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1.0  INTRODUCTION 
 

As resource development and human populations increase in British Columbia, 
pressures for all resources and services have accelerated.  Rapid growth has often 
overwhelmed the ability of local planners to manage land and preserve sensitive 
habitats (Mason and Knight, 2001).  This has resulted in the loss or degradation of 
aquatic and riparian habitats that are critical for fish and a diverse wildlife assemblage.  
More specifically, rapid population growth and development around our large interior 
lakes and rivers is one of many factors that is impacting our fish and wildlife resources.  
This tremendous growth rate has resulted in commercial and residential developments 
around these large lakes and rivers.  This rapid increase in population and development 
presents a significant challenge to plan and/or manage future growth around interior 
watercourses.  Accordingly, there is an urgent need to develop stronger tools and better 
methods to conserve, protect and reclaim these habitats.   
 
SHIM is a recognized standard for fish and aquatic habitat mapping in urban and rural 
watersheds in British Columbia.  These protocols attempt to ensure the collection and 
mapping of reliable, high quality, current, and spatially accurate information about 
local freshwater habitats, watercourses, and associated riparian communities. 
 
These protocols are designed as land-planning, computer-generated, interactive GIS 
tools that identify sensitive aquatic and terrestrial habitats.  They are intended to 
provide community, stewardship groups, individuals, regional districts and 
municipalities with an effective, low-cost delivery system for information on these local 
habitats and associated current land uses.  
 
SHIM has numerous applications and can: 
 
¶ Provide current information not previously available to urban planners, to allow 

more informed planning decisions and provide inventory information for 
integration into Official Community Plans.  In addition, this information can be used 
to educate the public as to the natural resource values of these systems and the 
impacts our activities have on them; 

 
¶ Assist in the design of stormwater/runoff management plans; 
 
¶ Monitor for changes in habitat resulting from known disturbance; 
 
¶ Identify and map potential point sources of pollution; 
 
¶ Help guide management decisions and priorities with respect to habitat restoration 

and enhancement projects;  
 
¶ Assist in determining setbacks and fish/wildlife-sensitive zones; 
 
¶ Identify sensitive habitats for fish and wildlife along watercourses;  
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¶ Provide a means of highlighting areas that may have problems with channel 

stability or water quality that require more detailed study; 
 

¶ Provide a baseline inventory of existing shoreline developments/modifications 
such as docks, retaining walls, groynes, stream mouths, and land use activities; 

 
¶ Provide baseline mapping data for future monitoring activities and development of 

a shoreline management plan; and 
 
¶ Map and identify the extent of riparian vegetation available and used by wildlife and 

fish. 
 

1.1 Project Background 
 
The overall goal of the Environmentally Sensitive Areas Watercourse and Wetland 
Inventory project is to improve the ecological baseline knowledge of the District of 
Squamish (The District), using established provincial methodologies and standards. 
The District has identified Sensitive Habitat Inventory and Mapping (SHIM) of 
watercourses and field confirmation of the Streamside Protection and Enhancement 
Area (SPEA) buffers as a strategic priority for the 2017-2018 timeframe.   

The 2015 gap analysis completed by Ecoscape Environmental Consultants Ltd 
(Ecoscape) determined that an improvement was needed for the existing Terrestrial 
Ecosystem Mapping (TEM) to make it more robust and accurate, and include detailed 
mapping and inventory of watercourses, wetlands, and the marine foreshore.  

The majority of the wetlands that are present in the District were mapped following the 
provincial TEM methodology in Phase 2, conducted in 2015. In 2016 The District 
retained Ecoscape and EcoLogic Consultants to complete Phase 3 of the project, which 
involved additional wetland inventory and mapping, as well as modelling of 
watercourses and riparian setbacks. Phase 3 included additional wetland mapping and 
the development of a high resolution LiDAR Digital Elevation Model (DEM). Flow 
models were then used to refine watercourse centerlines, top of banks, and wetland 
boundaries.  Fish distributions and extents were reviewed and updated and a 30-m 
ÒÉÐÁÒÉÁÎ ÁÒÅÁÓ ÁÓÓÅÓÓÍÅÎÔ ÁÒÅÁ ×ÁÓ ÍÏÄÅÌÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ $ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔȭÓ ×ÁÔÅÒÃÏÕÒÓes.  
 
In August 2017 Ecoscape was contracted by The District to complete Phase 4 of the 
Environmentally Sensitive Areas Watercourse and Wetland Inventory project 
summarized in the proceeding report. 
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2.0  PROJECT OBJECTIVES 
 

The objectives of Phase 4 of the Environmentally Sensitive Areas Watercourse and 
Wetland Inventory project were to: 

¶ Complete SHIM for 31 km of priority watercourses outlined in Appendix B of the 
District Request for Proposals No. 2017-017 (not 28.5 km as identified in the 
RFP). Mapped attributes will include the following at minimum: watercourse 
centerline, general channel character and dimensions and watercourse 
characteristics such as: flow (permanent or seasonal), connectivity, and fish 
presence, barriers to fish passage, streamside vegetation and bank erosion.  

¶ The delineation of all SPEAs in accordance with the Riparian Areas Regulations 
(RAR) detailed assessment methodology for each segment identified in the 
SHIM field assessment.  

¶ Confirm and update fish species distributions and extents in each watercourse 
and confirm fish presence/absence and potential barriers to passage using 
SHIM methodology. 

¶ Wetland Site Visit Inspections have occurred for wetlands within the District in 
previous phases. The Site Visit inspections are the mid-level plot type using 
provincial methodology (Field Manual for Describing Terrestrial Ecosystems, 
2nd edition) that uses a combination of site information, soils, hydrology and 
vegetation to accurately classify an ecosystem type to the site series level (based 
on Wetlands of BC). Wetland boundaries and classifications are to be confirmed 
for ecosystems that occur in association with priority watercourses when 
encountered during the SHIM priority watercourse mapping.  

¶ Compile, organize, and provide all of the GIS information collected during the 
field inventories into one dataset for use by the District ɀ updating previous 
databases. 

 
The following technical report outlines the project approach and presents the results 
of both the inventory and the setback assessment.   

 

2.1 Study Area 
 

The District  is located in the Sea-to-Sky corridor midway between Vancouver and 
Whistler. It is situated at the north end of Howe Sound and the mouth of the Squamish 
River and at the confluence of four other rivers ɀ the Mamquam, Cheakamus, Stawamus, 
and Cheekye River. The total land area of the District is 11,730 hectares with a relief 
ranging from 0 - 900m above sea level (Hawes and Durand, 2016). 
 

