic is already an issue here 

• Not in favour of the two parks that back onto mainly residential (Stawamus dike and Merrill park). This 

space is for the community to use and already has parking issues on the streets. Where will dog walkers 

not from the neighbourhood park? Increased traffic in these areas that already have traffic calming and 

parking concerns. 

 

Comment Box 7: Owner Responsibility  
There were 40 comments received about owner responsibility. The following are the themes and comments. 

A. Like 

Appropriate conditions - Well thought out 

• These seem like appropriate conditions. 

• This is very well-thought out. 

• I support the pilot project with those parameters. 
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• Restricting off-leash activities based on wildlife issues is a very reasonable requirement. 

• Great ideas. I like the fact that areas can be closed or the off leash required changed due to wildlife 

concerns. The maximum of 3 dogs with one person is good. Increasing fines is great too but it's hard to 

catch the dog in the act. 

• I think this is an excellent set of rules moving forward. 

• 8 other comments reflecting the same support. 

• Agree that dogs should be well trained and have 100% recall. 

Increasing fines right way to go 

• Excellent to increase the fines for not picking up. They ruin it for the rest of us. [ many similar 

comments] 

• Like the increased fine, extend it to increased fine for off leash dogs in play grounds, etc. 

• Agree with increased fines for not picking up after pets. 

There will always be wildlife interaction concerns 

• There will always be wildlife interaction concerns, no matter where you are in Squamish. In fact, I've 

seen bears crawl into a fenced yard with a dog in it. So as long as dogs have good recall, closures for 

anything other than salmon spawning are unnecessary. 

B. Concerns 

Difficult to say dogs need to have 100% recall 
Many commented on the inability of dogs to have 100% recall. Some felt this condition was too onerous. 

Others noted the fact that dogs do not have 100% recall is a reason not to allow them off-leash. 

• You will have a very small % of dogs with 100% recall. Squamish will need to take 100% responsibility for 

everything that happens in a designated place. My dog is not a dog but can be confused for a dog. It's a 

Dingo and is not of the same genealogy at a canine. Will these restrictions still apply to my pet? How will 

have a very small % of dogs with 100% recall.  

• Dogs regularly chase after wildlife, bears coyotes, and cannot be recalled. Will off -leash area be allowed 

where bears are known to have dens? For instance, Merrill Park has a bear family. 

• I think it's difficult to say 100 percent recall with other dogs off leash they may be excited etc. I think 

there should be some areas where dogs can just play and have fun! 

• NO dog has 100% recall. Let’s be realists and acknowledge that. This sucks for those who have their dogs 

on-leash because they may be reactive - now they suddenly have to avoid popular, high use areas or can 

only use them during work hours. How are they supposed to do that? If people want their dogs off leash 

take them to less well used spaces, don't punish other people and dogs making them have to limit 

where they get to go. 

• Every dog owner 'thinks' they have a dog that responds to 100% recall, VERY FEW actually do have that 

control over their dog! It would be good if the off-leash areas were closed off. 

• 100% recall should not be an expectation. It's quite ridiculous and entirely unfair. You can expect that of 

a police or competition dog, but the average dog owner doesn't have the skill or knowledge to train 

100% of anything. It should be worded as good recall or very good recall, not 100%. 

[At least 7 other comments reflecting the same concerns]. 
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Concerns that waste will not be cleaned up 
Many comments about the matter of those certain dog owners who do not pick up after their dog. 

• Yes, increase the fine for not picking up poop. One of the issues with off-leash is that it's easier for an 

owner to turn a blind eye when their dog is pooping, not so much when they're on leash. 

• I'm a dog owner and am fed up with the amounts of feces left behind everywhere in Squamish by lazy 

dog owners. Will there be more garbage cans poop bags put in place? 

• How are poop picking up fines going to be enforced without heavy attendance of officers? 

• If a dog runs on ahead or into the bush and poops you can bet very few owners are going to go and 

clean it up. 

• How do you police not picking up poop? 

• I agree and the fine for not picking up after their dog or dangerous dogs needs to be starting at $ 

$300.00 going to $600.00 for second offense and $1000.00 for 3rd offense and banned for 1 year for 4th 

offense. 

• Imposing a fine for failing to pick up after your pet would be a good start. It is disgusting on Glacier View 

where the bags are just thrown on a property or left on a rock in the trail. 

• Many people do not pick up after their dog despite the feces being near or on the trail and many more 

will simply flick the feces off the trail which acts as an environmental pollutant. One notable example 

was during the 2007 Test of Metal several years ago in which 24 participants fell ill to campylobacter and 

were subsequently hospitalized. It is thought that this was due to dog feces on the trail during an 

unusually wet and muddy race and as many as 200 of the 800 race participants may have been affected. 

See link below for more details about this story: https://www.piquenewsmagazine.com/whistler/gi-

outbreak-still-under-investigation/Content?oid=2157528  

Need for monitoring and enforcement 

• There needs to be better enforcement and real penalties for this to work. 

• Budget must include funds to hire monitors to ensure new bylaws are enforced. Good signage a must. 

• Sounds good; enforcement would be difficult. 

• Who and or Will someone be monitoring these timed areas? 

• Is there going to be enforcement of these rules? We have leash laws now that are ignored by people 

who think rules only apply to other people. 

