
HUNTER
Living in Squamish, I grew up mountain biking with 
my brothers. I was a member of Team Squamish 
as well as a member of the Cycling BC High 
Performance XC Team where I competed Provincially 

and Nationally. I’ve had some amazing coaches and mentors and hope 
to give back by offering the same level of passion, encouragement 
and enthusiasm for this awesome sport. I love doing the SORCA rides 
and just enjoy having fun on my bike with my brothers and friends. I 
also love the fact I can just head out my front door and be right on the 
best mountain bike trails that Squamish has to offer. My favourite trail 
right now Is Entrails, but it changes almost every week. I once had the 
privilege to compete in the highly coveted and exciting sport of speed 
walking at the BC Summer Games. I came 4th!
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LAIRD
My Name is Laird Grant I grew up in California 
where Mountain Biking began. I have been 
riding for over 15 years, racing for the last 
8 years with coaching kids thrown in and 

around my riding experience. I have previously coached for the 
Mt. Tam Bike Camps in my home town as well as mentored 
younger students on the school racing team. I love mountain 
biking because it is a wonderful way to explore and experience 
the outdoors. My main goal as a coach is to make sure fun is 
first. I want to coach kids and mentor them surrounding bikes 
because riding is a life long activity that can take you all over 
the world. I’m told the fact that I am American is funny.
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ALEISHA
Hi! My name is Aleisha and I competed 
in both XC and DH racing nationally, 
internationally as well as the NORCA Circuit.  
I am a Past Team Canada team member with 

over 18 years of coaching experience.  I love biking because 
it lets you feel free but always has a challenge waiting if you 
desire! I feel that I have so much experience to share and I 
love to see kids discover that they can step up to a challenge 
and be successful. The results of learning biking skills are life 
long! A funny little fact about me is that I have Chihuahua/
Labrador/Weiner dog named Nacho that is afraid of the 
stapler!
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GREG
My name is Greg and I have been mountain 
biking for most of my life. I grew up in 
Whistler as a junior mountain biker, 
eventually moving on to race Pro-Elite Cross 

Country for over 10 years. During my years of racing I have 
been actively coaching youth and adults alike. With over 
10 years coaching experience I believe becoming a strong 
mountain biker first comes from having fun on your bike. 
I am a Physical Education Teacher here in Squamish, and 
enjoy working with youth because of their endless energy. 
I have had a life long passion for the sport of mountain 
biking, and want to share this with young riders. 
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JESSIE
My name is Jessie McAuley, and I currently live in 
Squamish. I have several years of leadership roles under 
my belt. From coaching gymnastics, youth bike camps and 
two years in the high school Outdoor Leadership program 
I have become knowledgeable with group dynamics and 

working with children. I have raced nationally and internationally with enduro 
and downhill mountain biking for nearly seven years on several fully supported 
teams. I love mountain biking because it has always been a great way for me to 
escape everyday life and adventure into the unknown. I have always enjoyed 
being able to leave my front door in Squamish and head out to have an eight 
hour adventure then end up back at my front door for dinner time. I have had 
many coaches during my racing career and have learned that as a coach you can 
truly inspire kids to chase their dreams. I approach everyday with the goal to 
make sure that I have helped at least one child conquer a challenge or reach a 
personal goal. I aspire to be like many of the coaches I had who kept me happy, 
excited, determined and always went out of their way to help me succeed! 
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MARÉ
I am a Program Coordinator with the District 
of Squamish and am stoked to have the 
opportunity to be a Mountain Bike Instructor, 
on occasion! I have been mountain biking 

since 2009 and am a level 1  PMBI certified coach. I love to 
ride because it helps to build self-confidence, courage and 
strengthens my relationship with the natural environment. 
I have a diploma in Outdoor Recreation Management and 
Wilderness Leadership from Capilano University. I have many 
years’ experience in the industry having run summer camps, 
outdoor school, snowshoe, hiking and kayak guiding as well 
as tour bus driving! Fun Fact: I also play the Ukulele! 

SQUAMISH YOUTH

MOUNTAIN  BIKE

PROGRAM



SHANNON
I am a Recreation Program Specialist with the District 
of Squamish and super excited to be a part of the 
Squamish Youth Mountain Bike Program! I have been 
working in recreation and mountain biking for over 
15 years and am a Level 1 PMBI certified instructor. 

In that time, I have coached/led various activities across age groups. I 
love the freedom and ability that mountain biking gives you to explore 
beautiful surroundings, I love the physical and mental challenge as well as 
the reward! Biking has taken me to many beautiful locations, introduced 
me to wonderful people and given me so many awesome experiences and 
memories! I love sharing my passion for riding with youth because I want 
them to have the opportunity to establish a positive connection with biking 
so that they too can benefit throughout their life from this amazing activity 
that is SO FUN!  A funny little experience I’ve had is that while riding in 
Vietnam, I had a close call with a water buffalo! YIKES!

SQUAMISH YOUTH

MOUNTAIN  BIKE

PROGRAM



MANDY
I am a Recreation Program Coordinator with the 
District of Squamish and am super excited to be a 
part of the Squamish Youth Mountain Bike Program! 
I have been working in recreation for over 10 years, 
have been mountain biking for 12 year, and am a 

Level 1 PMBI certified instructor. I have been working with children for 
the last 15 years in various activities from teaching, to camp leader, to 
mountain bike instructor. I love to ride because it can be as challenging 
or as relaxing as you want it to be. There is always something new to 
learn. Biking has allowed me to visit new places, meet new friends 
and share my passion of riding with others. I love to share my passion 
for riding with youth because I want them to find the challenge and 
reward and to build their self-confidence as their riding improves, and 
because really what else is there other than riding bikes?! 
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BLAKE
Hi! I’m Blake and I teach Tourism and Outdoor 
Recreation and Capilano University. I’ve been 
mountain biking since the early 90’s and have 
been coaching a variety of sports since 1996. I 
also work with ViaSport BC as a Master Coach 

Developer and I am board member of the Western Canada 
Mountain Bike Tourism Association. I completed a master’s in 
2014 with a focus on mountain bike tourism. I love the freedom 
that mountain biking brings to get outside and explore. I have 
two young kids that are just starting to learn how fun biking 
is. I’m really excited about sharing my love of mountain biking 
with my own family, and other families in Squamish. 
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SHANNON
I believe that the world will be a better place if more people 
ride bicycles.  I have taught physical education and instructed 
biking for over a decade. Through the years I have been 
fortunate to coach with Dirt Series, organize all-school bike 
rodeos for thousands of primary-aged students, teach bike 
units during PE, lead all-female and college bike courses 

in the Colorado desert, coach for Colorado-based VIDA MTB, and launch the first 
chapter of Little Bellas in Utah.   Nothing brings me more joy than riding bicycles, 
well, except perhaps a warm, gooey chocolate chip cookie.  When I ride my bike time 
stands still and I feel more alive. I absolutely love this sport because it demands 
risk-taking, necessitates positive self-talk, and relentlessly challenges me physically 
and mentally.  I am so grateful to this sport for surrounding me with the best people 
on earth, unforgettable adventures to far off lands, laughter, and SO.MUCH. FUN. My 
goal while coaching youth mountain biking is for them to find their superpowers 
within and have SO.MUCH.FUN that they become lifelong riders.  Coaching biking 
allows me to give back to the sport that has given me so much by paying it forward. 
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