  

http://www.ecoscapeltd.com/


17-2162  November 2017 

 

 

102 ς 450 Neave Ct. Kelowna, BC  V1V 2M2   tel: 250.491.7337   fax: 250.491.7772  web: www.ecoscapeltd.com  

4 

The study area is 10,317 hectares (Fig. 1). It encompasses the majority of The District 
and includes three biogeoclimatic subzones. 

 

 

Figure 1.  Study Area Boundary (adapted from Google Earth). 

 

3.0  METHODOLOGY 
  

Field inventory, data processing and data deliverables conformed to the Sensitive 
Habitat Inventory and Mapping (SHIM) standards (Mason and Knight, 2001). Data was 
recorded using a Trimble Geo7x/Data Logger and entered into a digital data dictionary. 
Data collection fields for respective biophysical and anthropogenic attributes are listed 
in the following sub sections.  Data collection methods and processing standards can be 
reviewed in full at: 
 

http://www.shim.bc.ca/methods/SHIM_Methods.html   
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3.1 Centerline Survey 
 

Renee Lemmond was the principal surveyor and completed all field survey elements 
with the assistance of Allen Lewis (Squamish First Nation).  

 
The centerline of the river channel was mapped along the center of the bankfull (not 
floodplain) width.   The creek was stratified into a series of successive sections 
(segments), each possessing and being characterized by different attributes or 
biophysical characteristics (i.e. hydraulic class, channel characteristics, substrates 
composition, and riparian class, etc.).  The stream segmentation and associated 
attributes was the fundamental unit of the centerline survey with point features 
providing a more quantitative measure of relative disturbance/modification and 
aquatic habitat quality/complexity (i.e. area abundance of deep pools, spawning 
substrates, large woody debris, bank erosion, etc.).   
 
Table 1 provides a complete list of features and corresponding attributes that were 
recorded using the SHIM Data Dictionary.  
 

Table 1.  Overview of river centerline data fields collected using the Trimble data dictionary. 

Reach Length Linear measure along centerline of channel (m) 

Primary Character Modified; Natural;  Other 

Channel width Bankfull level (m) 

Gradient % grade 

Salmonid Spawning Yes/No; Species 

Livestock Access Yes/No; Comment 

Hydraulic Character Cascade; Cascade-Pool; Falls; Pool; Run; Glide; Riffle; Riffle-Pool; Riffle-
Run; Slough; Lake; Wetland; Other 

Channel Pattern Straight; Sinuous; Irregular; Irregular meandering; Regular meanders; 
Tortuous meanders 

Bars Side; Diagonal; Mid-channel; Spanning; Braided 

Islands Occasional; Split; Frequent ς Irregular; Frequent ς Regular; 
Anastomosing 

Substrate Composition % Organic; % Fines; % Gravel; % Cobble; % Boulder; % Bedrock 

Embeddedness/Compaction Degree of embeddedness of coarse substrates in fines (sand/silt) 

% Instream Cover Boulder; Deep Pool; Instream Vegetation; Large Woody Debris; 
Overstream Vegetation 

Reach Impact Rating See Table 2. 

 
A Level of Impact rating was included in the data dictionary and applied to the 
centerline reach information (Appendix A).  This rating system was designed with the 
intent of providing a more measurable parameter in evaluating stream condition and 
monitoring and evaluating habitat changes on local watercourses and associated 
riparian and floodplain communities.  Individual reach scores were assigned based on 
the criteria outlined in Table 2.  Weighted scores for respective impact ratings were 
obtained by dividing the cumulative length of reaches receiving the same impact rating 
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by the total river length being evaluated to obtain a fractional abundance (% of river 
length).  This value was then multiplied by the respective Score (0-6) equaling the 
weighted score.  The sum of weighted scores was then divided by the maximum 
attainable score (6)1  and transformed into a percentage value or river grade.  This 
scoring system precedes the Aquatic Habitat Index and, on its own, is a field measure 
of river/bank condition. 

 

Table 2.  Level of Impact rating criteria for District of Squamish SHIM. 

River Bank Impact Criteria1 Combined River Reach Score 

Nil-Nil (Nil impacts on both banks) 6 
Nil-Low 5 
Nil-Mod 4 
Nil-High 3 
Low-Low 4 
Low-Mod 3 
Low-High 2 
Mod-Mod 2 
Mod-High 1 
High-High (Impact on both banks is high) 0 
1.  Numeric Bank Impact Scores:  Nil=3;Low=2; Mod=1; High=0 

 

3.1.1 Riparian Setback Assessment 
 

Through Phase 3 of this project, watercourses were buffered by 30-m from both the left 
and right interpolated banks. Following the RAR guidelines, these 30-m riparian buffers 
were further refined based on the detailed assessment methodology. 

 
The RAR guidelines outline the detailed assessment procedures used to determine the 
30%! ×ÉÄÔÈȢ )Î Á ÄÅÔÁÉÌÅÄ ÁÓÓÅÓÓÍÅÎÔȟ ÔÈÅ Ȱ:ÏÎÅ ÏÆ 3ÅÎÓÉÔÉÖÉÔÙȱ ÉÓ ÄÅÔÅÒÍÉÎÅÄ ÂÙ Á 
Qualified Environmental Professional (QEP) using several assessments (BC MoE, 
2004). Relevant assessments include:  
 

1. Large Woody Debris for fish habitat; 
2. Area for localized bank stability; 
3. Area for channel movement; 
4. Shade; and 
5. Litter fall and insect drop. 

 
The SPEA width is determined by the largest zone of sensitivity from the above list. In 
order to determine the above, the following measurements are required: 

 
¶ Watercourse reach breaks (segments); 
¶ Average channel widths; 
¶ Average channel slope; 

                                                 
1 A combined weighted score of 6 would be attained if all reaches were natural with no discernable human disturbance 

on either the right or left bank.  In other words, the river is pristine.   
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¶ Channel type; and 
¶ Site potential vegetation type. 