• Who will be policing this? 

• How is the 100% recall rule going to be reinforced? My dog has been attacked multiple times. I have 

asked people to leash their dogs as I can see their body language is conveying messages their owners are 

completely oblivious to and they have the balls to say “he’s friendly" instead of just leashing up the dog. 

I have been stalked by 3 off leash huskies while my dog is on leash and they had the nerve to tell me to 

stop walking so they could catch up to their dogs with no recall? Leash laws or not, no one cares, the 

people that do, have their dog on leash 99% of the time or automatically leash up when they see 

another person, dog, bike, horse etc. Implement fines like Vancouver. $1000 - $2000 fines. People will 

be outraged and call it a cash grab, but it will change the behaviours. 

• Waste management for dogs need to be enforced, I agree with higher fines. 

Owner responsibility – owners to step up and take more responsibility  

• Yes, owner responsibility is the crux of success. I have encountered off leash dogs that are fine and 

others that are not. This summer on the trails between golf course and Mamquam bridge I encountered 

an aggressive dog owner. While walking with my partner there was an older gentleman with an off leash 
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dog that resembled a pit bull. This dog and owner where coming in opposite direction of us. We made 

room for the dog to pass which it did. It then circled back and jumped up on my partner. The owner 

passed and laughed "it is a puppy". My partner said it should be on leash. The owner then berated us 

asking how long we have lived here and what is the problem. This encounter sure changed our quite 

walk in nature to a confrontation. If any dog should be leashed it is a puppy as they do not have recall. I 

do not think this particular owner (or many others) would adhere to the conditions. The general public 

cannot be the enforcers and there would need to be some oversight for compliance. 

• Anyway, in my mind I think Squamish dog owners need to step up and take more responsibility. Some 

people seem so entitled. I run a lot in the Coho Park area and almost every time I go out, I get jumped 

on by an off-leash dog or barked at. And the owners do nothing about it or don't care, just saying: "Oh, 

he's friendly". Give me a break! 

• I think there should be more dog etiquette (correction, people etiquette) instead of specific times when 

dogs can or cannot be off leash. Off leash is fine if your dog is friendly, healthy and has good recall. BUT 

if anyone comes across another leashed dog, they should also ALWAYS leash their dog too. The leashed 

dog may be reactive, ill, injured, in training or whatever. Basically, it comes down to etiquette and 

respecting one another. It's too bad that can't be taught to some people. It can be done. It is like this 

here in Valleycliffe 95% of the time. Dog owners are very courteous with one another. 

Need for a condition about leashing etiquette in off-leash areas 

• Any dog can have 100% recall until they don't/ something more interesting comes along, so that 

wording seems a bit strange. I understand why you have to have it in there but with the right conditions 

there would be many dogs within Squamish who don't satisfy this need. I also wonder about including 

something related to if another dog is on leash what the etiquette is there. Or a note to owners who 

walk their dogs on leash for what etiquette might be expected. Or a note to parents with small children 

about interacting with on and off leash dogs? 

• I think all dog owners should have to carry a leash with them even while in these areas. 100 % recall is a 

goal but when I see a situation I’m concerned about I leash my dogs to avoid issues. If others are 

prepared to do the same that would be great. 

• Once again, you are not considering dogs that must be on-leash being impacted by an increased number 

of off-leash dogs in the area. 

Dog tags  

• Dogs should be licensed and wearing tags. 

• Our dog has several collars and the license dog tag remains on one. Would provision of a picture suffice 

in lieu of a license tag on all collars? Our dog always has a name/phone number tag on but the district 

only provides one license tag. How will this be enforced? 

• Would you consider making a small size dog tag? The one provided is far too large for my 12 lb dog, so 

the tag sits at home in a drawer. 

Increase signage around the district for all dog owners 

• Let's increase signage around the district for all dog owners. A code of conduct or responsibility, 

regardless of whether the dog is on or off leash.  
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Need education campaigns at start of this initiative 

• Also, an intensive education campaign, especially at the beginning, with people physically stationed on 

the trails talking to people. (Signs are not enough).  

Mountain Bike Plan exists allowing off-leash dogs 

• Notes that dogs are allowed off-leash on mountain bike trails. 

On leash in high conflict areas 

• Maybe also designate some On-leash areas where conflicts are mounting; i.e., the Mamquam river 

beach under the CN railway bridge. Many dogs there this summer off-leash, pooping on the beach, 

running up and jumping on people and kids. It's a nice place to hang out and swim in the summer, but 

not nice when dogs are running around barking like crazy.  

Age of off-leash dog walker 

• I would stipulate the age of the person permitted to have an off leash dog. Perhaps the same age as 

babysitting. 

Consider Yellow Dog Project 

• Please please please look into the signage that Gibson's has in place for the yellow dog project. Dogs 

wearing a yellow scarf will be on leash and other dogs are not to approach them for any variety of 

reasons. Injury, fear, training. Etc. We absolutely need this. 

C. Do not like 

Three dogs is too many for one handler 

• 3 dogs off leash with one person seems like a lot? 

• A maximum of three dogs....that's too many dogs for one handler. There should be maybe 2 maximum & 

no children with the dog handlers. No stroller, no bike either... 

