
Compost and Recycling Diversion in 
Squamish - Proposed Bylaw 
Information Package

 
The District of Squamish is committed to reducing solid waste and diverting recyclable and compostable materials out of 

the landfill waste stream. This package provides information about: 

The  proposed waste reduction bylaw

Support to reduce waste

Community waste goals

Expected impacts to the community, businesses, institutions and properties

District of Squamish
squamish.ca/solid-waste-utility-bylaw-update



1. Proposed bylaw:
The District of Squamish (DOS) is developing a bylaw requiring commercial , institutional and multi-family buildings to separate 
and dispose of their waste into streams (recycling, organic material and garbage), by banning recyclable and organic 
material from the landfill and requiring the use of clear garbage bags by everyone in the community. The proposed bylaw will 
be enforced for any loads that contain materials that 

Collect and divert organic material and recyclables  – they will no longer be
accepted in garbage
Provide -stream waste collection (recycling, organics and garbage) i
all businesses , commercial and institutional properties
Utilize clear bags for all garbage

Overview 
of 
Changes:

Proposed Changes
-Stream Separation: 

Provide written information to new residents, tenants, employees and contractors, and at least annually to all existing 
residents, tenants, employees and contractors, on how to separate and deposi arbage, organics and recyclables into 
appropriate receptacles.  
Post signage with information on separating the  streams on the premises and in the waste room of buildings. 

Clear Bags:
Garbage must be placed in clear, non-coloured, transparent plastic bags.

 privacy bag can be included with disposal. There will be size restrictions around the privacy bag (ex. grocery 
store bag size) . 

Education: 



3. Transition support:

Signage to be posted in waste rooms and informational materia hat can be
provided for new and existing tenants, employees and contractors

Join these free support programs by 
contacting the D  
at zerowaste@squamish.ca

. Community waste reduction:

Once in effect the new bylaw is expected to divert between 4,000 and
6,000 tonnes of garbage to either compost or recycling each year.

A 2016 audit of commercial 
and multi-family home 
garbage found that over 
65% of the garbage stream 
could have been diverted 
for recycling or composting.

80 % of the total waste 
 

from commercial, 
institutional and industrial 
businesses and 
multi-family homes. 

A Solutions Guide providing advice on items such as waste separation
methods, set-up, and more;
'Train the Trainer' workshops and training materials (workshops will be

Trans ition phases: 
Outreach

 Date:
Now until 

July/Sept 2017

July 2017 staff present draft bylaw to Council 

Bylaw adoption

Education : Bylaw infractions reported; 

Property owners required to remedy them 

July 2017

Enforcement through fines begin TBD

2. Timing:

This approach was adopted by Metro Vancouver. Their ban of organic materials started January 1, 2015, and is consistent with best practices 
from other communities.

Guidance on waste room sizing, location and access

To help businesses, institutions and commercial properties find ways to 
maximize organic waste diversion, minimize food waste and separate 
recyclables, the D  is working with Whistler’s environmental 

 AWARE to offer support to identify and work through 
implementation challenges. 



. Potential impacts:
The proposed waste diversion bylaw will impact properties, businesses and 
individuals in a variety of ways. 

Infrastructure and waste system impacts: 

Install compost and recycling bins in kitchens and garbage rooms;
Reduce the size of the current landfill garbage bins;

Update signage and send out diversion information to staff  and tenants;  and

Economic impacts:
Everyone living in, visiting or doing business in Squamish creates waste.  Reducing 
and diverting waste from the landfill makes economic sense.

This Information Package  

was developed by: the 
District of Squamish and the 

Association of Whistler Area 

Residents for the 

Environment (AWARE).

For inclusion in the support 

workshops contact 

zerowaste@squamish.ca.
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Purchase clear garbage bags.


