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Treatment tactics for Solid Manmade structure (boat, dock, etc.) and  the use of shoreline 
cleaners (Corexit 9580) in the context on an environmental emergency 

 
In Canada, Environment Canada is responsible for administrating and enforcing the Fish Habitat and 
Protection and Pollution Prevention section of the Fisheries Act, although other laws may apply in the 
context of a marine incident. 
 
The paragraph 36 (3) of the Fisheries Act states that  

 
no person shall deposit or permit the deposit of a deleterious substance of any type in water 
frequented by fish or in any place under any conditions where the deleterious substance or 
any other deleterious substance that results from the deposit of the deleterious substance may 
enter any such water. 

 
Therefore, Environment Canada requires that all discharges to the environment, even in the context 
of a spill cleanup, are not harmful to fish, if these discharges could reach any type of water 
frequented by fish.   
 
However, Environment Canada recognizes that certain circumstances justify the use of spill 
treatment agent to ensure an effective and environmentally beneficial response.  
 
Typically, in Canada, the choice of the cleaning method should be based on a net environmental 
benefit assessment. For example, a hierarchy of shoreline cleaning methods exists and some of 
these methods should be tested before using Corexit 9580 (i.e. flooding, low / high pressure ambient 
/ hot water washing, etc.). The use of Corexit 9580 should be the last option. 
 
The hierarchy of cleaning methods should be respected. If Corexit 9580 was to be used, it must be 
proven that all other methods according to the hierarchy were used with "diligence" and that the use 
of surfactant provides a real net benefit to the environment. 
 
If the use of Corexit 9580 is considered as the best option, then there are some common conditions 
to consider:  
 

• It must be included in a standard operating procedure including mitigation measures such as 
the use of booms and sorbents. Sheen is expected to be created and it has to be 
appropriately contained and recovered. 

• It must be tested on a little plot prior to be used on the whole impacted site. 
• If applicable, the use of Corexit 9580 with soaked cloths should be preferred. 
• Ultimately, if necessary, Corexit 9580 could be locally sprayed in small quantities. 
• Visual monitoring of the application should be assured to ensure that a minimum of oil is 

released to the environment. 
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