• Why would you allow three dogs per person? Three dogs are a pack, displaying pack behaviour. Why 

would you ruin the community by making so many areas off-leash and making it unsafe for those of us 

who leash our dogs? 

• Three off-leash dogs is an unreasonable number for a single person to manage. Dogs running off trail 

negativity affect environmentally sensitive habitats. Signage encouraging people and pets to stay on trail 

is necessary. Finally, increasing fines will do lit (Read More)  

• I would question how a person with 3 off-leash dogs could possibly keep track of where they are and 

where they've pooped. 

Keep to status quo 

• Everything is fine how it is! Everyone is spread out and for the most part responsible. 
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Comment Box 8: Changes to the Animal Control Bylaw  
There were 18 comments received about this area. The following are the themes and comments. 

A. Like 

Great, well thought out, need more opportunities 

• These are great and well-thought out. I hope you have the people power to enforce these new 

regulations! 

• This seems reasonable. I’m surprised the stipulations aren't there already 

• We need more opportunities to let our dogs be dogs! 

• 5 other comments with similar views (yes, cool, excellent, sounds good, etc.) 

Good to address dogs left in hot cars 

• Great addition re dogs in hot cars. 

• Vs: People are getting a little bit carried away with dogs left in cars, most people love their dogs as a 

family member and are aware of the dangers of leaving them in hot cars and take action to mitigate 

exposure. 

Add fines for not picking up dog waste 

• I agree with these 5 points and would add fines for not picking up their dogs waste and disposing of that 

waste in proper containers not on the sides of roads or green ways. 

B. Concerns 

Use independent trained professional assessor for deeming dogs or assessing relief 

• I don't think our animal control officers have the knowledge to deem a dog aggressive after a 'minor' 

incident. I think the owner should have to pay for and have an independent with Squamish's animal 

behaviour expert, Lauren Fraser. 

• I feel the language for taking dog off aggressive label needs to include mention of a behavior analysis by 

a professional. 

• A certified behavioral training certificate must be mandatory if an aggressive or vicious description is to 

be removed. There are quite a few scary-looking guard dogs that get walked around our neighbourhood. 

Bears don't get bad behaviour removed from their description. Once an animal has behaved 

dangerously it cannot be trusted. 

• A veterinary behaviourist or animal behaviourist should be involved when naming a dog dangerous. An 

animal control staff member does not have the education to make this call. 

• Number 2 concerns me a little bit if the interaction of humans is not taken into consideration with the 

ways that dogs are deemed into each category. For example, many humans feel the need to pet a dog 

whether the dog wants it or not. For some dogs who have experienced trauma they do not want this to 

happen, if the human doesn't respond to the graduated signals of the dog, then the dog could react in a 

way that is deemed as aggressive. The problem in this instance is the human not giving the dog space/ 
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reading their signals. Could you imagine if people kept hugging you when you told them not to, it would 

get annoying after a while. 

Enforcing incidents may be difficult 

• It will be difficult to find these people/dogs if they don't stay on the scene after an incident 

• Yes, but will you have bylaw officers out enforcing this? 

• How are you going to police this! Hiring more animal control officers. If not monitored then problems 

will arise. 

• Aggressive dogs need to be better monitored and dealt with. There are dogs that are known to be 

problematic, yet the district seems to have its hands tied when it comes to dealing with them since its 

one person's word against the other. This is what causes fear in people when sharing the trails. 

• Does Squamish have enough by-law officers to enforce any of this? 

Use examples or clear definitions 

• I'd want to see more clarification on what counts as a minor incident leading to an "aggressive" rating 

though. Most dogs called "aggressive" are usually reacting to a specific moment and don't show a 

pattern of issues. How will out of town dogs be handled re these designations? 

• I think we'd want to see some clear definitions of an incident. Or examples. Not all incidents are bites, 

what is considered a "serious bite" etc... 

Consider training officers 

• If the Animal Control Officers have that much power, they will need to go through an intensive training 

program, mental screening, and be under an independent watch group to ensure that there is a high 

level of fairness in the enforcement. You will find that with too many rules and designated areas there 

will be a large increase in the amount of work. Liability costs and law suits. Squamish will not have the 

resources to do this. I applaud the effort to protect animals and the public, but this is the wrong way to 

do it. I have spent a lot of time training my pet and I will let if off where I deem it is good for them, not in 

areas or times designated. More effort needs to be put into the owners and have a personality and 

mental screening program for that. Dog are dogs and are a reflection of the owners. This effort is 

treating the symptoms and not addressing the issues. 

Need clear decision making / dispute process  

• 1 Call it what it is ... Control. From what I've read so far, you are just making it more complicated for 

responsible dog owners. 2. Arbitrary and far reaching powers.... unnecessary without a fair process to 

dispute such decisions from Animal Responsibility Officers!  Number 3. Again, arbitrary (who decides on 

relief?) and who judges success of training of owner or dog? 

Hand out fines for off-leash dogs in sensitive areas 

• I think there should be a bylaw officer (or someone) out there fining dog owners who have their dogs off 

leash in sensitive areas. The estuary being one such area. Ducks should be allowed to nest without dogs 

having fun chasing them and owners who let their dogs do that will not be stopped with a warning. 