 
These measurements will all be included in the SHIM inventory. Dimensions of stream 
segments were collected at eleven or more intervals per segment in order to determine 
the associated SPEA (as per RAR methodology). Therefore, the majority of individual 
segments must be a minimum of 100 m in length. In cases where segments measured 
<100 m in length, as many intervals were collected as possible per segment to 
determine accurate average stream dimensions. SPEAs for all watercourses and 
×ÅÔÌÁÎÄÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÍÁÐÐÅÄ ÉÎ ÏÒÄÅÒ ÔÏ ÕÐÄÁÔÅ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÆÉÎÅ ÔÈÅ $ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔȭÓ 
Environmentally Sensitive Areas and Riparian Assessment Areas GIS data.  
 
The detailed assessment methodology under the Provincial Riparian Areas Regulation 
(RAR) utilizes a number of factors to determine riparian setbacks based on the site 
potential vegetation type (SPVT) and channel type, including the Zones of Sensitivity 
(ZOS) for: 

 
¶ Large woody debris, bank and channel stability,  
¶ Litterfall and insect drop, and 
¶ Shade.  

 
As an example, the zones of sensitivity for a stream reach (segment) with a SPVT of 
treed and a riffle-pool channel morphology would be as follows: 
 
¶ Large woody debris, bank and channel stability = 3 x Channel width (min. 10m 

/ max. 15m) 
¶ Litterfall and insect drop = 3 x Channel width (min. 10m / max. 15m) 
¶ Shade = 3 x Channel width (max. 30m) 

 
Zones of Sensitivity were determined using two approaches for the purposes of this 
study, the results of which produce the conservative SPEA and the refined SPEA 
setbacks. SPVT for all watercourses and both methods has been assumed to be Ȭtreedȭ. 
The conservative SPEA method for determining the zones of sensitivity assumes all 
Channel Types are riffle pool, while the refined SPEA method evaluates zones of 
sensitivity based on specific channel types. In determining the refined SPEA, 
watercourses have been categorized into cascade pool, riffle pool, wetland and ditch 
channel types based on primary hydraulic character and channel gradients. Table 3 
provides a summary of methods used to determine zones of sensitivity for specific 
channel types. 
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Table 3.  SPEA zones of sensitivity  

Channel Type Litter and Insect Drop Bank Stability Shade 

Riffle/Pool 3x Channel Width/minimum 
10m maximum 15m 

3x Channel Width/minimum 
10m maximum 30m 

3x Channel Width/ 
maximum 30m 

Cascade/Pool 3x Channel Width/minimum 
10m maximum 15m 

2x Channel Width/minimum 
10m maximum 15m 

3x Channel Width/ 
maximum 30m 

Wetlands 15 m 15 m 30 m 

Ditches 2 x channel width/ minimum 
5m maximum 10m 

2 x channel width/ 
minimum 5m maximum 
10m 

2 x channel width/ 
minimum 5m 
maximum 10m 

 
From this, the Streamside Protection and Enhancement Area (SPEA) is determined by 
the largest calculated zone of sensitivity within respective reaches. 

 
Ecoscape collected a minimum of 11 channel sections in each field-determined stream 
reach/segment to determine the average wetted widths and bankfull widths to provide 
an estimate of what the riparian setback may be along a given segment. This analysis is 
intended to prescribe SPEAs (minimum setbacks) within each segment of the surveyed 
watercourses for District Planning documents and associated guidelines.  SPEA values 
would be prescribed to establish a minimum setback distance that would enable the 
District to expedite the development permit process when a development application 
demonstrates that there will be no encroachment into the SHIM field SPEA.  
 
Based on experience on other watercourses, the estimated SPEA using SHIM channel 
information (collected by Ecoscape) has resulted in SPEA estimates being generally 
within +/ - 0.5m of that determined during site specific detailed RAR assessments.   
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3.1.2 Feature Mapping 
  

Morphological, habitat, and anthropogenic features were marked with both the GPS 
and described on field maps and later digitized as points and polygons into the data 
dictionary. These features, summarized in Table 4, provide a more quantitative 
measure of relative disturbance/modification, and aquatic habitat quality/complexity 
(e.g., aerial abundance of spawning substrates/coarse woody debris measure etc.).   

 

Table 4.  Overview of watercourse and habitat attributes that were collected using the Data 
Dictionary developed for this project (Adapted from Module 3, Mason and Knight, 2001).  The 
complete data dictionary can be found in Appendix C. 

Main Attribute Detailed Feature Collected 

Modifications Type (retaining wall/water withdrawal/bridge/dock etc.) 
material; length; photo 

Culvert Attributes Type-Material; Condition; Barrier; Size; Baffles 
Obstruction Attributes Type-Material; Barrier; Size; Photo 
Stream Discharge Attributes Point of Discharge; Type-material; Size 
Erosion Feature Type of Erosion; severity; exposure; material 
Fish Habitat Attributes Type of Habitat (Spawning/rearing/cover); Size; Slope; Photo 
Enhancement Areas Type of Enhancement; Potential or existing enhancement 
Wildlife Observations Type of Observation; Wildlife species; Photo 
Wildlife Tree Attributes Type of Tree; Size; Location 
Near Waterbody Attributes  Type of Waterbody (spring/side channel/pond etc.); Size 
Wetland Attributes (Polygon feature) Wetland Type-Class; Photo 
Representative Photograph Location Location; Direction 

 

3.2 Data Processing and Quality Assurance and Control 
 
The Resource Inventory Committee and SHIM Methodology (Mason and Knight, 2001) 
provide specific requirements for quality assurance and quality control. These 
standards, such as GPS settings/precision, logging intervals, and data management and 
deliverables were followed throughout the field inventory stages of the project. 
 
GPS settings and use were in accordance with Resource Inventory Committee 
Standards to ensure the collection of spatially accurate data. The coordinate system 
used was UTM Zone 10 North, North American Datum 83.  
 
Field data was differentially corrected using base data provided by the Oroville Airport 
(RKD1), Washington (ITRF00(1997)-DSTHOMed from IGS08 (NEW)) Position: 
48°57'51.66889"N,  119°24'46.89431"W,  313.27 m. 
 
Data dictionary tools designed for ARC View 3.x were employed to process the data and 
to export the data into ESRI shapefiles. Subsequent processing and mapping was 
completed using ArcGIS 10.x. Processed GPS data (shapefiles) were then converted into 
geodatabases.  
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To ensure Quality Assurance and Control the following tasks were followed during 
completion of this project: 
 
¶ Field data collected was backed onto the local server and field computer at the 

end of each field day. 
 
