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Agenda
• Zoning 101
• Background
• Update Process
• Major Themes 
• Participant Feedback

https://squamish.ca/yourgovernment/projects-and-initiatives/2020-zoning-bylaw-update/address-gaps/
https://squamish.ca/yourgovernment/projects-and-initiatives/2020-zoning-bylaw-update/align-zoning-with-the-official-community-plan/
https://squamish.ca/yourgovernment/projects-and-initiatives/2020-zoning-bylaw-update/improve-functionality/
https://squamish.ca/yourgovernment/projects-and-initiatives/2020-zoning-bylaw-update/increase-zoning-flexibility/


Zoning 101



Background
• Current Zoning Bylaw adopted 2011

• Following OCP
• 2 Year review

• Numerous update
• Property specific
• District initiated 

housekeeping, high priority issues



Background:
Identified Issues

• >140 identified issues/considerations
• New Bylaw

• Early in process
• Changes not identified

• 4 Major Topics
• Align Zoning with OCP
• Increase Flexibility
• Improve Functionality
• Address Gaps in Bylaw



Update Process
Phase 1

Project Initiation
Phase 2

Bylaw Development
Phase 3

Public Review Process
Phase 4

Bylaw Adoption

Solicit initial community & 
stakeholder input regarding 

project scope

Consider regulatory options 
and draft bylaw with 

continued stakeholder input

Solicit community feedback, 
amend bylaw and re-engage 

community as needed

Progress through legislated 
bylaw adoption process

Feb-April 2019 May-Oct 2019 Nov 2019-Jan 2020 Feb--Mar 2020
Zoning Intro/Open House 

Video/Backgrounders 
Web Info/Comment Portal

Stakeholder Meetings
Landowner Outreach

Staff Consultation
Web Info/Comment Portal

Community Open House
Key Stakeholder Response
Web Info/Comment Portal

Comment Form
Agency Referral

Public Hearing
Formal Agency Referrals



Update Process: Stakeholder Meetings
Targeted Stakeholder Meetings for substantive changes
• Agricultural zoning
• Marine zoning
• Missing middle housing
• Parking regulations
• Business park zoning
• Industrial zoning
• Campground zoning
• University area zoning

• Zone changes for specific properties
• Align with OCP
• Replace Land Use Contracts



TOPIC 1: Align Zoning with OCP
• Adopted June 2018
• Contains policies directly or 

indirectly relate to zoning
• Zoning Update key to OCP 

implementation



Align Zoning with OCP
INDUSTRIAL USE CLARIFICATION
• Clarify zoning

• light industrial
• medium industrial 
• heavy industrial 

• Support employment activity
• Match permitted uses with 

intent
• Exclude commercial uses



Align Zoning with OCP
BUSINESS PARK ZONING 
• Maximize the use of the Business 

Park
• Ensure adequate employment 

land supply 
• Specific areas for 

• true light industrial
• current permitted uses



Align Zoning with OCP
DEVELOP MARINE ZONING 
• Secure locations for marine 

infrastructure and facilities 
• Marine conservation
• Marine mixed-use
• Marine industrial
• Port uses 



Align Zoning with OCP
FACILITATE AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
• Support for housing options 

• Fee simple row housing
• Duplexes in RS-1

• Transit or nodes
• Improve compatibility of 

accessory dwelling units 



Align Zoning with OCP
IMPLEMENT SUB AREA PLANNING 
• Achieve vision in sub area plans
• University

• Clarify permitted uses
• Add basic regulations 
• Allocate unbuilt housing 

• Implement Wilson Crescent 
Micro Plan amendments



Align Zoning with OCP
ALIGN WITH LAND USE DESIGNATION 
• Consider zoning that aligns with OCP 

vision 
• Transportation zone for 

transportation corridors
• Institutional zone for SD48 sites
• Align zoning with OCP policies



TOPIC 2: Increase Flexibility
• Overly restrictive 

• No significant community benefit
• Frustrate the public
• Impair the maximum potential of land use, and 
• Create a variance burden



Increase Flexibility
EXPAND PERMITTED USES
Permit a broader range of activities

• Personal service establishment -> comm.
• Commissary kitchen -> restaurant
• Commercial and residential -> same floor 



Increase Flexibility
RELAX REGULATIONS
• Limited community benefit 
• Restrict land use
• Examples

• Steps to project into interior 
side setbacks

• Awnings project into setbacks
• More accessory buildings on 

P-2



TOPIC 3: Improve Functionality
• Lack of clarity frustrates staff and public
• Confusing and contradictory regulations lead to

• Challenges in bylaw interpretation
• Incorrect expectations
• Inconsistency in regulatory applications



Improve Functionality
• Align Zoning with other Regulations

• District’s Subdivision and Development Control Bylaw, Liquor 
and Cannabis Regulation Branch

• Clarify Definitions
• Deck/porch, lane/road

• Clarify Regulations
• Open space requirements for apartment/townhouse

• Clarify Regulatory Calculations
• Gross floor area calculations 
• non-residential zones, Portion of included basement

• Redesign Formatting
• charts and graphics - improve usability.

• Streamline Zones
• Consider consolidation of industrial and commercial zones.



TOPIC 4: Address Gaps in Bylaw
• Negative community outcomes

• Incompatible land uses
• Unreasonable impacts on neighbours

• Compromise planning intentions



Address Gaps in Bylaw
ADD MISSING REGULATIONS
Some zones are missing basic regulations

• Minimum frontage widths
• Minimum lot sizes

ADDRESS REGULATORY WEAKNESSES
Close loopholes

• Accessory Dwelling Units plus
• Caretaker Dwelling units
• Accessory residential dwelling 

units



Address Gaps in Bylaw
ZONE FOR EXISTING USES
Appropriate existing land uses not paired 
with zoning

• Private residential land that is zoned 
as park

• Zones without regulations 
• Zoning boundaries do not match lots

PARKING REGULATIONS UPDATE
Update key elements

• Missing parking requirements 
• Clarify visitor parking requirements 
• Regulate tandem parking
• Modifying parking stall size
• Lighting requirements 



Feedback Tonight





squamish.ca/zoning





Sign In
Stay Informed



Questions
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