There needs to be a significant fine to discourage this. Those fines could help pay for the position so 

maybe another person could be hired for this purpose. 
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Expand time before application for relief 

• All good except for item 3. One year is not enough - dangerous dogs can go a long time without an 

incident without the behaviour actually being corrected. 

Can already deal with dogs left in hot cars 

• Just give them a hammer if they don't have the tools. More arbitrary decision making on behalf of the 

Animal Responsibility Officers. If a situation is serious, action must be taken.... more paper isn't a cure. 

Animal welfare already covered by SPCA  

• Already covered by SPCA. 

Consider supporting dog behaviour training 

• Can the city offer low cost puppy training twice a month for residents? Training of the humans makes 

health community dogs, and the courses/schools can be prohibitively expensive for many people, or 

even just undesirable if they don't value it. $5-10 puppy socialization group classes for drop in were 

extremely helpful for me, and would introduce new dog owners to expected etiquette, dog body 

language and positive reinforcement techniques. 

C. Do Not Like 

Do not agree with off-leash areas 

• Sure, let’s charge the taxpayers a bunch of money to change the title of what people do. Does not sound 

like a good idea to me. 

• Just because people ask for something doesn't mean the district has to provide it. 

• Seems like you are creating more paper work and red tape than solving the situation.’  

• Keeping dogs on leash will minimize dog attacks and keep everyone and their pets safe. 

Do not allow relief from dangerous or vicious 

• I think once a dog is deemed dangerous or vicious there should be no relief from that category. There 

should be a muzzle and leash law that should be in place for the life of the dog. To do anything else is 

irresponsible and is putting other dogs and people in danger. 

Want to know what is District vs non District land 

•  Also - what is officially considered district vs non-district land? I'm not against off leash areas but want 

to know what areas are outside of the District of Squamish jurisdiction. 

Comment Box 9: Volunteering 
There were 38 comments received about volunteering. The following are the themes and comments. 



APPENDIX 2 

APPENDIX 2 –ONLINE COMMENTS DETAILED FEEDBACK 44 

A. Likes 

Good idea to start a community volunteer program 

• I like the idea of community involvement to help be part of a positive solution. 

• Can't volunteer but sounds like a good plan. 

• yea! This is a fanatic idea. I think having people around to engage would be great. maybe having leashes 

to offer people who don't have one with them (to keep in the car) or even to get feedback from people 

in these areas periodically. 

• Volunteer trail hosts are a good idea. I always thought the estuary needed a program like that. It's 

anarchy down there but that's a little off topic. 

• I think this a great idea and possibly for homeless persons in the community where they can receive not 

only recognition which gives pride and integrity but also a monetary allowance for their efforts. 

• I think that the current proposal for off-leash areas from the District looks great and provides a lot of 

options for dog owners. 

• Thanks for taking a positive approach to off leash areas....from all the good dogs that enjoy running play 

and exploring Squamish! 

• Good idea. Maybe have some of the volunteers be dog owners to reduce the conflict and make the 

message easier to deliver. Offer pet snacks or free dog toys etc.  

• Great idea. Unfortunately, my health will not allow it or I would be happy to do so. 

Would help to wear a DOS volunteer T-shirt 

• I think it's a great idea! I have been "volunteering" for a few years now, letting people know when 

they're in an off-leash area. They don't like it much. Probably would get a better reception if volunteers 

are wearing a DOS t-shirt. Thank you for this initiative! 

• Thank	you to all those who volunteer! 

No time but can help carry pamphlets 

• This is a great idea but I don't have time to volunteer. I would be walking my dog in some of those areas 

though, so if there are pamphlets, I could carry some with me 

B. Concerns 

Still require Bylaw Officers and enforcement 

• I would definitely assist with a trail ambassador program which would be even more effective with some 

disciplinary force. 

• Good idea if volunteers are tough on offenders. You need professional bylaw officers. 

• I like the idea of volunteers but would be concerned that they would not be safe when dealing with 

certain dog owners. I feel a By Law Officer is the better way to go. 

• This is an interesting idea that I like. I am unsure how comfortable I would feel doing it myself but would 

welcome this. 

• Possibly a good idea but the volunteers could easily end up in arguments with the dog owners that 

generally think they have full control over their dog! 
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• Good plan with the times in certain areas but policing this - even with volunteers might prove to be 

challenging. 

Ensure adequate signage of rules 

• Honestly, I can appreciate the sentiment here, but feel the community at large has been so viciously and 

predominantly anti-dog I get my back up quite quickly when people want to talk about my dog and 

rules. I feel alienated and uncomfortable here with my dog, and it makes me feel a bit hated as a citizen 

with all the online bullying of dog owners. I think signs are the way to go for now. I will avoid anyone 

who looks like they're from the city and who doesn't also have a dog with them 

• Volunteers seems a bit much. There should be etiquette signage, with bylaws stated. 

C. Do Not Like 

Dangerous confrontational situation for volunteers, will not work the way intended 

• I think volunteers will be put into a dangerous and confrontational situation. I would not recommend a 

volunteer. I have not seen this working in other communities. This program will not support that efforts, 

I think it will create a more confrontational situation. People will complain more, be more 

confrontational thinking they are right about their interpretation of the bylaws.  