¶ All field data collected during the field inventories was post processed by the 

field inventory biologist , Renee Lemmond, B.Sc. 
 

¶ We reviewed each attribute collected during the field survey as part of a quality 
control / assurance process.  The final database will  be provided to The District 
at the completion of the project. Corrections and adjustments to the database 
will be made as necessary. 

 

3.3 Photo Log 
 
SHIM/FIM standards require that a detailed photo log accompany and be incorporated 
into the database.  All photos were entered into a log for location and subject reference.  
In addition, coordinate locations (UTM Zone 10 North, North American datum 83 
Canada) were included in the photo data to enable spatial referencing on the ground. 
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4.0  SUMMARY OF RESULTS 
 
The District  identified 28.5 km of priority watercourses to be mapped in the 2017 fall 
field inventory period. The actual distance mapped was approximately 33.3 km, which 
included several new tributaries associated with the priority watercourses. Priority 
watercourses were divided into 21 individual watercourses and 29 associated 
tributaries, where connections exist within. A total of 82 segments have resulted from 
the abovementioned watercourses and tributaries, where the average segment length 
is approximately 405.7 meters.  
 
The following section summarizes the watercourse location and general character, 
including morphological and biophysical features surveyed within the watercourses.  
Summary results and discussions for individual watercourses are commensurate with 
their overall magnitude and level of impact.  Refer to the attached summary pages 
(Appendix B) and corresponding poster maps for segment attributes and 
representative photos. The processed data from the centreline survey and feature data 
has been included in Appendix A.  In addition, this data can be found in digital format 
accompanying the complete inventory catalogue, which includes all point features, 
attributes, and representative photos (intended for use in an ESRI GIS platform).   
 

4.1 Priority Watercourse Summaries 
 

4.1.1 [ƻƎƎŜǊΩǎ [ŀƴŜ /ǊŜŜƪ {ȅǎǘŜƳ 
 

4ÈÅ ,ÏÇÇÅÒȭÓ ,ÁÎÅ Creek system (Appendix B, Pages 1-4, 18-21 and 46-56) includes 7.6 
km of historically channelized watercourses highly influenced by tidal effect. The 
approximately 0.51 km2 area encompassing the system is bordered on all sides by 
(ÉÇÈ×ÁÙ ωω ÁÎÄ ,ÏÇÇÅÒȭÓ ,ÁÎÅ ÁÎÄ ÉÓ ÌÁÒÇÅÌÙ ÃÏÍÐÏÓÅÄ ÏÆ western redcedar ɀ sword 
fern ɀ skunk cabbage swamp, where surface water is present most of the year. The 
ÓÙÓÔÅÍ ÅÎÔÅÒÓ ÔÈÅ -ÁÍÑÕÁÍ "ÌÉÎÄ #ÈÁÎÎÅÌ ÁÔ ,ÏÇÇÅÒȭs Lane Creek. Many of the 
channels in this wetland system are narrow and low gradient and are presumably 
historically dredged channels to accommodate surface runoff and storm discharge. A 
substantial hydÒÁÕÌÉÃ ÔÒÁÎÓÉÔÉÏÎ ÏÃÃÕÒÓ ÆÒÏÍ ,ÏÇÇÅÒȭÓ ,ÁÎÅ segment 1 to segment 2, 
where the system connects to the Britannia Slough system to the west and riffle -pool 
transitions from slough. 4ÈÅ ÓÕÒÖÅÙ ÏÆ ,ÏÇÇÅÒȭÓ ,ÁÎÅ #ÒÅÅË ÂÅÇÉÎÓ ÁÔ ÉÔÓ ÉÎÔÅÒÓÅÃÔÉÏÎ 
×ÉÔÈ ,ÏÇÇÅÒȭÓ ,ÁÎÅȟ ÈÏ×ÅÖÅÒ its tributaries source is from stormwater discharge north 
of Finch Drive from culverts within Brennan Creek Park and properties on Raven Drive. 
Several short backwater channels occur within the system, most of which are 
continually wetted.  
 
,ÏÇÇÅÒȭÓ Lane Creek Trib 4 connects the discharges north ÏÆ &ÉÎÃÈ $ÒÉÖÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÇÇÅÒȭÓ 
Lane System and appears to be an enhancement channel, with several deep pools and 
imported cobble spawning substrate.  

 
Brennan Park Creek (unnamed) is the north-ÍÏÓÔ ×ÁÔÅÒÃÏÕÒÓÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÇÇÅÒȭÓ ,ÁÎÅ 
Creek system and travels through Brennan Park and adjacent Highway 99, connecting 
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ÔÏ ,ÏÇÇÅÒȭÓ Lane Creek via the Finch Connector. Brennan Park Creek is similarly within 
a western redcedar ɀ sword fern ɀ skunk cabbage swamp, however Segment 1 is a much 
more ephemeral, overgrown section, while segment 2 is deeply incised and Segment 3 
is a highly modified and enhanced channel through Brennan Park. Several tile drain and 
storm drain discharges were noted throughout Brennan Park and the surrounding area 
×ÈÉÃÈ ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÇÇÅÒȭs Lane system.  
 
3ÅÇÍÅÎÔ ρ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÇÇÅÒȭÓ ,ÁÎÅ #ÏÎÎÅÃÔÏÒ ÁÎÄ 3ÅÇÍÅÎÔ σ ÏÆ "ÒÅÎÎÁÎ 0ÁÒË #ÒÅÅË 
comprised a large part of the documented 287 m2 of deep pools and 638.1 m2 of large 
woody debris, which provide high quality aquatic habitat.  
 