• Unless a person is given authority to write up a fine that will hold up in court if not paid people will have 

little respect for these volunteers. Go ahead, give it a try. You'll see. These poor people will be ill-

equipped. Hopefully they at least talented enough to avoid a confrontation with an individual who feels 

strongly that they should be able to do whatever the hell they want to. You are essentially creating a 

stress-filled unpaid JOB. 

• Getting volunteers to police areas where dogs are allowed to run out of control and wildlife are 

threatened is a great big ask. Shame on the District for asking people to put themselves in vulnerable 

positions. As mentioned in an earlier statement - even the RCMP will not attend some of these areas. 

• This will not work. My husband and I have talked to many people about unleashed dogs in sensitive 

wildlife areas and all we get (well, not completely, but the majority) is abuse. You need to be able to find 

people to change behavior, saying "please don't do this" means nothing to owners who [start swearing]. 

• I think this would be setting volunteers up for some very negative interactions with the public and may 

even put them at risk. There will be members of the public that are very unhappy with the changes, 

especially initially, and volunteers are going to end up getting the brunt of it. In addition, it's my 

experience that volunteers tend to be quite passionate and end up generating more conflict than they 

diffuse. I think a volunteer program will be short lived. 

• This is going to go over so badly. I foresee volunteers getting yelled at. 

• Just what we need.... vigilantes! 

• No, this sounds like an awful job. You’re asking volunteers to try to enforce rules that have NEVER BEEN 

ENFORCED in the past. Not going to work. 

• I think this is a weird idea and can't imagine it working - seems like it will just cause conflict among 

community members. It's like having volunteer tattle tales or something. 

Do not agree with the off-leash proposal; keep to status quo 

• The less rules and designated areas the better. If a person has a friendly dog, it is off leash. If it is not a 

friendly dog it needs to be on leash and muzzled. If it’s a reactive dog, leashed and muzzled, and so on. 
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This would be a better way instead of trying to create boundaries and bylaws for dogs, when it’s the 

owners training that is the issue. I think Squamish has missed the cause and is treating the symptoms 

here. If perhaps you made a notice to all people moving to the area that there are dogs and train them 

how to handle off leash dogs then you would not have to do any of this and you would not need to take 

on the responsibility of creating an off leash area program. Everywhere needs to be off leash as to the 

judgement of the owner and designate downtown as an on leash area. This would be manageable and 

enforceable. 

Build awareness for non-dog owners and dog owners 

• I think people who do not have dogs need to understand what dogs need to stay healthy and well 

socialized, conditions which lead to better behaviour. No living creature is going to be content if their 

life is spent with a rope around their necks. Like all humans there needs to be unconstrained movement. 

Dogs need to run. Especially young dogs. This doesn't happen on a leash. A tired dog is likely to be more 

well behaved because it is getting what it needs. A dangerous dog is something different and I 

understand the concern here. Dangerous dogs however are often created because they are not 

receiving what is necessary for their health whether it be the right training, socialization and exercise. 

Incorporate the Yellow dog project  

• The Yellow Dog Project should be incorporated into the community as a way of ensuring on and off 

leash dogs can coexist in the same spaces. http://www.theyellowdogproject.com/About.html 

Other Comments 
The following are other comments that were not in the scope of the project but which are relevant and also 

noted for the record. 

Keep dogs in controlled / contained fenced-in areas 

• Off-leash dogs should be permitted in controlled areas such as a fenced-in field and park.  

• Will this area be fenced in? [a question that arose around 6 or more times] 

• Proposed a fenced area for 24/7. 

• Am unsure of an off leash policy in an area that is not contained. 

• Why not designate a fenced in area as a trial before unleashing this disaster?  

• Do not agree with this; pay for fencing and create dog parks.  

Fencing for dogs that cannot be off leash 

• What about fenced in areas, for dogs who can't be off leash? 

• However, I would really like to see a fenced off-leash dog area in a central location in Squamish (dog-

park). I have a reactive dog and we are working towards 100% recall, but he is not ready to be off-leash 

in a public area. A fenced in off-leash dog area is needed for me to work on recall in a safe environment 

and to socialize him to other dogs in a place where he will not cause harm. The current designated 

fenced in off-leash dog area behind Save on Foods is too small and not a pleasant place to be with your 

dog so it not used by the community. 
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Need large fenced dog area due to safety concerns  

• Want fenced area 5-10 acres to create safe place to walk dog; have fear of getting shot from Rod and 

Gun club or dog running into traffic.  

Consider Brennan Park as a test during winter months 

• As previously mentioned, use a fenced in area. Why not fence in an area of Brennan Park for the winter 

months & see how that works? 

Need a no-dog bylaw at markets, fairs 

• Also consider making the market as no dogs allowed. The Brackendale fair doesn't allow dogs & the 

same people go there & still have big crowds. I have owned dogs for years & take them off leash in an 

area that isn't populated with lots of people. 

Signage and bylaw to address human waste 

• My dog keeps finding human feces in these areas. Need signage and a bylaw to address humans 

defecating in these areas.  

Advisory that fenced dog park entry ways should be kept shut 

• The glacier view dog park (ALL fenced dog parks) should have a sign on it that gates MUST be shut at all 

times; my mother in law sustained a massive life altering brain injury after a dog ran out of the park and 

under her bike 

Cats roam free 

• This has been a discussion of dogs. Why then are cats allowed to roam free while dogs aren't. In my 

previous municipality cats were required to remain indoors or on your own property. Helped reduce the 

number of feral cats. Also, small animals create an attractant for wildlife. Not to mention how 

unsanitary it is to have cat’s poo in gardens and children's sandboxes. Perhaps this could be a part of the 

animal responsibility bylaw. 

Disappointed with general comments form 

• This is the first page with questions. Not really a well-constructed "survey". Each of the questions on this 

page deserve a separate feedback field. There should be some multiple choice. This is a wasted 

opportunity to get meaningful feedback from Squamish population. How do you measure the results of 

"comments"? FAIL 
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Appendix 3: Posters 

The following are the posters that were set out at the Open House and online for feedback 



Station 1
Introduction & Process

We are piloting 
Dog O!-Leash Areas 

in the District of Squamish
This open house follows an online survey that 
was distributed in April/May 2019 to gather 
community input from both dog owners 
and non-dog owners on how to maximize 
harmony in relation to o!-leash dog areas.

912
SURVEYS
COMPLETED

There was support for o!-leash areas.

Feedback from the survey was compiled to inform ideas for 
piloting locations, conditions and enforcement. 

Please take the time to review the posters and add your 
comments! Your comments will inform the o!-leash pilot 
program and changes to the Animal Control Bylaw.

Thank you!



Station 2
Locations with conditions

The District is piloting the 
following locations for shared 

dog o!-leash areas 
under certain conditions. 

These would be shared areas 
where others are using these 
locations for an array of 
recreational purposes. 

Owner responsibility is 
imperative to ensure the success 
of these dog o!-leash areas. 

This overview map shows the 
suggested shared dog o!-leash 
areas (in bright green) across 
the community of Squamish. 
The next several posters show 
more details about where the 
dog o!-leash areas could be 
located.

Write your comments on the post-its provided 
and stick them in the box below:
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Locations with conditions

Squamish River Dike 
behind Dog Pound

PROPOSED
LOCATION

Write your comments on the post-its provided 
and stick them in the box below:

This is an area that 
would allow dogs 
o! leash 7 days per 
week at any time of 
the day.
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Locations with conditions
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This would be a dog 
o!-leash area from 
dawn to 9 a.m. 
and from  
4 p.m. – 9 p.m.

Stawamus River Dike 
Valleycli!e

PROPOSED
LOCATION

Write your comments on the post-its provided 
and stick them in the box below:



Station 2
Locations with conditions
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This location would 
be subject to 
seasonal spawning 
closures for bear 
feeding and salmon 
spawning seasons. 

Trails between the 
Squamish Valley 
Golf Club and the 
Mamquam River 

PROPOSED
LOCATION

Write your comments on the post-its provided 
and stick them in the box below:

This would be a dog 
o!-leash area from 
dawn to 9 a.m. 
and from  
4 p.m. – 9 p.m.
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This would be a dog 
o!-leash area from 
dawn to 9 a.m. 
and from  
4 p.m. – 9 p.m.

Judd Beach, 
Brackendale 

PROPOSED
LOCATION

Write your comments on the post-its provided 
and stick them in the box below:

Station 2
Locations with conditions
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This would be a dog 
o!-leash area from 
dawn to 9 a.m. 
and from  
4 p.m. – 9 p.m.

Merrill Park, 
Garibaldi Highlands 

PROPOSED
LOCATION

Write your comments on the post-its provided 
and stick them in the box below:

Station 2
Locations with conditions



Station 3
Owner Responsibilies & Conditions

This pilot project will be successful if 
owners are responsible for their dogs in 

the proposed dog o!-leash areas. 

Here are some of the main conditions being considered: 

• Dogs must be licensed and display a dog tag.
• Dogs must have 100% recall. 
• Deemed dangerous dogs must follow their set conditions 

requiring leash and muzzle when using these areas.
• Areas can be closed or the o!-leash requirement 

changed due to wildlife concerns either seasonally or 
when issues arise. 

• A maximum of three dogs will be permitted o! leash 
with one person.

• Increasing the "ne for not picking up after your pet.

Write your comments on the post-its provided 
and stick them in the box below:



Station 4
Bylaw Changes & Enforcement

The District is considering making 
changes to the Animal Control Bylaw

Write your comments on the post-its provided 
and stick them in the box below:

The proposed changes below would support the success of the pilot program 
as well as help to encourage responsible dog ownership in our community. The 
potential changes include:

A change to the title of the bylaw to: Animal Responsibility Bylaw. This 
re"ects the District’s goal to positively in"uence the culture of dog 
ownership in the community. 1

The ability for Animal Control O#cers 
to deem dogs:
Aggressive - after a minor incident or 
pattern of concerning behavior. 
Vicious - after a more serious incident. 
Dangerous - after a serious bite has 
occurred.

2 Addition of a violation 
related to leaving 
dogs in hot cars.  This 
provides Bylaw O#cers 
a tool to discourage this 
kind of behavior.

4

Addition of other animal 
welfare stipulations as 
recommended by the 
BC SPCA (e.g., access 
to appropriate shelter, 
food, clean water, and 
veterinary care).

5An Owner may apply to the District 
for relief from a deemed category 
(i.e., aggressive or vicious) as long as 
there are no incidents during a one-
year time period, and upon successful 
completion of behavioural training.