Table 5. Feature Summary for Logger's Lane Creek System   

Fish Habitat Features 

Deep Pools (m2) Large Woody Debris (m2) Fish Barriers 

 287 638.1  No 

Anthropogenic Impacts 

Enhancements  Erosion (m2) Discharge Points Culverts Obstructions Modifications 

6 9 5 20 0 11 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Looking upstream ŀǘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ǎƭƻǳƎƘ ƘȅŘǊŀǳƭƛŎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ [ƻƎƎŜǊΩǎ [ŀƴŜ /ǊŜŜƪ {ŜƎƳŜƴǘ н (left); 
looking at woody debris cover withƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƻƎƎŜǊΩǎ [ŀƴŜ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘƻǊ {egment 1 (right). 
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Residential tile drain at the upstream end ƻŦ [ƻƎƎŜǊΩǎ [ŀƴŜ /ǊŜŜƪ ¢Ǌƛō п (left); looking at enhancement riffle-
pool feature within SŜƎƳŜƴǘ н ƻŦ [ƻƎƎŜǊΩǎ [ŀƴŜ /ǊŜŜƪ ¢Ǌƛō п (right). 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Looking ǳǇǎǘǊŜŀƳ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŀ ōŀŎƪǿŀǘŜǊ ŎƘŀƴƴŜƭ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ [ƻƎƎŜǊΩǎ [ŀƴŜ /ǊŜŜƪ {ŜƎƳŜƴǘ н (left); looking at 
boulder cover enhancements within Brennan Park Creek Segment 3 (right). 

 

4.1.2 Britannia Slough and Tributaries 
 

Britannia Slough and Tributaries (Appendix B, Pages 5-9) includes 3.2 km of mapped 
priority watercourses. Segment 1 is a wide channelized slough bordering urban 
residential development on its left bank (facing downstream) within recreational park, 
while Segment 2 travels south from Pioneer way, where the inventory began. 
Tributaries include a beaver-influenced pond/ slough and associated wetland that 
connects the "ÒÉÔÁÎÎÉÁ 3ÌÏÕÇÈ ÓÙÓÔÅÍ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÇÇÅÒȭÓ ,ÁÎÅ #ÒÅÅË ÓÙÓÔÅÍ ÂÅÎÅÁÔÈ (79 
99 (Trib 1), a channelized storm drainage channel originating from a storm discharge 
culvert, and a storm discharge flood channel south of the Squamish Walmart parking 
lot.  
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Table 6. Feature Summary for Britannia Slough and Tributaries   

Fish Habitat Features 

Deep Pools (m2) Large Woody Debris (m2) Fish Barriers 

0 1.8 No 

Anthropogenic Impacts 

Enhancements  Erosion Points (m2) Discharge Points Culverts Obstructions Modifications 

0 0 9 6 1 4 

 

 
Downstream facing view of Britannia Slough Segment 1 (left); View of right bank city storm discharge to 
Britannia Slough (right). 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

¦ǇǎǘǊŜŀƳ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ōŜŀǾŜǊ ŘŀƳ ƻōǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƴƎ .Ǌƛǘŀƴƴƛŀ {ƭƻǳƎƘ ¢Ǌƛō мΣ ŘƻǿƴǎǘǊŜŀƳ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ [ƻƎƎŜǊΩǎ 
Lane Creek (left); Upstream view of Britannia Slough Segment 2, a straight channelized slough (right). 

 

4.1.3 Dryden Creek System 
 

The Dryden Creek system includes Dryden Creek, Hop Ranch Creek, and Cottonwood 
Creek. Dryden Creek (Appendix B, Pages 16-17) was mapped upstream from its dyked 
confluence at the Squamish River upstream to its confluence with Cottonwood Creek. 
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Dryden Creek was inventoried as one segment, characterized as riffle -pool with two 
beaver dams creating pooled slow moving sections. Dryden Creek is highly modified 
through dense urban residential areas. Dryden Creek Trib 1 is a neighbourhood storm 
drainage extending from the ÃÒÅÅËȭÓ left bank to Meadow Avenue and Judd Road. 
 
Cottonwood Creek (Appendix B, Pages 10-15) was surveyed from its confluence with 
Dryden Creek to approximately 0.2 km downstream of its intersection with 
Government Road. The watercourse inventory began at a large ponded section of the 
watercourse located upstream of a bridge connecting Judd and Kingswood Road. The 
pond has no visible barrier influencing flow and is presumably a result of changing 
gradients. Segment 2 included a narrow highly modified riffle -pool channel. A second 
widening ponded area occurred through Segment 3 and the creek transitioned 
upstream back to narrow riffle -pool. An additional portion of Cottonwood Creek was 
surveyed approximately 140 m north of Cottonwood Creek Segment 4 and included 
two segments of disturbed wetland. Segment 1 is downstream of Dryden Road, the 
upstream end located approximately 50 m east of the intersection of Government Road 
and Dryden Road. Cottonwood Creek Trib 1 Segment 1 consists of Skunk cabbage ɀ 
alder swamp in urban residential backyards, and extends to Dryden Road. Segment 2 
is a deep ponded area north of Dryden Road. 
 
Hop Ranch Creek (Appendix B, Pages 28-31) enters Dryden Creek behind the residence 
at the south end of Meadow Avenue. Hop Ranch Creek was mapped from its confluence 
with Dryden Creek to approximately 0.7 km east from the north end of Tantalus Road. 
The Creek was divided into four segments. Segment 1 is highly modified and 
channelized through farmland where livestock grazing is evident. Channelized under 
highway 99 from Segment 2, the riffle-pool watercourse has thick shrub vegetation 
providing extensive cover. Segment 3 is a deep narrow channel through a disturbed 
marsh. Upstream of segment 3, the channel narrows and cascades through a gulley 
draining Alice Lake, where fish passage is unlikely.  
 

Table 7. Feature Summary for Dryden Creek System   

Fish Habitat Features 

Deep Pools (m2) Large Woody Debris (m2) Fish Barriers 

 92 4.8  Yes 

Anthropogenic Impacts 

Enhancements  Erosion (m2) Discharge Points Culverts Obstructions Modifications 

0 0 6 7 6 18 
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Downstream facing view of Dryden Creek, channelized and modified through urban residential areas (left); 
beaver dam located approximately 0.2 km upstream of the Hop Ranch Creek confluence (right). 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Downstream view of Dryden Creek just upstream of the confluence with the Squamish River (left); Ponded 
disturbed wetland located approximately 60 m northeast of the intersection of Government Road and 
Dryden Road (right). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upstream view of Hop Ranch Creek Segment 4, where the creek cascades through a mountain gulley (left); 
view of dense shrubs within Hop Ranch Creek Segment 2 (right). 
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4.1.4 Harris Slough and Tributaries 
 

Harris Slough (Appendix B, Pages 22-27) was inventoried from its confluence with  the 
Mamquam River. Harris Slough is a wide slough, entirely dyked on its left bank (looking 
downstream) and confined by urban development on its right bank. Two segments 
were defined within the priority section of Harris Slough, segregated by the pump 
station directly above the Harris Slough confluence. Segment 1 is downstream of the 
pump station and is riffle -pool character, providing potential spawning habitat to fish 
migrating up from the Squamish River, while Segment 2 is a wide, deep sluggish 
watercourse with wetland riparian features. 