3



Station 5
Hosts & Ambassadors

Do you have time or interest 
to volunteer?

Write your comments on the post-its provided 
and stick them in the box below:

The District is considering having volunteer trail hosts during 
certain days and times to help educate the public about the 
o!-leash areas and the conditions in a positive manner. 

• What are your thoughts about how such a 
volunteer program could work? 

• How could such a program support our e!orts 
to seek harmony among dog owners, non-dog 
owners, all users of the suggested pilot areas and 
the dogs? 

• Have you seen this working in other communities? 

• Are you interested in volunteering?  
If so, email: animalcontrol@squamish.ca



 
 

 

Dog Off-Leash Areas and 
Bylaw Update Project 

 
External Engagement  
Feedback Summary 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

June 2020



 

 i 

Table of Contents 
 

 
1 INTRODUCTION .............................................................................................................................................. 1 
2 LOCATIONS SUMMARY SUGGESTED PILOT CHANGES ...................................................................................... 1 
3 CLOSURES FOR SENSITIVE HABITAT ................................................................................................................. 2 
4 OWNER RESPONSIBILITY AND CONDITIONS .................................................................................................... 2 
5 CHANGES TO THE ANIMAL CONTROL BYLAW .................................................................................................. 4 
6 VOLUNTEERING .............................................................................................................................................. 4 
 



 

 1 

1 Introduction 

The following are the main recommendations for updates to the proposed off-leash areas and Animal Control 
Bylaw based on the engagement process held in 2019.  
 
The engagement process began in 2019 with a public on-line survey in April to May 2019 to gather community 
input in relation to dog off-leash areas and owner responsibility conditions. Of the 1076 submissions, 912 
surveys were fully completed representing a completion rate of 85%. Overall, we received positive comments 
for the need for off-leash dog areas. Based on the survey feedback, in September to October 2019, the District 
held an open house with 50 members of the public attending to review suggested locations and times, owner 
responsibly conditions and other animal welfare updates to the bylaw. Further online comments were sought by 
those that could not attend the open house, with 204 online comments received. Comments were generally in 
favour of dog-off leash areas with conditions. 

2 Locations Summary Suggested Pilot Changes  

The following sets out the suggested changes to the pilot dog off-leash areas times. 
 

Location  Original Times 
Proposed 

Suggested Change Rationale 

Squamish River Dike, 
behind Dog Pound 

Off-leash 7 days per 
week at any time of 
the day. 

Off leash one hour after 
morning / dawn until 
one hour before dusk 
(daylight hours). 

To avoid or reduce wildlife 
encounters, the time 
restrictions at this site for 
piloting are suggested as 
daylight hours. 
 

Stawamus River Dike, 
Valleycliffe 

Off-leash from dawn 
to 9:00 am and from 
4:00 pm to 9:00 pm. 

Off leash from 8:00 am 
to 12:00 pm  

To reduce encounters with 
wildlife and higher use 
times.  
To pilot morning hours. 
 

Judd Beach, Brackendale 	

Trails between the 
Squamish Valley Golf Club 
and the Mamquam River, 
Garibaldi Estates  

This location would 
be subject to 
spawning closures 
for bear feeding and 
salmon spawning 
seasons. 
 
Off-leash from dawn 
to 9:00 am and from 
4:00 pm to 9:00 pm. 

Off leash from 2:00 pm 
to 6:00 pm 

To reduce encounters with 
wildlife and higher use 
times.  
To pilot afternoon hours. 

Merrill Park, Garibaldi 
Highlands 	

 
Off-leash from dawn 
to 9:00 am and from 
4:00 pm to 9:00 pm. 
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3 Closures for Sensitive Habitat 

Based on feedback from wildlife experts we determined that the proposed pilot sites including riverfronts and 
spawning channels are sensitive habitat throughout the year for salmon and wildlife. The basis for the creation 
of side channels is to help with fish life cycles. Salmon life cycles are complex where, for example, Pink Salmon 
run every two years in summer months, and some years are not as strong as others. Chum and Coho run from 
November to January, and Chinook during Springtime months. Steelhead run in the Judd Beach/Slough streams. 
Spawning channels are important habitat for emerging salmon fry which live in these specially built channel 
habitats for one year before being strong enough to venture forth. Thus, dogs running freely through streams 
during these periods can destroy the habitat, the eggs, and lead to high fry mortality.  
 
Recommendations from wildlife experts suggest that “Dogs On-Leash” signage should be placed at these sites to 
prevent trampling in the streams during these sensitive periods – particularly from November to early February.  
 
This would mean that the areas can be off-leash when the signs are not in place, but when the signs are up, no 
dogs are allowed to run through the sensitive areas, not even on-leash dogs. This will help avoid damage to the 
sensitive habitat / environments.  
 

4 Owner Responsibility and Conditions 

Owner responsibility was an important topic through the engagement process. Key changes suggested include 
the following. 

A. Dog Waste 
Dog waste and owners not picking up after their dogs were by far the largest issues in all the feedback. The 
District will add a new clause to enable a fine or increase in a fine when catching someone not picking up after 
their dog.  
 
Signage 
Signage will be placed at each off-leash dog area to notify people about the area and that they can be fined if 
caught not picking up after their dog. Interesting information could be provided about dog waste regarding 
health and impacts to the environment using a “Did you know” format.  
 