 
Harris Slough Tributary 1 and Tributary 2 are modified drainage channels, consisting 
mainly of organic substrates. Both tributaries originate from left bank drainage ditches. 
It is likely that these tributaries exhibit high flow in periods of extended precipitation. 
The Harris Slough drainage ditch is not connected to Harris Slough Trib 2 and is instead 
likely connected by drainage ditch to Harris Slough Tributary 1 on the south side of the 
rail tracks. This connection is unconfirmed as barriers prevented entry to the left bank 
industrial property . All three tributaries are relatively narrow and composed 
predominantly of fine substrates. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Table 8. Feature Summary for Harris Slough and Tributaries   

Fish Habitat Features 

Deep Pools (m2) Large Woody Debris (m2) Fish Barriers 

60 27 No 

Anthropogenic Impacts 

Enhancements  Erosion (m2) Discharge Points Culverts Obstructions Modifications 

0 0 1 5 1 2 
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Upstream view of Harris Slough (left); downstream view of overflow culverts at the downstream end of 
Harris Slough Segment 2 (right). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upstream facing view of Harris Slough Trib 1 (left); View facing upstream towards the Harris Slough outlet to 
the Mamquam River (right). 

 

4.1.5 Little Stawamus Creek System 
 

The Little Stawamus Creek system (Appendix B, Pages 32-44) enters the Stawamus 
River along right bank of Segment 1. An approximate distance of 5.3 km was surveyed 
within the Little Stawamus system, including Little Stawamus Creek from its confluence 
at the Stawamus River, Magnolia Creek, and their respective priority tributaries. The 
system is highly modified, including 21 culverts, 7 discharge points, and 41 alterations. 
The south portion of the system is mostly channelized through western redcedar ɀ
sword fern ɀ skunk cabbage swamps, and disturbed by recreational trails and historical 
logging operations. The upper portions of the surveyed system are modified and 
channelized through urban residential areas. 
 
Little Stawamus Creek was mapped for approximately 3 kilometers from its confluence 
with the Stawamus River and was divided into 6 segments. The first 402 m segment 
braids through low flood associations and swamp and has been channelized by the 
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Stawamus dike on its left bank and a road alignment on its right bank. The first segment 
of Little Stawamus Creek has one tributary at its upstream end, inventoried from a 
discharge culvert on the east side of Valley Road. The Little Stawamus Creek Trib 1 is a 
vegetated drainage ditch which likely has a subsurface connection to the left bank 
wetland and Little Stawamus Creek Segment 2. Pink Salmon and Coho fry were 
observed frequently within this segment at the time of the 2017 field inventory. 
 
Little Stawamus Creek Segment 2 is differentiated by its wetland attributes. The 
downstream end is largely influenced by a beaver dam and pond at its downstream end. 
The beaver dam and shallow water association creates a flood influence that 
encompasses the confluence of Magnolia Creek. Coho fry were observed within the 
segment, however no Pink Salmon were observed upstream of the beaver dam 
obstruction. Segment 3 begins upstream of the beaver pond and is a low gradient, 
straight and channelized riffle with evident impacts of high bedload. Segment 4 
meanders through dense blackberry thicket and is highly modified with extensive bank 
erosion. Segment 5 continues as a straight low gradient riffle channel with several weir 
enhancements.  
 
Three tributaries were surveyed off the right  bank of segment 5. Little Stawamus Trib 
2 and 3 are high gradient springs inventoried upstream to source bedrock features 
northwest of their confluences with the Little Stawamus Creek. Tributary 4 is a high 
gradient drainage gulley originating from Plateau Avenue storm drains and displays 
erosion impacts characteristic of flash flooding.  
 
Magnolia Creek was surveyed upstream from its confluence with Little Stawamus 
Creek for 0.8 km. Both Magnolia Creek and its tributary originate from neighborhood 
storm drainages and consist of low gradient deeply incised sloughs with extensive 
subsurface influence from adjacent western redcedar ɀ sword fern ɀ skunk cabbage 
swamps.  

 

Table 9. Feature Summary for Little Stawamus Creek System   

Fish Habitat Features 

Deep Pools (m2) Large Woody Debris (m2) Fish Barriers 

109 230.3 Yes 

Anthropogenic Impacts 

Enhancements  Erosion (m2) Discharge Points Culverts Obstructions Modifications 

0 145.8 7 21 4 41 
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Upstream facing view towards the Little Stawamus River beaver dam (left); Upstream facing view of Little 
Stawamus Segment 2 (right). 
 

 

 
Upstream facing view of the bedrock cascade within Little Stawamus Trib 2 Segment 1 (left); Downstream 
facing view of Plateau Drive culvert (right). 

 

4.1.6 Judd Slough 
 

Judd Slough (Appendix B, Page 45) was surveyed from its downstream dike to 
approximately 200 m upstream of Depot Road. Emergent vegetation was noted 
throughout ÔÈÅ ÓÌÏÕÇÈȭÓ ÓÕÒÖÅÙÅÄ ÌÅÎÇÔÈȢ The slough edges were sluggish with fine-
textured and organic substrates. A higher velocity channel exists within the center of 
the slough, where cobble substrates were more prominent. The watercourse is 
channelized by dike and bordered by mature broadleaf forest on its right bank. An 
additional overflow channel extends north, diked at the Squamish River. Right bank 
tributaries are unconfirmed due to autumn low flow levels and lack of access. The Judd 
Slough streamline was modified at its downstream end, where the Slough is isolated 
from the Squamish River by a land barrier and meanders 1.4 km east towards its 
confluence to the Squamish River.  
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Table 10. Feature Summary for Judd Slough   

Fish Habitat Features 

Deep Pools (m2) Large Woody Debris (m2) Fish Barriers 

0 3.6 No 

Anthropogenic Impacts 

Enhancements  Erosion (m2) Discharge Points Culverts Obstructions Modifications 

0 0 0 1 1 4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Downstream view of Judd Slough marsh (left); upstream facing view of pump station/dike at the south end 
of Judd Slough (right). 

 

4.1.7 Mamquam Blind Channel Tributaries 
 

Approximately 0.76 kilometers of tributaries to the Mamquam Blind Channel 
(Appendix B, Pages 68-68) were inventoried, all of which discharge to the Mamquam 
Blind Channel at Scott Crescent through two culverts. These tributaries include the 
Mamquam Blind Channel Trib 1, the Mamquam Blind Channel Wetland, the Scott 
Crescent Drainage Ditch, and Valleycliffe Drainage Ditch. 
 
The north drainage culvert sources from a drainage ditch that travels adjacent Scott 
Crescent uphill. The Valleycliffe Drainage Ditch is a steep gradient armoured drainage 
flume that connects to the Scott Crescent Drainage Ditch at the intersection of 
Valleycliffe Trail and Scott Crescent and is sourced from the upper neighbourhood 
storm drains at Clarke Drive.  
 
The south drainage culvert discharging into the Mamquam Blind Channel begins within 
a disturbed young red alder ɀ blackberry ɀ horsetail ɀ grass wetland, which 
accumulates by subsurface drainage at the east hill  toe. This wetland shows evidence 
of historic infill /dumping disturbance and is connected to the south culvert by a 
drainage ditch east of Scott Crescent.  
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The confluence of the Mamquam Blind Channel Tributaries shows evidence of tidal 
influence as extensive erosion. At low water levels, the culverts connecting the 
tributaries to the Mamquam Blind Channel are barriers to fish passage.  
 

Table 11. Feature Summary for Mamquam Blind Channel Tributaries   

Fish Habitat Features 

Deep Pools (m2) Large Woody Debris (m2) Fish Barriers 

0 0 No 

Anthropogenic Impacts 

Enhancements  Erosion (m2) Discharge Points Culverts Obstructions Modifications 

0 45 3 6 1 1 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

View of wetland inventoried within the Mamquam Blind Channel Tributaries system (left); downstream view 
of the Scott Crescent Drainage Ditch (right). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upstream view of culvert connecting the Mamquam Blind Channel Tributaries to the Mamquam Blind 
Channel (left); downstream view of the Valleycliffe armoured drainage flume (right). 
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4.1.8 Mamquam Blind Channel 
  

The Mamquam Blind Channel (Appendix B, Pages 69-71) was inventoried from its 
ÉÎÔÅÒÓÅÃÔÉÏÎ ×ÉÔÈ ,ÏÇÇÅÒȭÓ ,ÁÎÅ ÔÏ Á ÓÔÁÇÎÁÎÔ ÐÏÎÄÅÄ ÓÅÃÔÉÏÎ πȢς ËÍ ×ÅÓÔ ÏÆ "ÕÃËÌÅÙ 
Road. The 0.8 km watercourse was divided into 3 segments, the first of which consists 
ÏÆ Á ×ÉÄÅ ÓÌÏÕÇÈ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ ,ÏÇÇÅÒȭÓ ,ÁÎÅ ÁÎÄ (79 ω9. Segment 2 is a narrow riffle-pool 
channel, encroached by development on its right bank. The left bank is bordered by 
riverine cattail marsh (Wm05). Segment 3 is a highly modified channel confined by 
urban/residential development originating from a modified shallow water wetland 0.2 
km west of Buckley Road.  
 

Table 12. Feature Summary for Mamquam Blind Channel   

Fish Habitat Features 

Deep Pools (m2) Large Woody Debris (m2) Fish Barriers 

18 4 No 

Anthropogenic Impacts 

Enhancements  Erosion (m2) Discharge Points Culverts Obstructions Modifications 

0 0 2 3 0 1 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Downstream view of the Mamquam Blind Channel Segment 1, note left bank cattail (left); View of modified 
shallow water community at Buckley Road culvert where persistent debris has partially plugged the culvert 
(right). 

 

4.1.9 Mamquam Side Channel 
 

The Mamquam Side Channel (Appendix B, Pages 72-74) is a 0.75 km side channel at the 
-ÁÍÑÕÁÍ 2ÉÖÅÒȭÓ right bank, within the Mamquam floodplain and adjacent to the 
Squamish Valley Golf and Country Club. The side channel is located within a 
recreational trail system and includes extensive rearing backwaters and about 67 m2 
of deep pool habitat. The upstream end of the side channel includes a beaver dam 
obstruction within the main side channel resulting in a stagnant pool. The watercourse 
is channelized by the right bank dike and is characterized by a riffle-pool hydraulic 
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character downstream of the beaver dam obstruction. Pebble substrates are suitable 
for spawning and the side channel contains about 55.5 m2 of large woody debris cover. 
One tributary was noted fÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ -ÁÍÑÕÁÍ 3ÉÄÅ #ÈÁÎÎÅÌȭÓ Ìeft bank. At the time of the 
survey the tributary was a disconnected Mamquam River backwater which would 
contribute flow to the Mamquam Side Channel during higher discharge periods.  
 

Table 13. Feature Summary for Mamquam Side Channel   

Fish Habitat Features 

Deep Pools (m2) Large Woody Debris (m2) Fish Barriers 

67 55.5 No 

Anthropogenic Impacts 

Enhancements  Erosion Points (m2) Discharge Points Culverts Obstructions Modifications 

0 0 0 1 1 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Looking upstream toward a bridge along the Mamquam River side channel (left); upstream view of the 
Mamquam Side Channel beaver pond obstruction (right). 

 

4.1.10  Mashiter Creek Outlet 
 

The Mashiter Creek Outlet (Appendix B, Page 74) was surveyed from its confluence to 
the Mamquam River to approximately 20 m upstream of its first tributary. The Mashiter 
outlet is channelized and diked on both banks and sources from mountain drainages 
northeast of Squamish (Columnar and Round Mountain). Mashiter Creek is a major 
tributary of the Mamquam River. 
 
The Mashiter Creek Outlet is a straight cobble channel with a riffle hydraulic character. 
Historic logging operations are evident along Mashiter Creek. Commercial 
development predominates the left bank. Two discharge points were noted while few 
other modifications were inventoried at the Mashiter Creek Outlet. At the time of the 
2017 SHIM inventory, Pink Salmon were documented several times within the Mashiter 
Creek outlet. It is likely that many fish species utilize this channel, although no 
significant fish habitat was noted within the inventoried segment. 
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Table 14. Feature Summary for Mashiter Creek Outlet   

Fish Habitat Features 

Deep Pools (m2) Large Woody Debris (m2) Fish Barriers 

0 0 No 

Anthropogenic Impacts 

Enhancements  Erosion (m2) Discharge Points Culverts Obstructions Modifications 

0 0 2 0 0 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upstream facing view of the Mashiter Creek Outlet (left); view of left bank discharge point to the Mashiter 
Creek Outlet (right). 