Dog waste bags 
Dog waste bags are not compostable in the regular waste stream and therefore the District could seek to have 
this language removed from the dog waste bags. This aligns with the new District bylaw banning the use of 
single use plastics and misleading statements that bags are compostable in the regular District waste stream. 
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B. Recall  
Feedback showed most dogs do not have 100% recall ability and it is not easily enforceable as a result. Instead 
the following are proposed bylaw changes: 
  
Failing to Provide a License 
Where there is an altercation between dogs in an off-leash area, and an officer is in attendance, if the dog 
owners fail to provide licensing information upon request, lack of a license could become a finable offence. 
 
The bylaw, signage and information on a web page will state what information they will need to provide under 
such circumstances – such as name of owner, phone number, dog name, dog type, breed, license number. 
 
Failure to show Care and Control of dog 
Where there is an incident in an off-leash area and it is determined that a dog owner was not able to show “care 
and control” of their dog, this is suggested to become a finable offence. Care and control could be defined as not 
being able to see the dog (losing site of the dog) or having no ability to recall their dog. 

C. Licensing 
Currently if a dog is unaltered, owners pay more as compared to a dog that is neutered or spayed. To help 
increase the numbers of dogs being licensed in Squamish, the addition of a new Puppy Licensing program is 
proposed. A puppy would be allowed free licensing up to a certain age. This addresses the unintended 
disincentive to not license a dog that is unaltered since surgical alterations typically occur when a dog is of a 
certain older age.  
 
In the future, the District will work to enable on-line licensing and there may be discussions with vet clinics to 
assist with licensing.  

D. Campaigns 
A new campaign could be implemented to alert the community and visiting tourists about the new Animal 
Control Bylaw changes.  
 
Signage would include a new Animal Responsibility Code outlining expectations and responsibilities at Off-leash 
areas, and throughout the community.  

E. On site Visits 
Animal Control Officers and volunteers will be at the pilot sites through weekends and week days to speak with 
dog owners and anyone using dog off leash areas, to learn from all users to the area, to ensure understanding of 
the Animal Responsibility Code, and signage information. 

F. Managing Waste 
Garbage Bins will be placed in key places at the pilot areas. The District will assess whether specific bear-proof 
dog waste bins could be used in the future to separate dog waste from the residential waste stream. A pilot of 
10 dog waste bins could be undertaken with a contract to pick up and take to industrial processing. This 
initiative could align with District Zero Waste goals and budget. 
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5 Changes to the Animal Control Bylaw 

A. Dog Deeming 
There was agreement from most of the external feedback about refining the Bylaw to deem dogs aggressive, 
vicious, or dangerous. It is written into the Community Charter that a municipality is responsible for 
investigating and managing dog incidents, and to make determinations about dog behaviour. All Animal Control 
Officers are trained in this regard. Currently, if there is a bite incident, the dog can be deemed Dangerous and 
the deeming remains for the life of the dog. This mechanism is a threatening approach and not effective. In 
addition, this is a very serious determination that stays for the life of the dog  
 
New changes could be to add two new deeming categories to lead up to a Dangerous Deeming:  Aggressive and 
Vicious. “Aggressive” deeming is for minor incidents or pattern of concerning behaviour. “Vicious” deeming is 
for more serious incidents. For example, the bylaw could state: 

- An Aggressive Dog would means a dog that has without justifiable provocation displayed aggressive 
behaviour including aggressively pursuing or harassing a person or Animal; or has without justifiable 
provocation caused a minor injury to a person or animal.  

- A Vicious Dog would mean a dog that has, without justifiable provocation, on more than one occasion, 
caused a minor injury to a person or animal; the Animal Control Officer has reasonable grounds to 
believe that, based on repeated aggressive behaviour, is likely to cause a minor injury on more than one 
occasion to a person or animal or is likely to cause a serious injury to a person or animal; or has 
previously been deemed an Aggressive Dog. 

- Minor injury would be defined as a physical injury to a person or animal that consists of pinches, minor 
localized bruising, scratches, shallow punctures or lacerations in one direction only. 

- Serious injury would be defined as a physical injury to a person or animal that consists of deep 
punctures, lacerations in more than one direction, broken bones or an injury requiring stitches or 
cosmetic surgery. 

 
These new categories would provide a new tool to allow for the possibility to correct a dog’s behaviour, and an 
owners’ responsibility in regard to a dog’s behaviour. These two deemed categories can be reconsidered after a 
year of achieving certain factual conditions: a dog behaviour course is taken and successfully completed; and no 
incidents have occurred. 

B. Enforcement 
There would be an intentional effort for more presence of Animal Control Officers doing spot checks at the pilot 
locations and throughout the community. For example, there will be more presence during the launch of the 
initiative and week-long blitzes through periods of the year.  

6 Volunteering 

There was interest by many respondents to volunteer or to see the activation of a volunteer program. Next 
steps would include a call out for volunteers. Community Patrol Officers would work on training with the 
volunteers and be out on site with them periodically. Volunteers would assist Officer at the pilot sites witnessing 
and encouraging good behaviour. Give-aways to reward good behaviour could be included as part of the 
program. All volunteers would be professionally trained to address an array of issues with dog behaviour and 
related incidents.  