 

4.1.11  Mashiter Side Channel and Backwater 
 

The inventoried portion of the Mashiter Side Channel (Appendix B, Pages 75-76) enters 
the Mamquam River east of Governor Road and meanders within  a low gradient, 
channelized rearing enhancement system confined by dike to the north. The system 
includes sections of riffle-pool and several large rearing backwater pools. The priority 
portion of the Mashiter Side Channel was surveyed from just upstream of the HWY 99 
culvert, where a backwater channel was inventoried off the Mashiter Side Channel left 
bank. The Mashiter Side Channel Backwater is segregated from the Mamquam River at 
its upstream end. No barriers to fish passage were observed within the inventoried 
length of watercourse.   

 
The Mashiter Side Channel is in relatively good condition and provides important 
habitat for Mamquam River species. Large woody debris provides about 33 m2 of cover, 
with deep pools providing about 460 m2 of cover. In addition, substantial instream 
vegetation and potential spawning habitat contribute to increased habitat value. 
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Table 15. Feature Summary for Mashiter Side Channel and Backwater   

Fish Habitat Features 

Deep Pools (m2) Large Woody Debris (m2) Fish Barriers 

460 33 No 

Anthropogenic Impacts 

Enhancements  Erosion (m2) Discharge Points Culverts Obstructions Modifications 

2 0 0 1 0 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Downstream view of Mashiter Side Channel culvert extending beneath HWY 99 (left); Upstream view of 
non-native marsh at north end of the Mashiter Side Channel (right). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

View of enhancement rearing pool within the Mashiter Side Channel (left); view of large woody debris 
within the Mashiter Side Channel (right). 

 

4.1.12  Stawamus River 
 

The Stawamus River (Appendix B, Pages 77-79) originates at the outlet of Stawamus 
Lake and flows north approximately 13 km before entering the District and flowing 
south towards its confluence with Howe Sound.  
 

http://www.ecoscapeltd.com/


17-2162  November 2017 

 

 

102 ς 450 Neave Ct. Kelowna, BC  V1V 2M2   tel: 250.491.7337   fax: 250.491.7772  web: www.ecoscapeltd.com  

27 

A total of 5.3 km of the River was surveyed beginning at its intersection with the 
Mamquam Forestry Service Road and ending at the Sea-to-Sky highway bridge. This 
section of the river was broken into two segments based on primary river character. 
 
The inventoried portion of the Stawamus River is primarily riffle -pool. The Stawamus 
dike runs adjacent to the Stawamus River right bank. The average channel gradient 
throughout the surveyed portion of the Stawamus River was around 1%. Around 
Magnolia Crescent, the Stawamus Dike buffer increases, providing extended riparian 
widths on the right bank, where recreational trails are established through red alder 
forest. The wider bankfull width allows the river channel to braid through cobble 
bedload. A higher diversity of habitat features and side channels therefore was noted 
within the downstream segment of the surveyed portion  of the river. The left bank is 
bordered by western redcedar ɀ sword fern ɀ skunk cabbage swamp at the base of the 
Sky Pilot mountain slope. The Mamquam FSR follows the left bank throughout the 
surveyed length of the Stawamus River.  
 
Approximately 1066.5 m2 of deep pool and 490 m2 of large woody debris cover were 
recorded within the watercourses, predominantly within the downstream braided 
segment (Segment 1). The Little Stawamus Creek is the only tributary to the surveyed 
portion of the Stawamus River and provides important  spawning habitat. Pink Salmon 
were observed in high densities throughout Segment 1 of the Stawamus River. 
Upstream migration of anadromous fish species was potentially restricted at about 1.6 
km upstream from the Stawamus outlet at the time of the SHIM survey, due to low flows 
and bedload aggradation. 
 

Table 16. Feature Summary for the Stawamus River   

Fish Habitat Features 

Deep Pools (m2) Large Woody Debris (m2) Fish Barriers 

1066.5 490 No 

Anthropogenic Impacts 

Enhancements  Erosion (m2) Discharge Points Culverts Obstructions Modifications 

0 1944 0 0 4 5 
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View of spawning Pink Salmon within Segment 1 of the Stawamus River (left); upstream view of the 
Mamquam FSR bridge where the 2017 inventory ended (right). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upstream facing view of left bank erosion (left); view of concrete culvert debris, of which 5 instances were 
noted over the surveyed length of the Stawamus River (right). 

 

4.1.13  Skyline Place Creek 
 

Skyline Place Creek (Appendix B, Pages 80) is located within  Coho Park; the surveyed 
length of which included one 0.6 km segment beginning at Skyline Drive West, at which 
point a pile drain and a storm drainage culvert divert flow towards Coho Park. The 
upstream portion of this segment was dry at the time of the survey while the 
downstream 400 meters were wetted within western redcedar ɀ sword fern ɀ skunk 
cabbage swamp.   
 
The area was historically disturbed but has been restored to a natural recreational 
park. Residential yards encroach on the creek at its upstream (southern) end. Skyline 
Place Creek is described as a medium gradient riffle-pool channel with pockets of 
suitable spawning substrates for Coho Salmon.  
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Table 17. Feature Summary for Skyline Place Creek   

Fish Habitat Features 

Deep Pools (m2) Large Woody Debris (m2) Fish Barriers 

0 18.6 Yes 

Anthropogenic Impacts 

Enhancements  Erosion (m2) Discharge Points Culverts Obstructions Modifications 

0 0 2 1 0 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

South facing view of the downstream end of Skyline Place Creek (left); Facing upstream towards the 
ephemeral portion of Skyline Place Creek (right). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upstream tile drain source of Skyline Place Creek (left); Upstream Skyline Place Creek storm drainage culvert 
(right). 

 

4.1.14 Thunderbird Creek 
 

Thunderbird Creek (Appendix B, Pages 81-82) was surveyed from the culvert at Cordor 
Road to approximately 230 m upstream of Perth Drive and was broken into two 
segments, the first of which ends approximately 50 m upstream of Perth road, where 
the Creek transitions from riffle-pool, relatively narrow channel, backed by residential 
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